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Proposed amendments to the Rules of The Society.

On page 2 of this document is the notice of the Special General Meeting to be held on 11th July, 2022 
to consider adopting a new version of the Rules of The Society. 

Following my letter to members dated 29th March, 2022 (which can be found at thewinesociety.
com/rule-changes), we have received 20 responses commenting on the proposed amendments 
to the Rules. We are very grateful to those members for taking the time to comment and we have 
responded personally to each of them. 

In the responses, there were many statements of support for the proposed changes. Two issues 
resulted in a response from more than one member: four responses (two in favour and two against) 
were on the change from Chairman to Chair and the change of pronouns; and three responses were 
on the changes relating to suspension or expulsion. There were also a number of issues raised by 
individual members, some requests for clarification and some suggestions on drafting. 

Each response was examined carefully and responded to personally and the Committee met to 
consider whether, as a result of the points made in the responses, we would propose any changes to 
the original proposals.  

Following this, there are three issues on which the Committee would propose amendments to the 
draft Rules circulated in March:

  Rule 52.2: add ‘suspended or’ before the word ‘expelled’ in the penultimate line and add a 
new sentence at the end: ‘The terms of, and the conditions relating to, any such suspension 
will be at the Committee’s absolute discretion.’ This is to be consistent with the equivalent 
provision in Rule 53.5.

  Rule 66.1: insert a paragraph gap between the words ‘purpose’ and ‘provided’ in Rule 66.1.3, 
so that the proviso applies to each of Rules 66.1.1, 66.1.2 and 66.1.3. This is clearly a glitch from 
previous versions. 

  Rule 84.2: in the definition of ‘Electronic Platform’, after the words ‘General Meeting’, add the 
words “, or Committee Members to attend and participate simultaneously in a Committee 
meeting,”. This assists in the interpretation of Rule 41.3.1.

A version of the proposed Rules, including these amendments, can be seen at  
thewinesociety.com/annual

 
 

Chair, The Wine Society

Dear Member,

Alan Black



Note: In accordance with the Rules, only those members present at the physical meeting at the Queen Elizabeth II Centre 
may vote on the resolution.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Special General Meeting of the International 
Exhibition Co-operative Wine Society Limited (“The Society”) will be held at The 
Queen Elizabeth II Centre, Broad Sanctuary, London SW1P 3EE and online on 
Monday 11th July, 2022 at 5.45pm (or as soon thereafter as the Annual General 
Meeting of The Society, to be held immediately before the Special General 
Meeting, finishes) for the purpose of considering and, if thought fit, adopting 
new Rules of The Society in place of the existing Rules. The following resolution 
will be proposed:

THAT The Society approve and adopt a new version of the Rules of The Society 
in the form set out in the document circulated to Members dated 29th March, 
2022 and titled Proposed Amendments to the Rules of The Society, as amended 
by the proposals circulated to Members dated 25th May, 2022, a copy of which 
new version of the Rules is on The Society’s website (at thewinesociety.com/
annual) and a copy of which has been signed by the Chair.

You can access the meeting online by visiting https://web.lumiagm.com and entering the meeting ID,  
and then entering your username and password, each of which you were sent with the notice of Annual 
General Meeting on 29th March, 2022. 

We would urge all attendees to log in early in case of any technical issues you may experience. If you do 
experience any difficulties, please email thewinesociety@lumiglobal.com. 
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25th May, 2022Georgina Crowhurst          
Company Secretary


