
thewinesociety.com/enprimeurportPTJUN19

en primeur

2017 VINTAGE PORT
A classic and historic vintage 

2017 is that rare thing: the second great Port vintage in a row. 
Quality is exceptional, with the dry conditions of the vintage 
and the remarkable potential of the wines leading pundits and 
producers alike to recall the great 1945s: an exciting 
endorsement whether or not you are among the lucky few to 
have tasted them. 

The wines show “intensity, structure (and) concentration”,  
as Charles Symington explained at a tasting to launch the 
vintage, along with purity of fruit expression that adds beauty 
to all the best wines of the vintage. David Guimaraens 
described the wines as having the firmness of tannin of a  
dry year, but with fresh fruit, making this vintage a true  
modern classic.

We cannot recommend these wines highly enough. And if 
you bought the 2016 vintage last year, there’s no need to 
worry too much about filling your cellar with Port! The style 
of the vintage is quite different from the more fragrant and 
fruit-forward 2016s, and it promises a very long and rewarding 
future for the patient among us. 

With market demand already high, we are again offering the 
wines en primeur earlier than in the past.

Any indecision provoked by the roll-call of stellar names inside 
may be swiftly resolved by a selection of mixed cases, while 
half-bottle options will make the long wait – and this is a 
vintage worth waiting for – just a little shorter.    

The vineyards at Graham’s Quinta dos Malvedos

Joanna Locke MW 
Your Buyer for Portugal



IN-BOND RESERVES
You can now store your en primeur wines with us ‘in bond’. 
Duty and VAT on wines stored in this way will be payable 
only when the wines are withdrawn from Reserves. 

When these wines arrive early next year, you will be given 
three options: 

1.  To take delivery of your wine. Duty and VAT will be 
payable immediately. 

2.  To store your wine in duty-paid Members’ Reserves. 
Again, duty and VAT will be payable immediately. 

3.  To store your wine in our new ‘in-bond’ Reserves area. 
With this option, duty and VAT will only be payable (at 
the prevailing rate) when the wines are finally withdrawn. 

Please visit thewinesociety.com/inbondreserves for more 
details.

 Ref In-Bond delivered price   

PT2331 The Society’s Exhibition Vintage Port £170 per six
  Volumes may have been significantly down in 2017, but prudent production at the Symington estate ensured that 

plenty of high-quality fruit was retained for this exclusive blend. Concentrated, very well balanced and cracking value 
for money in this great year. Drink from 2027 to 2040. 20%  Halves (PT2332 £177 per dozen) available.

PT2311 Quinta do Vale D. Maria  £175 per six
  An impressive wine for the second year in a row from Cristiano van Zeller and his team. This has solid structure, 

with strong but well-managed tannins wrapped in rich dark fruit – the essentials for a long and rewarding future. 
Drink from 2025 to 2038. 20% 

PT2321 Quinta do Vale Meão  £228 per six
  From the producer of The Society’s Exhibition Douro, an historic family-owned estate with a long history of fine 

wine in the Douro, this is a seductively rich wine, with gorgeous floral perfume and great concentration on the long 
palate. Drink from 2025 to 2038. 19.5% 

 The wines. 

2017 IN THE VINEyARD
David Guimarens highlighted that the 2017 harvest report is 
almost identical to that of the great 1945 vintage recorded by 
Dick Yeatman. The harvest was largely over by the end of 
September – around the date it began in 2016 – yet, as 
Charles Symington stressed, the full ripening cycle was 
achieved, which contributed to the superlative quality of fruit 
that made this a great vintage. 

After a very dry winter – rainfall was down by up to 40% – 
fairly early budburst, and a June heatwave, the vineyards had 
around three weeks’ advance on the average year. But a little 
well-timed rain and the cooler temperatures that came in July 
and August slowed ripening, bringing the grapes to healthy, 
early maturity. Winemakers had to break off early from their 
summer holidays but were soon bursting with anticipation of 
what was already clearly an exceptional harvest: small berries, 
small bunches, the only disadvantage being low yields for 
some. Old vines performed particularly well, but this was a 
vintage when all grape varieties made the most of the healthy 
summer conditions.

This offer will close at 8pm, 16th July, 2019. 

Vineyards above the Douro at Quinta do Vesuvio

KEy   Halves also available  



 Ref In-Bond delivered price   

PT2281 Cockburn’s £240 per six
  The third vintage release in a row for the new Cockburn’s, each of them different in style, each thoroughly deserving 

of a place in your cellar. This stood out not only for its lovely fresh, floral scent balanced by great concentration and 
length, but as a great-value buy in this vintage too. Drink from 2035 to 2060. 20%

PT2301 Croft  £240 per six
  This does not have the power of its stablemates Fonseca and Taylor’s but a little less concentration  

is compensated by accessibility and charming, bright fruit on the long palate. Drink from 2027 to 2040. 20%  
Halves (PT2302 £248 per dozen) available.

PT2241 Warre’s  £270 per six
  Classical richness and brooding muscularity here, with the velvety texture and layered complexity that comes from 

the high proportion of old vine fruit (over 60% in 2017). A complete wine, intense and long, and with remarkable 
freshness on the finish. Drink from 2035 to 2065. 20%  Halves (PT2242 £276 per dozen) available.

PT2251 Quinta do Vesuvio  £270 per six
  This beautiful estate is large, but production is discreet – the result of the strictest selection that ensures a beautiful 

consistency of style. One of the most perfumed of all Vintage Ports, with elegance, poise and precision in equal 
measure. Drink from 2035 to 2060. 20% 

PT2221 Fonseca  £320 per six
  Muscular and rich in 2017, with beguiling perfume, fine tannins, wonderful texture, and great concentration and 

length on the palate. Drink from 2035 to 2065. 20.5%  Halves (PT2222 £328 per dozen) available.

PT2231 Taylor’s  £325 per six
  From two Taylor’s vineyards as usual, this is taut and restrained, wonderfully elegant, classically honed and refined. 

Harvest at Vargellas began on the first of September, the earliest for a generation. Drink from 2035 to 2065. 20% 
Halves (PT2232 £333 per dozen) available.

PT2261 Dow’s  £330 per six
  Along with Graham’s, albeit in quite a different style, this is one of the outstanding wines of the vintage. Typically 

dryer than the other historic houses, and atypically dark and concentrated in 2017, this is a supremely elegant, 
harmonious Port that will reward long keeping. Classically austere but shows the extra generosity of the vintage. 
Drink from 2035 to 2065. 20%  Halves (PT2262 £338 per dozen) available.

PT2271 Graham’s  £330 per six
  Opulent and rich, with wonderful fruit intensity, velvety texture, and remarkable freshness for all its concentration. 

The first Graham’s back-to-back release since the 19th century, this is a fabulous Port which more than lives up to its 
reputation. Drink from 2035 to 2065. 20%  Halves (PT2272 £338 per dozen) available.

PT2291 Quinta do Noval  £330 per six
  The fruits of a single property where careful selection (under 10% of total production in 2017) allows a Vintage  

Port to be released in most years. A sister property to Château Pichon Baron in Bordeaux, this wine shares some  
of that great estate’s poise and class. Very fine indeed. Drink from 2035 to 2060. 19.5% 

Order online at thewinesociety.com/enprimeurport or call 01438 741177

* Drink dates for these mixed cases refer to the period when all the wines will be 
at their peak. Please refer to the individual wine for its recommended drink date.

THE 2017 
FLADGATE 
PORT CASE
*Drinking window 2027 to 2040

A six-bottle case containing two 
bottles of each of the following:

Fonseca
Taylor’s
Croft

ref OC4876 at £299

THE 2017 
SyMINGTON 
PORT CASE 
*Drinking window 2035 to 2065

A six-bottle case containing two 
bottles of each of the following:

Dow’s 
Graham’s
Warre’s

ref OC4886 at £314

2017 CLASSIC 
VINTAGE PORT 
CASE 
*Drinking window 2035 to 2040

A six-bottle case containing one 
bottle of each of the following:

Fonseca
Taylor’s
Dow’s 

ref OC4896 at £306

Graham’s
Croft 
Warre’s

2017 CLASSIC 
PORT HALF-
BOTTLE CASE 
*Drinking window 2034 to 2038

A six-bottle case containing one  
half bottle of each of the following:

Fonseca
Taylor’s
Dow’s 

ref OC4906 at £159

Graham’s
Croft 
Warre’s

MIXED CASES

                                                          Look online for a selection of limited-release single-vineyard wines



Our buyers only source the wines they truly 
believe in, so you can explore with 100%  
confidence. And if you don’t like a wine for any 
reason, we’ll give you a refund. Find out more at 
thewinesociety.com/passionbeforeprofit

thewinesociety.com/enprimeurport
01438 741177
The Wine Society, Gunnels Wood Road, Stevenage SG1 2BT

This offer will close at 8pm, Tuesday 16th July, 2019

For information regarding this offer after this date 
please contact The Society on 01438 741177 or 
e-mail memberservices@thewinesociety.com

How this offer works
Orders by telephone, website and post will be accepted.  
If you would like to order via the website, visit  
thewinesociety.com/enprimeurport 

You’ll need to log in with your password to place an order.  
If you require a new password, visit thewinesociety.com/
forgottenpassword. 

Orders need to arrive at Stevenage by 8pm, 16th July, 2019 and 
will be processed thereafter. Members whose orders have been 
received by this date will receive confirmation of their purchase 
by 8th August, 2019 at the latest. 

If demand exceeds supply 
The Society has long relationships with many of the producers 
in this offer and access to good quantities of wine. It is possible 
however that demand may exceed supply for some individual 
wines. If this happens, we share out the available stock equally 
amongst ordering members (sometimes down to one bottle 
per member). Ordering large quantities of a wine will therefore 
not increase your chances of obtaining some. If this still does not 
allow every member to have some wine, then as a final resort 
we allocate the available stock by groupings. These are 
calculated via members’ level of support for The Wine Society 
(taking into consideration quantity of wine bought, spend and 
also any unsuccessful orders from previous offers). Members 
who have given greater support to The Society will therefore 
have a better chance (but no certainty) of being allocated wine, 
and those who have given less support will have a lesser chance 
(but still a chance). We will offer a similar wine as a substitute if 
the original choice cannot be provided, or you may nominate 
your own substitute when ordering – doing this will not lessen 
your chance of receiving the original wine.

Members’ Reserves
The Society’s Members’ Reserves is a purpose-built, 
temperature-controlled facility offering members access to 
optimum storage conditions. The annual rental charge is  
£8.64 per case per year inclusive of VAT and insurance at 
replacement value. Members can also remove a few bottles  
of a full case stored in Reserves. Please visit our website 
thewinesociety.com/reserves for more details.

What the price includes
n		Prices shown include delivery to a UK address. They do not 

include excise duty or VAT.

n		Payment of duty and VAT, at the prevailing rate (currently 
£17.85 per six 75cl-bottle case and 20% VAT payable on 
wine and duty) will be requested once the wines are 
removed for delivery or collection from Stevenage. The 
wines will be available in the UK in spring 2020.

n		Once the wines arrive, members may opt to have them 
delivered within the UK or stored in Members’ Reserves.

Notes 
n		Wines are offered in cases of six. 

Please read the full terms and conditions for this offer set out 
on our website before placing your order.

Dow’s Quinta do Bomfim




