
Our second Opening Offer of

2011 Bordeaux
In Bond

The year of the vigneron
2011 is a vintage unlike any other in living memory.The growing season was a roller-coaster ride even
for experienced producers, and expectations come harvest time were guarded.Yet we found outstanding
examples throughout Bordeaux, in particular in Saint-Julien and Pauillac, and in the most favoured sites
in Pomerol and Saint-Emilion. In almost every case, the wines are fresher, more classically proportioned
expressions of Bordeaux than recent vintages, usually with a degree or so less alcohol.

What are the wines like?
Many in Bordeaux said, ‘a bit like 2001 but better’. Influential consultant and professor of oenology Denis
Dubourdieu told us those who made good 2007s (several of which we have highlighted over the last year)
have made even better 2011s. Some suggested somewhere between 2004 and 2008, in both style and quality.
The vast majority agree 2011 is a step down from the more exuberant 2009 and 2010 vintages, which were
more regular too, and Bordeaux 2011 proves beyond all doubt the value of attentive work in the vineyards
and rigorous selection at harvest. Many of the wines will be long keepers and require patience; some are
lighter-boned, elegant and charming, and our notes will clarify this. The best have ripeness balanced by
refreshing purity of fruit and fine, tight-knit tannins that return to a more traditional style of Bordeaux that
many enthusiasts have missed in recent vintages.Welcome too is a return to more sensible prices, and our
smaller selection this year features the best wines offering the best value for money across a range of prices,
which members can buy with confidence.

What made 2011?
Nature threw every possible challenge at Bordeaux in 2011, and success depended on a combination of
nurture, in the instinctive hands of the true vigneron, and wise, and often tough decision-making. Perhaps
most crucial was the date of picking and the sorting of good grapes from bad, both vital to achieve maximum
ripeness without losing freshness.

Langoa Barton – freshness and balance
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THE REDS
1. CM16061 Château Beaumont, Haut-Médoc * £84

Roughly equal parts cabernet sauvignon and merlot with a touch of spicier petit
verdot, picked from mid September. A charming vintage for Beaumont, with
bright fruit and lower alcohol than in the last couple of vintages, all making for
a well-balanced, classic Claret for early to medium-term drinking. 2014–2018.
Magnums and halves available.

2. CB3931 Château Le Conseiller, Bordeaux Supérieur £85
Delicious modern Claret from Jean-Philippe Janoueix, from meticulously tended,
low-yielding old vines. 100% merlot, this petit Pomerol is a shining example of
what the best vignerons were able to achieve in 2011. 2014–2018.

3. CM16071 Château Cissac, Haut-Médoc * £85
Benefiting from new investment and the respectful but enlightened approach
of the younger generation, the usual two thirds cabernet sauvignon here was
carefully judged to produce a classically-proportioned Claret with balance,
freshness and finesse, all at a very modest price. 2016–2024.

4. CS8531 Château Puygueraud, Côtes de Bordeaux £85
Perfumed with rich, fleshy black-cherry and plum fruit, lifted by appetising
freshness, Nicolas Thienpont’s Puygueraud was a stand-out wine for us this year.
75% merlot, 20% cabernet franc, and 5% malbec, all picked at full maturity.
2016–2021.

5. CB3941 Château Mont-Pérat, Premières Côtes de Bordeaux £99
Thibault Despagne’s home property was the star of the family’s range in 2011.
Mostly merlot, but with more cabernet franc than usual. Pure bright fruit,
and lovely, elegantly-proportioned palate. A wine that outperforms its modest
appellation. 2015–2020.

Summer came in spring (the driest since 1949 in the Médoc) and early flowering took place under favourable
conditions, but by then many vines were already suffering the effects of drought, so that the short heat spike
of a couple of days over 40°C at the end of June proved too much, and subsequent ripening was irregular.
Indifferent weather in August further underlined the need for strict selection.The harvest was early, sometimes
by two or three weeks, and benefited from largely fine weather in September without which many cabernets
would not have been ripe and the vintage would have offered mean pickings indeed.Volumes were generally
down therefore, sometimes significantly (cruelly, localised and severe hail hit some areas too), compounded
by the fact that healthy berries were small, but their thick skins and naturally high levels of acidity and
tannins, when ripe, and sensitively handled in the cellar, produced excellent results.

Three superb vintages in a row for Sauternes & Barsac
An offer of the 2011 vintage would not be complete without a selection of the great sweet wines which have
been made, the third excellent vintage in a row.The warm, humid conditions at the end of the season were
a gift to those in Sauternes and Barsac, who have rarely seen such regular onset of noble rot. Here the rich but
beautifully fresh style of the vintage makes for easier comparisons, with the fine 2007, and perhaps the great
2001. 2011 is a vintage not to be missed.

Joanne Locke MW
Society Buyer

Please note: from page 4 wines are priced in sixes, but there is no limit on the quantity members can order.

Some delicious dry whites were made in 2011 and these will be the subject of another offer, later in the year.
For the top 30 wines remaining from our first, pre-order offer, please go to our website.

Orders by website, telephone, post and fax will be accepted. If you would like to order online any of the
wines listed here, please visit thewinesociety.com/openingoffer.

This offer closes at 9pm,Tuesday 10th July, 2012. For information regarding this offer after this date please
e-mail memberservices@thewinesociety.com or telephone The Society on 01438 740222.
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Ref In-bond price, UK delivered, per dozen
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6. CS8541 Château Puy-Blanquet, Saint-Emilion £99
Delicious Saint-Emilion from a property that has gone from strength to strength
with the expert guidance and support of the Moueix team. Excellent balance
with succulent, sweet flavour and fresh finish of impressive length. 2014–2019.

7. CS8551 Vieux Clos Saint-Emilion, Saint-Emilion * £99
Traditionally vinified Saint-Emilion and a real success, with plump black-fruit
flavour and nicely rounded tannins. A modest but well-tended property whose
wines have a proven track record for ageing. 2014–2020.

8. CM16081 Clos Floridène, Graves £110
This unique cabernet-dominated wine (80% this year) is a star this year.
Few are as well placed to judge the vintage as owner Denis Dubourdieu; the
result here is a well-structured wine with real cabernet finesse, fresh aromatics,
and a classy, gravelly palate. 2016–2022.

9. CS8561 Château de La Dauphine, Fronsac * £112
Our favourite Fronsac once again, with steadily increasing quality further
enhanced by consultant Denis Dubourdieu and his team. Elegant and perfumed,
with good fresh attack. 2015–2021.

10. CS8571 Château de Fonbel, Saint-Emilion £125
Already unusual in Saint-Emilion for its high proportion of cabernet sauvignon
and, since 2007, for its 7% carmenère, in 2011 there is also 10% petit verdot,
adding extra finesse to the fine, fresh flavour of sloes and distinctive smoky
character on the palate. Should age beautifully. 2016–2022.

11. CM16091 Château Beau-Site, Saint-Estèphe £135
A strong performance from the Castéja family this year, including this stand-out
Saint-Estèphe, which is made by the same winemaker as Batailley, and which
neighbours Calon-Ségur. A high proportion of cabernet (73%) gives structure,
substance, fresh flavour and excellent potential. 2016–2025.

12. CM16101 Lacoste Borie, Pauillac £150
François-Xavier Borie makes some of the most refined wines of the Pauillac
appellation, and this, the second wine of Grand-Puy-Lacoste, is no exception.
55% cabernet sauvignon, 40% merlot and 5% cabernet franc. A beauty.
2015–2020.

13. CM16111 Hortevie, Saint-Julien * £155
Characteristic individuality and integrity encouraged Bruno Borie of Ducru to
drop the ‘Château’ from the name of this suave Saint-Julien, as no such building
exists. No matter. The vineyard produces consistently good, approachable
Saint-Julien in the style of its grander stable mates but at a considerably more
modest price. 2015–2023.

Beaumont – a charming vintage Elegant and perfumed in 2011
Ref In-bond price, UK delivered, per dozen
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Ref In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

14. CM16121 Château Bouscaut, Pessac-Léognan £88
Outstanding Pessac from Sophie Lurton and her winemaker husband Laurent
Cogombles, harvested up to 3rd October. 60% cabernet, with 30% merlot and
10% malbec which adds perfume, freshness and a pinch of spice to the
generously rounded palate. 2017–2025.

15. CS8581 Château Grand-Corbin-Despagne, Saint-Emilion * £90
A fine 200th anniversary vintage for the Despagne family, from vineyards now
fully organic, producing naturally healthy low yields. Merlot dominant but with
29% cabernet franc and just 1% cabernet sauvignon to add fragrance, finesse
and structure. 2018–2026.

16. CM16131 Château Belgrave, Haut-Médoc * £98
Fifth-growth Belgrave is showing its true potential after several years’ investment
in vineyards and cellar. Beautifully balanced Claret; savoury, with well-covered
but present tannins that will ensure a long, rewarding life. 2016–2028.

17. CM16141 Château Chasse-Spleen, Moulis-en-Médoc £98
In 2011 it was the turn of Chasse-Spleen to shine out among the top handful
of Moulis properties. A serious wine for the vintage, with classic structure and
fine balance. 2018–2030.

18. CM16151 Château Angludet, Margaux * £99
Real charm here, with ripe, rounded black-fruit flavour and a sweet spiciness
from the notable addition of 10% petit verdot. A fine wine to mark the 50th
anniversary of the Sichel family’s purchase of this lovely property. 2016–2028.
Magnums and halves available.

19. CM16181 Château Cantemerle, Haut-Médoc * £108
One of the real successes of the vintage, from naturally low yields reduced
further by strict selection. Roughly equal parts cabernet and merlot, with 3%
petit verdot and 7% cabernet franc. Consistently one of the best value crus classés.
2016–2028.

20. CM16161 Château Ferrière, Margaux £110
Tasted several times in April, Claire Villars-Lurton’s wine was a consistent hit
with us this year.With a solid backbone of 60% cabernet sauvignon, and fragrant,
fresh fruit, this will deliver a long, elegant, and rewarding future. 2019–2028.

21. CS8591 Château Bourgneuf, Pomerol * £110
From a fine family-owned vineyard that is going from strength to strength in
the hands of the new generation. Classically proportioned Pomerol with rich,
savoury fruit and excellent depth on the palate promising a sound future.
2018–2028. Magnums available.

Grand Corbin-Despagne – finesse and structureBouscaut – generously rounded

M H
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22. CM16191 Château Haut-Batailley, Pauillac * £120
A perfectly poised wine, with Pauillac purity and grace, fresh attack and real
charm, from 72% cabernet sauvignon and 28% merlot. François-Xavier Borie
produced impeccable wines across the board this year. 2016–2028.

23. CS8601 Clos du Clocher, Pomerol * £125
Lovely velvet-textured Pomerol from the Bourotte family, with the freshness and
extra fragrance from 30% cabernet franc, and fine, well-managed oak.Will be
a pleasure to drink. 2016–2025.

24. CM16201 Château Batailley, Pauillac * £125
A very fine Batailley, with the highest ever proportion of cabernet sauvignon
(85%) adding black-fruit fragrance, more substance than fat, and real class and
depth of flavour. A great buy this year. 2022–2038. Magnums available.

25. CS8611 Château Rouget, Pomerol * £135
From an individual property given new lease of life by its Burgundian owners,
whose gentle touch is evident in recent vintages.Velvety, rich and generous.
2017–2025.

26. CS8621 Château La Serre, Saint-Emilion £138
A very elegant La Serre. Classy, modern Saint-Emilion with hallmark sweet fruit
and a touch of spicy oak. Less weight and opulence than in recent vintages, and
no less good for that. 2017–2027.

27. CM16211 Château Lagrange, Saint-Julien £148
Picked at full ripeness but with moderate alcohol; dense, violet-scented and
black-cherry fruit and a strong, tannic backbone promise an excellent future.
2020–2032.

28. CM16221 Domaine de Chevalier, Pessac-Léognan £165
With savoury fruit, a hint of spice and vivid fruit freshness, Olivier Bernard’s red
continues to represent one of the best, most undervalued buys of the appellation.
2019–2035.

29. CM16231 Château Branaire-Ducru, Saint-Julien £165
Further evidence of Saint-Julien’s strong performance in 2011. Dense black fruit
with fresh attack over solid backbone, showing excellent balance and potential.
2019–2032.

30. CM16301 Château Brane Cantenac, Margaux * £168
With lower yields than in 2009 and 2010, and just a touch of carmenère for the
first time, this is a classy, elegantly structured Brane with violet and spice aromas
and fine length. 2018–2032.

Ref In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

M

Ferrière – a Margaux with a rewarding futureChasse-Spleen – shone in 2011
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31. CM16241 Château Langoa Barton, Saint-Julien * £170
Impressive Langoa, with 63% cabernet sauvignon, freshness, balance and
generous fruit.Will be a charming bottle over many years. 2017–2035.
Halves available.

32. CM16251 Château Saint Pierre, Saint-Julien £180
Without question one of a handful of stand-out wines for us this year: dense,
perfumed, well-structured, with excellent balance and length of flavour.Very
sensibly priced for the quality. 2018–2030.

33. CS8661 Château Larcis Ducasse, Saint-Emilion £183
With a perfectly healthy crop, Nicolas Thienpont harvested up to 30th September
for cabernet franc and the majority of the merlot, and this patience paid off.
Charming scented black-fruit aromas belie excellent structure. Needs ten years.
2021–2031.

34. CM16261 Château La Lagune, Haut-Médoc £185
Rigorous selection this year has produced one of the great successes of the
vintage. A finely judged wine of true finesse. 60% cabernet, 35% merlot,
5% petit verdot, showing dense yet fresh black fruits. 2021–2035.

35. CM16271 Château Gruaud Larose, Saint-Julien £198
Well priced cru classé, with 13% cabernet franc adding fragrance and freshness,
59% cabernet sauvignon providing good, classic Saint-Julien structure.
Well-balanced flavour throughout. 2018–2035.

Ref In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

A Pomerol with a long lifeGruaud Larose – well priced cru classé

Saint Pierre – a stand-out wine in 2011Both properties made great Claret
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36. CM16281 Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste, Pauillac £198
Beautifully balanced and refined Pauillac, with 78% cabernet sauvignon and 22%
merlot, combining finesse and power.The best of a superb trio from François-
Xavier Borie. 2019–2032. Magnums available.

37. CS8631 Château Canon La Gaffelière, Saint-Emilion £215
Picked in the third week of September, this is among the very best of the right
bank in 2011. 32% cabernet franc and 8% cabernet sauvignon add freshness and
fragrance to the plump, ripe fruit and velvet texture. 2018–2031.

38. CM16291 Château Calon-Ségur, Saint-Estèphe £220
The star of Saint-Estèphe and a fitting tribute to mark the sad loss of Madame
Gasqueton, who did so much to revive this fine property. An early harvest,
untouched by hail, with similar analyses to 2010 but a quite different result.
Very fine indeed. 2021–2035.

39. CS8641 Château Gazin, Pomerol £225
For the traditionalist. Pomerol’s sweet, fleshy fruit and hint of spice here shrouds
a solid tannic structure that promises long life. 2019–2035.

40. CB3951 Château Roc de Cambes, Côtes de Bourg £230
François Mitjavile picked this tiny vineyard late in 2011, producing gorgeous
rich flavours of black cherries, plums and damsons. Like its owner, a wine of
individuality and captivating energy. 2019–2036.

41. CS8651 Château Magdelaine, Saint-Emilion £250
The limestone beneath this perfectly sited vineyard helped to provide much
needed water; that coupled with Moueix’s light touch this year has produced
a charming, fleshier wine with silky middle palate, hint of spice, and Magdelaine’s
typical poise. 2018–2030.

42. CS8671 Château Clinet, Pomerol £275
Generous, exotic, floral perfume overlays fabulous concentration and sleek
tannins; an iron fist in a velvet glove that seduced us all. 2018–2031.

43. CM16311 Château Rauzan-Ségla, Margaux £300
Classic Margaux, with vivid fruit freshness, dense tannin structure, and a
refined, finely-honed palate of great length. A vintage for the long haul, with
62% cabernet, 36% merlot and 2% petit verdot. 2021–2035.

Ref In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

indicates half bottles available indicates magnums available – see order form for prices
* These wines feature in mixed cases on page 9

H M
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Rauzan-Ségla – classic MargauxShowing typical poise with a silky middle palate

M



Sauternes

44. BW4321 Château Cantegril, Sauternes * £70
The most concentrated Cantegril ever produced, with 25% sauvignon blanc
(also a first), to balance opulence and intense sweetness. Surely the best value
Sauternes around, and the Dubourdieus’ first from vineyards converting to
organic viticulture. 2014–2026. Halves available.

45. BW4331 Cyprès de Climens, Barsac * £93
The finest of the second wines, and a great Barsac in its own right, with Climens’
hallmark finesse and sophistication, but maturing earlier than the grand vin.
2015–2024. Halves available.

46. BW4361 Château Doisy-Védrines, Barsac * £110
Delightful wine, less opulent than the Daëne, with peach, apricot, citrus and
floral notes all in elegant balance, and offering exceptional class for the money.
2015–2035. Halves available.

47. BW4371 Château Doisy-Daëne, Barsac * £145
A wine of extraordinary concentration, heady with exotic aromas of caramelised
fruit and the purest scents of honey and flowers, all lifted by a fresh citrus twist.
2015–2030. Halves available.

48. BW4381 Château Guiraud, Sauternes * £165
Full of charm, creamy-textured, with lovely fresh lift and fine balanced sweetness.
The first vintage to be certified organic, though the vineyards have been farmed
that way for many years. 2016–2035. Halves available.

49. BW4351 Château Coutet, Barsac £225
A rich, creamy, unctuous wine of intense sweetness, impressive concentration
and power, with the muscle for the long haul. 2018–2035.

50. BW4391 Château Rieussec, Sauternes * £238
A weighty, opulent Sauternes from this great vineyard, picked up to 2nd
November, with the classic power of 95% semillon lifted by touches of
sauvignon blanc and muscadelle. 2016–2035. Halves available.

51. BW4401 Château Suduiraut, Sauternes * £240
Christian Seely believes this is closer to the 2001 than to the more recent great
vintages of Suduiraut. Classically styled, intensely sweet but with very pure, fresh
tropical fruits and citrus, so avoiding any heaviness. 2016–2040. Halves available.

52. BW4341 Château Climens, Barsac £375
Great complexity, with exquisite richness perfectly balanced by a marked
freshness that will guarantee a long life and many years of enjoyment.
2018–2050. Halves available.

53. BW4411 Château d’Yquem, Sauternes TBC
A generous vintage in which around 60% went into the grand vin, picked in
phases between 6th September and 5th October, in conditions ideal to provide
a complex blend of perfectly botrytised fruit with other grapes unaffected by
noble rot, thus preserving freshness and finesse. 2018–2050. At the time of
going to press, the price for this wine had yet to be released. Please visit
thewinesociety.com/openingoffer for the latest information.

Ref In-bond price, UK delivered, per six
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MIXED CASES

54. 2011 AFFORDABLE CLARETS
Drinking window: 2016–2018†

ref OC3156 at £99
A 12-bottle case containing three bottles each

of the following four red wines:

Vieux Clos Saint-Emilion, Saint-Emilion

Château Beaumont, Haut-Médoc

Château Cissac, Haut-Médoc

Château de La Dauphine, Fronsac

56. 2011 FINE POMEROLS
Drinking window: 2018–2025†

ref OC3176 at £128
A six-bottle case containing two bottles each

of the following three wines:

Château Rouget, Pomerol

Château Bourgneuf, Pomerol

Clos du Clocher, Pomerol

58. 2011 SAUTERNES AND
BARSAC CASE

Drinking window: 2016–2024†

ref OC3196 at £142
A six-bottle case containing one bottle each

of the following six white wines:

Château Cantegril, Sauternes

Cyprès de Climens, Barsac

Château Doisy-Védrines, Barsac

Château Doisy-Daëne, Barsac

Château Suduiraut, Sauternes

Château Guiraud, Sauternes

59. 2011 SAUTERNES AND
BARSAC HALF-BOTTLE CASE

Drinking window: 2016–2024†

ref OC3206 at £143
A 12-bottle case containing two half bottles each

of the following six white wines:

Château Cantegril, Sauternes

Cyprès de Climens, Barsac

Château Doisy-Védrines, Barsac

Château Doisy-Daëne, Barsac

Château Rieussec, Sauternes

Château Guiraud, Sauternes

55. 2011 BORDEAUX
OLD FAVOURITES
Drinking window: 2022–2023†

ref OC3166 at £204
A 12-bottle case containing three bottles each

of the following four red wines:

Hortevie, Saint-Julien

Château Angludet, Margaux

Château Belgrave, Haut-Médoc

Château Batailley, Pauillac

57. 2011 BORDEAUX
CLASSIC COMMUNES
Drinking window: 2018–2026†

ref OC3186 at £259
A 12-bottle case containing two bottles each

of the following six wines:

Château Bourgneuf, Pomerol

Château Langoa Barton, Saint-Julien

Château Brane Cantenac, Margaux

Château Cantemerle, Haut-Médoc

Château Grand Corbin-Despagne, Saint-Emilion

Château Haut-Batailley, Pauillac

† Drink dates for these mixed cases refer to the period when all
the wines will be at their peak. Please refer to the individual
wine note for its recommended drink date.



This offer will close at 9pm,Tuesday, 10th July 2012.

For information regarding this offer after this date please e-mail memberservices@thewinesociety.com
or telephone Member Services on 01438 740222.

How this offer works
Orders by telephone, website post and fax will be accepted. If you would like to order online, visit
thewinesociety.com/openingoffer.You will be required to log in with your password to place an order.
If you need a new password visit thewinesociety.com/forgottenpassword. Orders need to arrive at Stevenage
by 9pm,Tuesday 10th July, 2012 and will be processed thereafter. Members whose orders have been received
by this date will receive confirmation of their purchase by 1st August, 2012 at the latest.

Members whose orders have been received after this time will receive notification by 22nd August, 2012.

Notifications by e-mail
If you wish to receive e-mail notifications for this and subsequent opening offers, and have not already
notified us, please see the order form for instructions.

If demand exceeds supply
The Society has a long relationship with many of the growers in this offer and access to good quantities of
wine. It is possible however that demand may exceed supply for individual wines, in which case we will share
out (as far as is practical) the available stock equally amongst ordering members. If this still does not allow
every member to have some wine, then as a final resort we divide members into groups depending on their
level of support for The Society (quantity of wine bought, spend, orders placed etc). Members who have given
greater support to The Society will have a better chance (but no certainty) of being allocated wine, and those
who have given less support will have a lesser chance (but still a chance).The Society will offer a similar wine
as a substitute if the original choice cannot be provided, or members may nominate their own substitute
when ordering. Doing so will not lessen the chance of receiving the original wine.

Members’ Reserves
The Society’s Members’ Reserves is a purpose-built, temperature-controlled facility offering members access
to optimum storage conditions.The annual rental charge (currently £7.92 per dozen if paid by direct debit,
£9.12 if not) includes VAT and insurance at replacement value. Any wine bought fromThe Society, by the
unmixed or pre-mixed dozen, may be added or removed at any time. Members can also remove a few bottles
of a full case stored in Reserves.

What the price includes
• Prices shown include delivery to a UK address. They do not include excise duty or VAT.
• Payment of duty andVAT, at the prevailing rate (currently £22.81 duty per 12 75cl-bottle case, £11.40 per
six-bottle case and 20%VAT payable on wine and duty) will be requested once the wines arrive at Stevenage.
This is expected to be spring 2014.
• Once the wines arrive at Stevenage, members may opt to have them delivered within the UK or stored in
duty-paid Members’ Reserves.

Notes
• Members, especially those living overseas, should note that only unmixed cases may be exported or
transferred to an outside bond.
• Wines are offered in cases of 12 or 6 bottles as indicated.
• Please note that these wines cannot be collected from our showroom in Montreuil.

Please read the full terms and conditions for this offer set out on the enclosed order form and on our website
before placing your order.

The Society’s Guarantee
Drinking wine bought from The Wine Society should be a pleasurable experience. If at any time
you are dissatisfied, we would like to hear from you. Contact us and we will be pleased to help.

The International Exhibition Co-operativeWine Society Limited,
Registered Office: GunnelsWood Road, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 2BT
Register Number: 1824R(IP)
Website thewinesociety.com
Enquiries 01438 741177
Orders 01438 740222
Fax 01438 761167


