
I am delighted to report Bordeaux has produced an abundance 
of superb wines in 2016. The best reds exhibit real energy and 
vitality, with pure bouquets, silky tannins, plenty of mid-palate 
fruit and impressive length of flavour. Slightly lower than average 
alcohol levels, allied to the perfumed fruit and ripe tannins that 
typify the 2016 vintage, will ensure wines with excellent balance 
and capacity to age. 

Comparisons of 2016 with previous vintages are hard to draw, 
and none of the owners and winemakers that we talked to 
during our visits to Bordeaux in early April were willing (or 
able) to suggest a similar vintage in terms of wine style. Nicolas 
Audebert, who makes the wines at Châteaux Canon and 
Rauzan-Ségla, uses the description ‘un kilo de plumes’, or a 
pound of feathers for those preferring imperial measures, 

meaning that the wines have volume as opposed to weight.  
This comes closest to capturing the essence of the 2016s.

Unlike last year the successes of the 2016 vintage come from  
all corners of Bordeaux. Cabernets from the Médoc ripened 
beautifully from Margaux to Saint-Estèphe, as they did in Pessac-
Léognan and the Graves, with both Pomerol and Saint-Emilion 
enjoying a healthy, ripe merlot crop.

This offer features those more expensive red wines, for which 
supply is more limited. 2016 is a superb year for these top-tier 
wines, the combined result of the growing season (see overleaf) 
and the exceptional sites and winemakers at these world-
renowned châteaux. Our main Bordeaux en primeur offer, 
featuring the other (mostly lower-priced) wines is anticipated to 
follow in June.
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Clarets with beautiful vitality, ripe tannins and lovely bouquets



THE WEATHER

Weather conditions were far from straightforward, with 
extremes in the form of both wet and dry spells. Winter and 
spring were mild and very damp, with some places receiving 
more rain in the first two months of 2016 than in the whole of 
the previous year. But miraculously there was a short window in 
early June, crucial for successful flowering, when the whole of 
Bordeaux enjoyed a spell of dry weather. The ensuing summer 
was hot and extremely dry, with virtually no rain falling between 
the last week of June and mid-September. This meant that the 
vines had to dig deep for sustenance. These conditions favoured 
old vines on good soils, and as a consequence the best wines 
reflect their true origins (or terroirs). 

Thankfully nature intervened on 13th September when a 
welcome rain shower relieved and reinvigorated the vineyards, 
ensuring that the grapes continued ripening. The harvest, as in 
2015, took place in perfect conditions with châteaux able to 
select the optimum time to pick. The berries, particularly those 
of the cabernets, were small and skins relatively thick, resulting 
in deeply coloured wines with plenty of ripe tannins. 

PRICING 

It is difficult to second guess how Bordeaux château owners will 
price their wines this year. The pound is already around 10% 
weaker than at the same time last year, so even if release prices 
are in line with the 2015s the wines will be more expensive for 
this market to buy. On the positive side the crop is larger than 
average (apparently the biggest in a decade), so this could be a 
moderating influence for some châteaux. Setting the price bands 
for the wines for this offer has therefore been tricky and it may 
be that some wines will be released either above or (less likely) 
below our estimates. Time will tell.

We anticipate our main offer of 2016s, which will include a 
broader range of reds, dry whites and sweet wines, to be mailed 
and available online in June. The date depends entirely upon how 
quickly the Bordelais release their prices.

 Tim Sykes  
 Society Buyer

HOW THIS PRE-ORDER OFFER WORKS

At this stage, members wanting to buy these wines need to 
place a pre-order. The pre-order will be based on the guide 
price range that we have specified. Members may, however, 
indicate a maximum price which they would be willing to pay 
within this price range. 

When the wine prices are released by the châteaux  
(The Society has no control over when this will be) members 
will be notified whether they have been successful in their 
pre-orders for these particular wines. Please note: If the 
release price exceeds your maximum stated price, we will 
assume the wine is not required at the higher price. Should 
the release price exceed our guide price, we will contact you 
to ask whether you would still like to order the wine.

If your pre-order is successful, we will debit your card for 
the wine once the offer has closed. This will be once all the 
prices have been released and we anticipate this to be mid-
June at the latest.

Our main Bordeaux en primeur offer, which will contain  
all the other, mostly lower-priced, wines should be available  
in June.

* Pre-ordering allows us the best chance of securing the right stock of 
these highly sought-after wines.

Pre-orders by telephone and website only will be accepted. To pre-order wines, please telephone Member 
Services on 01438 741177, or visit thewinesociety.com/bordeauxtopwines

This selection of the most sought-after wines of the vintage requires members to pre-order*. 



CS10241 Château Ausone, Saint-Emilion   £3,000 to £3,800
  Nature was kind to Ausone this year, with yields more generous than in recent times – a 

total of 2,500 cases were produced. With scented, stone-fruit character on the nose and 
palate, the 2016 is both concentrated and elegant, with a long, persistent finish. Very classy 
indeed. 2028–2050.

CS10251 Château Bélair-Monange, Saint-Emilion  £550 to £800
  This is among the best vintages we have tasted from the Moueix family’s top Saint-Emilion 

property, which opted for a blend of 92% merlot and 8% cabernet franc. Beautifully 
perfumed fruit, great balance and length of flavour combine to make a wine of real depth  
and individuality. 2028–2042.

CS10261 Château Canon, Saint-Emilion   £350 to £450
  With just two vintages under his belt, quietly charismatic winemaker Nicolas Audebert is 

already making his mark on the wines at Canon, and his 2016 has a beautifully refined 
texture. Sleek and seductive with black-cherry fruit and a hint of violets. 2025–2038.

CM19821 Château Calon Ségur, Saint-Estèphe  £325 to £425
  One of the most impressive wines of Saint-Estèphe, this year’s blend has a higher 

proportion of cabernets and just 20% merlot. The resulting wine has notes of blueberries 
and a hint of nutmeg, with polished, refined fruit character and suave tannins. A wine of 
striking purity. 2027–2040. Limited availability.

CM19831 Les Carmes Haut-Brion, Pessac-Léognan  £250 to £350
  The influence of Guillaume Pouthier, winemaker at the tiny (5.5 hectare) Les Carmes, 

should not be underestimated, and the wines go from strength to strength under  
his direction. The 2016 has as much energy and vitality as Guillaume himself, with 
mouthwatering, layered fruit and sleek tannins. The high proportion of cabernet franc  
(41% of the final blend) will ensure a long life ahead. 2025–2042. Limited availability.

CS10271 Château Cheval Blanc, Saint-Emilion  £2,800 to £3,500
  A velvety Cheval Blanc with exquisite vitality and freshness, thanks in part to the high 

proportion of cabernet franc in the blend (37% of the grand vin this year). An impressive 
wine with a very promising future, offering lovely plump texture and notes of black cherries 
and cloves on the palate. 2027–2043.

CM19841 Le Clarence de Haut-Brion, Pessac-Léognan   £400 to £600
  Formerly known as Bahans, Clarence is the second wine of Haut-Brion and shares much of 

the character and refinement of its senior sibling. The 2016 has a bouquet of damsons and 
hints of leather and black olives. On the palate, the wine is succulent with lovely savoury 
freshness on the finsh. 2025–2039.

CS10281 Château Clinet, Pomerol  £350 to £550 
   This is the best Clinet that we have tasted for many years; a seductive, intense and highly 

satisfying blend of 90% merlot and 10% cabernet franc. Notes of wild cherries and 
chocolate give way to toasty oak and vanilla character on the finish. Very lovely indeed. 
2027–2040. Limited availability.

CS10291  Clos Fourtet, Saint-Emilion  £400 to £550
  A plush, generous and succulent wine from a magnificent property on the Côtes Saint-

Emilion. Owned by the Cuvelier family (no relation to the Cuveliers of Léoville-Poyferré), 
the wines are performing at the top level and rank amongst our favourites on the right 
bank. A compelling wine with a bright future. 2028–2044.

CM19851 Château Cos d’Estournel, Saint-Estèphe  £700*
  Under the stewardship of Aymeric de Gironde we are seeing a welcome shift in the  

style of Cos to a more restrained, classic expression of the great Saint-Estèphe terroir. 
Lovely fruit definition is the hallmark of the 2016, with creamy oak on the nose, ripe, spicy 
fruit and sleek tannins. 2029–2046.

Price range per six

THE WINES

*Actual price per six



CS10301 Château La Conseillante, Pomerol  £650 to £900
  La Conseillante made a wine of considerable charm and purity in 2016. A blend of 80% 

merlot and 20% cabernet franc that provides lovely scented fruit and plenty of richness 
on the palate. A lengthy cold maceration has ensured both an intense purple colour and 
supple texture. 2028–2045.

CM19861 Château Ducru-Beaucaillou, Saint-Julien  £700 to £850
  Bruno Borie has made a full and structured Ducru in 2016 with a deep, purple hue and 

intense dark-fruit character, with notes of damsons, liquorice and spice on the finish. It will 
need time to reach its full potential, but will display classic Saint-Julien character when 
mature. 2030–2050.

CS10311 Château Figeac, Saint-Emilion   £650 to £800
  An entrancing Figeac for the second year in a row. With a wonderful bouquet, a silky 

palate and a long finish, their 2016 offers a rare combination of intense fruit and finesse. 
2029–2043.

CS10321 Château La Fleur-Pétrus, Pomerol  £750 to £900
  A scented, seductive wine from J-P Moueix, who produced an exemplary range of wines 

in 2016. Made from 91% merlot, with cabernet franc making up the balance, this has real 
vitality and elegance. A wine of true class and considerable promise. 2028–2043. 

CM19871 Château Haut-Bailly, Pessac-Léognan  £400 to £550
  A beautifully silky, refined and richly textured wine, the 2016 Haut-Bailly is one of the 

undoubted successes of the vintage. It displays lovely harmony, balancing mouthwatering 
fruit with very fine tannins. A classic. 2027–2042.

CS10331 Château Le Gay, Pomerol   £400 to £600
  A delicious Le Gay this year, with a pure, perfumed bouquet and dark-fruit and mocha 

coffee character on the palate. Volumes, however, will be very limited, as over a third of 
this 6.5-hectare estate is undergoing restructuring. 2025–2042. Limited availability.

CM19881 Château Haut-Brion, Pessac-Léognan  £2,250 to £3,000
  Jean-Philippe Delmas has made a wine that captures the essence of 2016, and Haut-Brion 

is our candidate for the best of the first growths this year. It has all the features that 
combine to make a truly great wine – fine perfume, sweet fruit, svelte tannins and an 
impressive aftertaste that lingers on the palate. 2030–2050.

CS10341 Château Hosanna, Pomerol  £540*
  One of the gems of the J-P Moueix stable, this tiny property has produced a suave,  

fleshy wine with hints of cherries and chocolate, and a cedary finish. A higher proportion 
of merlot this year (85%) lends added volume on the palate. 2027–2038.

CM19891 Château Léoville Barton, Saint-Julien  £325 to £450
  Precisely the same blend as the 2015 – 86% cabernet sauvignon and 14% merlot – but a 

more polished Léoville Barton in 2016, largely thanks to the beautifully ripe cabernet 
sauvignon that defines the best wines of the Médoc. This is a classic Saint-Julien with 
vibrant fruit character and a long, savoury finish. 2030–2048.

CM19901 Château Léoville Las Cases, Saint-Julien   £800 to £1,250
  Another fine vintage from this top property whose vineyards adjoin those of Château 

Latour. A little more merlot in this year’s blend adds perfume and plush fruit texture to 
this most refined of Saint-Juliens. A wine for the long term. 2028–2044.

CM19911 Château Léoville Poyferré, Saint-Julien   £325 to £450
  Didier Cuvelier’s multi-layered, dense and concentrated Poyferré provides a fascinating 

contrast to the more traditionally framed neighbouring wines bearing the Léoville moniker. 
A most impressive wine that will require considerable time in bottle to hit its peak.  
2030–2050. 

Price range per six

*Actual price per six



CM19921 Château Lynch Bages, Pauillac £500 to £750
  A wine of considerable style and depth of flavour, and one that will rank amongst the 

finest from the château for several years. Fully ripe cabernet sauvignon has ensured a wine 
with classic Pauillac cassis and mineral character, and a framework that will repay keeping. 
It will be delicious. 2027–2046.

CM19931 Château Margaux, Margaux  £2,250 to £3,000
  A refined, perfumed Château Margaux this year with a high proportion of cabernet 

sauvignon (94%) in the final blend. Fine days and cool nights at harvest ensured that  
the grapes reached perfect maturity. A 2016 of graceful structure and superb balance. 
2027–2049.

CM19941 Château Mouton-Rothschild, Pauillac  £2,250 to £3,000
  Mouton goes from strength to strength and this year has produced a wine of real class. 

An intense dark-fruit perfume combines with succulent, layered fruit and fine-grained 
tannins to provide remarkable overall harmony. It has plenty of pleasure in store for those 
with patience. 2028–2050.

CM19951 Château Palmer, Margaux  £1,250 to £1,750
  Tiny yields this year at Palmer, but a wine of considerable depth and concentration, with 

notes of graphite and cassis on the nose, and dense fruit on the palate. With more grip 
than recent vintages, this will benefit from several years in bottle to reach its undoubted 
potential. 2029–2045.

CM19961 Pavillon Rouge de Château Margaux, Margaux  £600 to £750
  Thanks to increasingly strict selection, many of the plots used in the past for the grand vin 

now routinely go into this, Château Margaux’s second wine, and the quality of Pavillon 
Rouge has never been better. Displays classic Margaux refinement, with bright fruit 
character and well-judged, ripe tannins. 2025–2042.

CM19971 Château Pichon-Longueville Baron, Pauillac  £550 to £1,100
  A consistently high achiever, Pichon Baron once again provides typical Pauillac character. 

The small berries and thick skins of 2016 have lent the wine deep colour and impressive 
depth of flavour, backed up with plenty of silky tannins. Outstanding potential here.  
2029–2046.

CM19981 Château Pichon-Longueville Comtesse de Lalande, Pauillac   £550 to £1,100
  We eulogised about the quality of the 2015 Pichon Comtesse, but the 2016 may even 

eclipse that superb wine. Beautifully vibrant, pure cabernet sauvignon fruit fills the mouth, 
with plush, ripe tannins providing the texture and structure for a long life ahead. One of 
the standout wines of the vintage. 2027–2045.

CS10351 Tertre Roteboeuf, Saint-Emilion   £700 to £850
  Maverick winemaker François Mitjavile and daughter Nina have made a blockbuster of a 

wine in 2016. Thick skins and ripe pips have ensured a Tertre Roteboeuf of richness and 
intensity, but also freshness. ‘Extravagant et sensuel’ are the words they use to describe 
this most hedonistic of clarets. 2024–2042.

CS10361 Vieux Château Certan, Pomerol  £900 to £1,150
  Alexandre Thienpont has fashioned an exceptionally fine wine this year. Ripe, dense, and 

seductive fruit and velvety tannins are the hallmarks of the 2016 VCC, which has lovely 
vibrancy and lift on the palate. This will provide years of drinking pleasure. 2028–2043.

THE WINES

Price range per six



Uncork with confidence

The Wine Society is a mutual organisation, so our members’ satisfaction 
is paramount. If, for any reason, you haven’t enjoyed a wine we want to 
hear about it and will happily offer a credit, a replacement or a refund. 
thewinesociety.com/promise

IF DEMAND EXCEEDS SUPPLY

Although pre-ordering reduces the likelihood, there is still a 
chance that some wines may be oversubscribed. In the event  
of this occurring, we will share out (as far as is practical) the 
available stock equally amongst ordering members. If this still 
does not allow every member to have some wine, then as a 
final resort we divide members into groups depending on their 
level of support for The Society (quantity of wine bought, 
spend, orders placed etc). Members who have given greater 
support to The Society will have a better chance (but no 
certainty) of being allocated wine, and those who have given 
less support will have a lesser chance (but still a chance). 

MEMBERS’ RESERVES

Our purpose-built, temperature-controlled facility offers 
members access to optimum storage conditions for their wines. 
The annual rental charge (currently £8.28 per dozen if paid  
by direct debit, £9.48 if not) includes VAT and insurance at 
replacement value. Any wine bought from The Society, by the 
unmixed or pre-mixed dozen, may be added or removed at any 
time. Members using the facility receive an annual account 
which lists wines held, along with our recommended drinking 
dates for each, or all are available online at any time. 

IN-BOND RESERVES

Members now have the opportunity to store their en primeur 
wines from this offer with The Wine Society ‘in bond’. For 
wines stored in this way, duty and VAT will only be payable 
when the wines are withdrawn from Reserves. 

WHAT THE PRICE INCLUDES

Prices shown include delivery to a UK address. They do not 
include excise duty or VAT, these will be payable, at the 
prevailing rate, once the wines are withdrawn. 

When the wines arrive in Stevenage (expected to be 
summer 2019) members will be given three options: 

   To take delivery of the wines. Duty and VAT will be 
payable immediately. 

   To store the wines in duty-paid Members’ Reserves.  
Again, duty and VAT will be payable immediately. 

   To store the wines in our new ‘in-bond’ Reserves area. 
With this option, duty and VAT will only be payable (at the 
prevailing rate) when the wines are finally withdrawn*. 

Please visit our website for more details:  
thewinesociety.com/inbondreserves

* Unless you are exporting the wines or transferring them to another 
in-bond storage facility – for which an administration charge would be 
payable.

Notes 
Wines are offered in cases of six bottles as indicated. 

For information regarding this offer please  
contact The Society on 01438 741177 or e-mail 
memberservices@thewinesociety.com

We encourage members to place their order as soon as possible as, once a particular wine’s price has 
been established, no more pre-orders will be taken for that wine.


