
This is a fabulous vintage of sleek thoroughbreds with perfect ripeness 
and exceptional elegance throughout. As in 2007, the Rhône Valley, 
and by extension the Languedoc-Roussillon, was spared the fate of 
most other regions of France, the Mistral wind keeping much of the 
bad weather at bay. 

Many of the elements that have imbued the wines with such 
exceptional quality were also to blame in turn for the low yields 
throughout the area. A wet autumn in 2011 was followed by a very 
dry and mild winter, before the whole of the south was gripped 
suddenly by bitterly cold temperatures for some ten days. Worse,  
the intense cold was accompanied by a penetrating Mistral, and the 
vines suffered. However, the summer months were fine, providing  
rain when needed and cool nights to help what fruit remained to 
develop beautifully.

Thanks to the small crop, the result was perfect phenolic ripeness, 
meaning that there are neither bitter tannins nor excessive alcohol 
levels in 2012.
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Southern Rhône
A great vintage throughout with low yields and outstanding quality  
of fruit. The tannins are present but perfectly integrated. This area is 
always a good source of great-value reds and there are more of them 
to choose from than ever in this offer, including new wines from 
Cairanne and Minervois.

A special mention for Châteauneuf-du-Pape
2012 is a great vintage here and as a result we have expanded the 
range considerably. For Daniel Brunier, commenting on the Vieux 
Télégraphe, the tannic structure behind his 2012 Châteauneuf was 
exceptional making him declare his vintage ‘phenomenal’.
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Northern Rhône
Fine, elegant wines were made in all appellations. Flavours are ripe  
and well-rounded and have a lovely fresh feel about them. 

The whites are also excellent and thanks to low yields, especially for the 
viognier grape, there is concentration of flavour and, like the reds, that 
remarkable feeling of freshness.

The cold winter and irregular flowering played havoc with yields – one 
reason why we’ve increased the number of wines in this offer compared 
to last year. The other reason is simply that this vintage is indeed 
‘phenomenal’ with so many delicious treats from which to choose!

Marcel Orford-Williams 
Society Rhône Buyer

For members looking for a variety of wines from this great vintage  
we include nine mixed cases priced from just £60.
 
Orders by website, telephone, post and fax  
will be accepted. If you would like to order online, visit  
thewinesociety.com/openingoffer. 
 
For information regarding this offer after the close date please e-mail 

memberservices@thewinesociety.com or telephone  
The Society on 01438 740222.

2012 NORTHERN RHONE

Crozes-Hermitage and Brézème
Crozes-Hermitage is the largest northern Rhône appellation while Brézème is the smallest and for now classified as just plain  
Côtes-du-Rhône. Syrah from here is pure, simple and at its most direct. Both starred in 2012.

 Ref  Six Dozen

1 RH35281 Brézème, Côtes-du-Rhône, Château de la Rolière — £68
  Syrah is grown on gentle, limestone slopes that overlook the river Drôme, between Valence and  
  Montélimar. This is Crozes-like syrah, ripe and supple and amazingly good value. 2015–2019. 

2 RH35291 Crozes-Hermitage, Meysonniers, Chapoutier £53 —
  2012 was an excellent Chapoutier vintage and this Crozes is quite lovely: dark and fragrant, more  
  backward than 2011 and needing a little longer to come round. A brilliant effort. 2016–2020. 

3 RH35301 Crozes-Hermitage, Les Jalets, Paul Jaboulet Aîné £53 —
  Textbook Crozes: black, sappy with great depth of flavour. Most now comes from Jaboulet-owned  
  vineyards, including a proportion from the famed Thalabert, and the class shows. 2016–2022. 

4 RH35311 Crozes-Hermitage, Domaine des Grands Chemins, Delas  £63 —
  Made with syrah from vines owned by the estate, all from the area known as Les Chassis, 30% of which  
  is raised in barrel. There is good concentration here with a tight, tannic structure. A keeper. 2017–2023. 

5 RH35321 Crozes-Hermitage, Nicolas-Perrin £63 —
  This is fabulous Crozes, fruity with depth and finesse. The contacts come from Nicolas Jaboulet and the  
  technical wizardry, including some very classy oak vats, comes from the Perrin family. The sources for  
  the grapes are impeccable and include the best names in the appellation. We can say no more!  
  2016–2022. 

6 RH35331 Crozes-Hermitage, Albéric Bouvet, Domaine Gilles Robin £70 —
  A modern style of Crozes: sweet, round with some oak and from vines close to Thalabert. Meticulously  
  made, precise, polished and delicious. Good for the medium term. 2016–2023. 

7 RH35341 Crozes-Hermitage, Cuvée Gaby, Domaine du Colombier £71 —
  This is the top cuvée from a family of fruit farmers with vines in both Crozes and Hermitage. Quality  
  of fruit means everything here and this is a lovely, full-flavoured, plump and dense syrah. 2016–2023. 

In-bond price, UK delivered, per six and per dozen
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In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

 Ref   Six

8 RH35351 Crozes-Hermitage, Domaine de Thalabert, Paul Jaboulet Aîné *  £99
  A Crozes with backbone! Dark, brooding and backward it may be, but what a lot of flavour and fruit beneath it all.  
  Fabulous! 2017–2025. Magnums available. 

9 RH36831 Crozes-Hermitage, Clos des Grives, Combier  £130
  New to The Wine Society are the wines of Laurent Combier, a pioneer in organic farming in the northern Rhône  
  who tends to make wines that have finesse and clean fruit flavours. Clos des Grives spends some time in barrel  
  and is intended to be at its best after a few years in bottle. The 2012 is rich and fat with a lovely mineral streak.  
  2017–2024. 

10 RH35361 Crozes-Hermitage, Domaine Roure, Paul Jaboulet Aîné   £130
  A tighter, more angular approach to Crozes. Roure is one of the great estates bought by Jaboulet over ten years ago.  
  It lies behind Hermitage and the wines are just a little more structured than elsewhere. 2017–2023. 

Saint-Joseph
This is the home of hand-crafted syrah: an area comprising some 26 villages, mostly tucked in beneath the granite escarpment that marks 
the right bank of the Rhône. Vines are mainly planted on very steep slopes and offer a wonderful expression of syrah. Gonon, Villard,  
Chave and Coursodon all made lovely 2012s.

11 RH35371 Saint-Joseph, Offerus, Sélection Jean-Louis Chave *  £65
  Jean-Louis Chave bought the Clos Florentin estate a couple of years ago and it is this, including the famous Clos de  
  l’Arbalestrier, which makes up the main part of this wine. As a result this is now almost exclusively from Chave’s own  
  vineyards. The 2012 combines both charm and depth of flavour. 2016–2022. 

12 RH35381 Saint-Joseph, Clos de Cuminaille, Domaine Gaillard  £74
  A perfectly polished barrel-aged syrah from a fine slope in the northern part of Saint-Joseph, near Côte-Rôtie and  
  style wise, not that dissimilar. A sensuous feel in 2012. 2016–2022. 

13 RH35431 Saint-Joseph, Saint-Cosme  £74
  A tiny parcel of bewitchingly good syrah, coming from the mysterious Malleval Valley in the northern Rhône.  
  Plenty of colour and depth of flavour here. 2016–2022. 

14 RH35421 Saint-Joseph, François de Tournon, Delas  £75
  For Jacques Grange, cellarmaster at Delas, this wine represents in some way the heart and soul of their extensive  
  range. It is certainly a benchmark for the house and for the appellation. Very fine and very long and simply brilliant  
  in 2012. 2015–2022. 

M

indicates magnums available – see order form for prices.  * These wines feature in mixed cases on pages 20 and 21.M

Claire Darnaud Delas: brilliant wines in 2012 Jérôme Coursodon: polished and full flavoured wines
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 Ref   Six

15 RH35391 Saint-Joseph, Lieu Dit Paradis, Ferraton  £79
  This is made with syrah planted above Mauves on complex soils that include a covering of loess, which tends to  
  impart finesse in the wines. This has plenty of sweet, ripe fruit. A charmer. 2015–2020. 

16 RH34931 Saint-Joseph, Les Olivaies, Domaine Coursodon  £92
  Domaine Coursodon is a good source of Saint-Joseph in a modern style. Always well-presented and polished, this  
  is full-flavoured, very dark and ripe. One can almost taste the granite here! 2016–2022. 

17 RH35401 Saint-Joseph, Lieu Dit Saint-Joseph, Ferraton  £97
  Ferraton, under Chapoutier management, produces wines from single vineyards in the best years. This comes from  
  the heart of Saint-Joseph. Lots of densely packed fruit here, with richness and great depth of flavour. It will need time.  
  2017–2024. 

18 RH35001 Saint-Joseph, Domaine Gripa  £98
  A delicious, bright, full-flavoured Saint-Joseph; dark, spicy and made by a top winemaker who places the emphasis  
  on fruit and freshness. Perfect for early drinking. 2015–2020. 

19 RH35411 Saint-Joseph, Domaine Bernard Faurie  £106
  A stylish, well-balanced and fruity 2012 from the exceptional Bernard Faurie. Bernard’s career is drawing to a close  
  and this might be his last Saint-Joseph vintage. 2016–2022. 

20 RH35011 Saint-Joseph, Domaine Gonon  £108
  Brothers Pierre and Jean Gonon are leading growers in Saint-Joseph with cellars just down the road from Chave.  
  They are unquestionably making the best wines in the region, in a style that is entirely unforced and utterly  
  gorgeous. 2016–2023. 

21 RH35441 Saint-Joseph, Les Reflets, Domaine Villard  £125
  François Villard has always been better known for his whites but his reds are definitely worth looking at too. This is  
  at the top of the range: a dark, brooding syrah, concentrated and still masked by oak at present. 2017–2024. 

22 RH35451 Saint-Joseph, Tilde, Domaine Pierre-Jean Villa  £128
  Pierre-Jean began his trade working at Clos de Tart and he still maintains connections in Burgundy. His small vineyard  
  in the northern Rhône is home to lots of little parcels on good slopes, which yield lovely wines. Stylish, blackberry  
  fruit with lots of depth and length of flavour. 2016–2023. 

23 RH35461 Saint-Joseph, La Croix des Vignes, Paul Jaboulet Ainé  £130
  This comes from a tiny plot under Jaboulet’s ownership and only a few hundred cases are made. Very black with  
  notes of tapenade and graphite, rich and very long. Glorious in 2012. 2017–2024. 

24 RH34611 Saint-Joseph, Granits, Chapoutier  £140
  From old vines and from the historic heart of the Saint-Joseph appellation, this is fine, fleshy and mineral with  
  a touch of ripe cherries. 2016–2023. 

Cornas
The village has grown and now merges with Saint-Péray. Only reds here and mighty reds at that. Cornas enjoys a very specific microclimate, 
more Mediterranean and hidden among the outcrops of granite are evergreen oaks more usually found several miles to the south. The 
wines are thick and often densely flavoured. Low yields and fine quality in 2012.

25 RH35471 Cornas, Domaine Durand  £98
  The two brothers here farm good plots in the best parts of Cornas and work to make an approachable style  
  of wine without rusticity. 2012 was perfectly ripe for them. Lovely northern Rhône syrah and good value too.  
  2017–2024. 

26 RH35481 Cornas, Champelrose, Domaine Courbis  £98
  ‘Polished’ is a word that often comes to mind when describing the wines of Laurent and Dominique Courbis.  
  This is dark and stylish with lots of flavour and nothing out of place. 2017–2026. 

27 RH35491 Cornas, Domaine Alain Verset  £98
  Alain is the nephew of the great Noël Verset and inherited a part of his uncle’s vineyard. Like many growers here,   
  he has a day job which in his case is at a truck assembly plant where he works with his friend Gilbert Serrette.  
  His wine is delicious, deceptively soft, uncomplicated and satisfying. It just needs a decent steak and, perhaps, a gratin  
  dauphinois. 2016–2023. 

In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

To order thewinesociety.com/openingoffer 01438 740222
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In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

 Ref   Six

28 RH35521 Cornas, Grandes Terrasses, Paul Jaboulet Aîné  £100
  Though Jaboulet is better known for other wines, Cornas in some ways has always had a special place in their hearts,  
  and that continues to this day. Their 2012 is very fine, with dark, plummy fruit, full of ripe tannins and great length.  
  2017–2026. Magnums available. 

29 RH35501 Cornas, Lieu Dit Patou, Ferraton  £110
  This has great concentration and depth of flavour. Thick, olive-paste flavours and great length abound in this  
  gorgeous, rich wine. A great Cornas. 2018–2028. 

30 RH35531 Cornas, Nicolas Perrin  £110
  Nicolas Jaboulet selected some lovely barrels of 2012 Cornas. Black and still shrouded in tannin, this has elegance  
  too and will develop well. 2017–2028. 

31 RH35511 Cornas, Patou, Domaine Dumien Serrette  £120
  Gilbert Serrette married into a Cornas family of growers and learned to make wine with his father-in-law, Henri  
  Dumien. The cellars are among my favourite: earthen floors, clean and tidy with one room right at the back with  
  parallel rows of barrels. As you walk towards the cellars, the church spire looms directly above, a sign maybe that  
  these wines are rather good – as indeed they are! Both concentration and freshness here in 2012. Gorgeous.  
  2017–2026. 

32 RH35541 Cornas, Domaine du Tunnel  £135
  Stéphane Robert, better known for his white Saint-Péray, also makes good, sturdy Cornas that has both depth  
  and weight of flavour. The 2012 is black and has terrific density and concentration, with a flavour of thick tapenade.  
  2017–2028. 

33 RH35591 Cornas, Les Geynale, Domaine Vincent Paris  £148
  Vincent Paris is a young vigneron in Cornas who in part acquired his vineyard from his uncle, Robert Michel.  
  The best fruit comes from very old vines planted on the Geynale slope. There is much depth and finesse in this  
  concentrated 2012. 2018–2028. 

34 RH35551 Cornas, Vieilles Vignes, Domaine Voge  £165
  Alain Voge owns some of the best plots in Cornas which are now worked by his partner Albéric Mazoyer who 
  used to be winemaker at Chapoutier. Brilliant 2012s here; this is bright and fine with lots of weight and matter.  
  2018–2029. 

35 RH35561 Cornas, Sabarotte, Domaine Courbis  £190
  Courbis’ 2012s are very impressive, and the best is his Cornas Sabarotte, which is thick and concentrated, and  
  of outstanding quality. 2018–2029.  

36 RH35571 Cornas, Domaine Saint Pierre, Paul Jaboulet Aîné  £200
  Saint Pierre, right at the top of the hill, is always the last to be picked. The 2012 is gorgeous, refined, mineral,  
  almost lead-pencil-like and very long. 2018–2029. Magnums available. 

37 RH35581 Cornas, Vieilles Fontaines, Domaine Voge  £275
  The top wine, only made in the best vintages, is rich, very ripe and thickly textured. This will need time. 2019–2030. 

38 RH35601 Cornas, Les Reynards, Domaine Thierry Allemand   £305
  Some of the syrah vines date back to 1900; these are seriously vieilles vignes! Yields in 2012 were very low so there  
  is added concentration in this vintage. Black, brooding and outstanding. 2019–2032. 

Seyssuel and Vin de Pays
Côte-Rôtie is said to be the northernmost appellation in the northern Rhône and while that is technically correct, there are also  
other wines made a little further north, around the next bend in the river on the other side of Vienne. There is no appellation as yet  
but officially they take the name of the village of Seyssuel. Before phylloxera there were vines here but the vineyards remained abandoned 
until they were replanted about 20 years ago. Most is red from syrah, invariably dark and intense and Côte-Rôtie-like. Growers from  
round here also use the vin de pays status for wines from other non-appellation slopes or from young vines and these can be very  
good value indeed.

39 RH35611 Domaine Ogier, La Rosine, Collines Rhodaniennes  £63 
  This is one of the little secrets of the northern Rhône. The Ogier family have always owned this unclassified plot on  
  the border between Côte-Rôtie and Condrieu. The slope is very steep and used to be planted with apricot trees.  
  The 2012 is very fine and delicate, Côte-Rôtie-like in style and raised in barrel in the same way. Great value.  
  2015–2020. 

M

M

indicates magnums available – see order form for prices.  * These wines feature in mixed cases on pages 20 and 21.M
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In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

 Ref   Six

40 RH35621 Domaine René Rostaing, Les Lezardes, Vin de Pays des Collines Rhodaniennes  £75 
  René Rostaing is one of the great names of Côte-Rôtie and also owns a small patch of vineyard on very steep  
  schistous slopes that hang precariously over the road. The 2012, all syrah, has great poise and finesse. 2015–2021. 

41 RH35631 Domaine Villard, Seul en Scène   £120
  François Villard was one of the first to plant in Seyssuel, the non-appellation land across the river from Côte-Rôtie.  
  His 2012 was only 17hl/ha, in other words very low yields and it has real concentration. Ripe, dark and exquisite.  
  2016–2023. 

42 RH35641 Domaine Ogier, Ame Soeur  £120
  Stéphane Ogier was one of those growers who took the plunge and planted on virgin slopes by the village of  
  Seyssuel. The soils here are as in Côte-Rôtie but the aspect faces the evening sun. His vines are now 12 years old  
  and that is beginning to tell in terms of concentration. Dark, rich and very fine. 2016–2021. 

Côte-Rôtie
This year’s Côte-Rôties have Burgundian charm and finesse, and a remarkable seam of freshness that makes the vintage so attractive. 

43 RH35731 Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Niéro *  £128
  Robert Niéro makes a soft and very appealing style of Côte-Rôtie from vines that are mostly at the southern end  
  of the appellation. Stylish, charming and good for earlier drinking. 2016–2022. 

44 RH35651 Côte-Rôtie, Triotes, Domaine Garon *  £130
  This estate now makes a cuveé from young vines, a real bonus as it means that their main wine, Triotes, has more  
  flavour and concentration. 2012 is clearly the best vintage to date for the Garon family. A fragrant, floral bouquet  
  and a long, sensuous palate. 2016–2023. 

45 RH35721 Côte-Rôtie, Château de Montlys *  £130
  This comes from the northernmost part of Côte-Rôtie and on land that had been half abandoned since phylloxera.  
  Christophe Semaska, of Baltic origin, is the vigneron and makes delightful, fragrant, sumptuous wine. A lovely, ripe- 
  tasting and creamy-textured Côte-Rôtie. 2016–2024.  

46 RH35741 Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Burgaud *  £130
  Bernard Burgaud likes Côte-Rôtie in a full-flavoured and structured style. Only the best grapes go into this one  
  cuvée. The 2012 is full, weighty and generous. 2018–2026. 

47 RH35751 Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Gaillard  £135
  Pierre Gaillard likes to include viognier in his reds which gives added fragrance and helps make a very round,  
  polished wine for early to mid-term drinking. Very appealing, rounded and soft in 2012. 2016–2021. 

48 RH35761 Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Clusel-Roch  £140
  This is mostly northern Côte-Rôtie where soils are of dark schist rather than granite. The wines often have more  
  colour and a flavour that one can describe as mineral, stony, even slate-like. The 2012 has concentration, deep cherry  
  fruit and a fine tannic structure. 2018–2026. Magnums available. 

49 RH35811 Côte-Rôtie, Côte Brune, Domaine Barge  £140
  Consistently one of the best in the appellation and the 2012 Côte Brune is no exception. Dark, full-flavoured and  
  thoroughly rewarding. 2018–2026. 

50 RH35791 Côte-Rôtie, Nicolas Perrin *  £148
  This is a partnership between Nicolas Jaboulet and Perrin Frères which is producing a range of wines where elegance  
  is to the fore. The 2012 blends both northern and southern styles of Côte-Rôtie. Fragrant, fine and elegant, with  
  a little touch of viognier for added bloom. 2015–2023. 

51 RH35781 Côte-Rôtie, La Germine, Duclaux *  £150
  This is a well-established property with vines in the south of Côte-Rôtie. The style is light, more Côte Blonde-like  
  in style and readier sooner. Great delicacy here, helped by the inclusion of a little viognier in the blend. 2015–2027. 

52 RH35861 Côte-Rôtie, Galets Blonds, Domaine Villard  £163
  François Villard is making better and better reds, extracting less and making wines that are rounder and more  
  appealing. Having said that, such was the quality of the crop in 2012 that he decided to keep some of the stalks  
  during fermentation. Plenty of grip and lovely quality of fruit. 2018–2028. 

indicates magnums available – see order form for prices.  * These wines feature in mixed cases on pages 20 and 21.M

M
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In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

 Ref   Six

53 RH35821 Côte-Rôtie, Saint-Cosme  £165
  Louis Barruol must have perfect contacts on the ‘roasted slope’ as time and time again he delivers great wine.  
  There is always an element of Viallière here which brings colour, perfume and strong minerality. Brilliant in 2012.  
  2017–2025. 

54 RH35831 Côte-Rôtie, Seigneur de Maugiron, Delas  £170
  Lovely, ripe, fleshy Côte-Rôtie, which is sweet-centred and very long. 2015–2024. 

55 RH35881 Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Ogier  £188
  For those who like a more modern approach to syrah with exemplary use of new oak. This is full, dark but very  
  elegant too. The element from the Côte Brune was especially impressive. This will need a little time. 2017–2023. 

56 RH35891 Côte-Rôtie, Ampodium, Domaine Rostaing  £193
  It is fashionable to give names to wines and René Rostaing has picked the Roman for Ampuis for what he sometimes  
  used to refer as his cuvée classique. The 2012 is soft, rounded and quite delicious. 2016–2027. 

57 RH35841 Côte-Rôtie, Rochains, Domaine Garon  £215
  From old vines close to Guigal’s La Turque. This is dense, full-flavoured and very long on the finish. A keeper.  
  2018–2028. 

58 RH35871 Côte-Rôtie, La Viallière, Domaine Clusel-Roch  £225
  Grapes from this exceptional vineyard are often the backbone in many a blend. Here it is on its own. Very fine, lean  
  and austere, this is wonderful, but will need plenty of time. 2019–2030. 

59 RH34591 Côte-Rôtie, Mordorée, Chapoutier  £335
  Made from 70-year-old vines, from Côte Brune and Côte Blonde vineyards, which are steep and south facing.  
  The 2012 is fabulous, silky, fleshy and long. 2018–2030. 

60 RH35901 Côte-Rôtie, La Landonne, Domaine Rostaing  £375
  Bags of flavour. Black and chunky with a huge finish. 2018–2030. 

61 RH35911 Côte-Rôtie, Côte Blonde, Domaine Rostaing  £410
  Opulent, sensuous and gorgeous. 2019–2031. 

Louis Barruol: delivering superb Côte-Rôtie year in, year out Hermitage La Chapelle: magnificent in 2012

To order thewinesociety.com/openingoffer 01438 740222
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Hermitage
Hermitage is rightly regarded as the grand wine from the northern Rhône, quite separate from more modest Crozes. Hermitage  
is a hill overlooking the Rhône at a point when the river momentarily changes direction to go east. Geologically, Hermitage is a mass  
of complexity, a fusion of two worlds, Massif Central and the Alps. Such complexity is fully reproduced in the wines. Domaine Jean-Louis 
Chave will be released later.

 Ref   Six

62 RH35921 Hermitage, Domaine des Tourettes, Delas  £190
  The very successful 2011 might have been a little rounder but the 2012 will live longer; it certainly has the structure  
  for keeping and when tasted in October it seemed a little closed. Lots of elegance here. 2017–2026. 

63 RH35941 Hermitage, Domaine Bernard Faurie  £215
  From what seems like a garage beneath a rather unprepossessing house on the outskirts of Tournon come minute  
  quantities of outstanding Hermitage. Bernard’s vines are in Bessards, Méal and Greffieux and for The Wine Society  
  he makes a blend of all three. Sinewy, effortless, refined and very long. 2018–2030. 

64 RH35951 Hermitage, La Petite Chapelle, Paul Jaboulet Aîné  £220
  Caroline Frey says of this cuvée that it should be as good as Chapelle was in the past. There is some fruit from  
  Rocoules in the blend which accounts for the 2012’s finesse, but there is also great depth of flavour and gorgeous  
  fruit. Fabulous. 2017–2030. 

65 RH35931 Hermitage, Monier de la Sizeranne, Chapoutier  £265
  Chapoutier made fabulous 2012s. This is gravelly, refined, beautifully balanced and very long. 2017–2027.  

66 RH34581 Ermitage Les Greffieux, Chapoutier  £348
  Greffieux lies below the Méal vineyard and has slightly deeper soils with more clay. The wines have some of the  
  power of Méal and the silky textures too. The 2012 was outstanding. 2017–2030. 

67 RH35961 Hermitage La Chapelle, Paul Jaboulet Aîné  £625
  The 2012 Chapelle, built from the greatest plots in Jaboulet’s armoury, is black, brooding and imposing. It is a  
  magnificent wine. 2019–2035. Magnums available. 

68 RH34571 Ermitage, l’Ermite, Chapoutier  £800
  The vines of l’Ermite surround the chapel at the top of the hill of Hermitage. The soil is sandy and shallow, and the  
  wines have a certain austerity in youth but which opens up to encompass delicacy, fragrance and a certain tannic  
  structure. The 2012 is very much a complete wine. 2019–2032. 

M

indicates magnums available – see order form for prices.  * These wines feature in mixed cases on pages 20 and 21.M

Cellars at Maby where Richard and Natasha Maby are producing  
great things
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2012 SOUTHERN RHÔNE

2012 is an exceptional Southern Rhône vintage. A combination of climatic factors spread throughout the year led to a small crop of 
perfectly ripe grapes. The wines have rare balance and poise with a quality of fruit that is succulent and uplifting. Châteauneuf-du-Pape leads 
the way with a vintage of majesty. Other villages from Cairanne to Gigondas follow in similar fashion with wines that exude class.

The right bank, including Lirac, Saint-Gervais and Laudun
These are generous wines but with a sense of style, finesse, sometimes close to Châteauneuf in style but at a fraction of the price.

 Ref  Six Dozen

69 RH35971 Laudun, Château Courac * — £55
  Courac is a large estate with a husband-and-wife team, both oenologists and with a link to Sicily.  
  The wines are impeccably made and invariably among the best we buy for the price. Their villages  
  Laudun is their best red, which has a good deal of syrah, no oak but oodles of fine, juicy fruit. It keeps  
  well too as the 2007 shows today. 2015–2022. 

70 RH35991 Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Omar Khayyam, Mas du Libian — £72
  Nestor the horse pulls the plough at this idyllic vineyard near the Gorges de l’Ardèche. The wines  
  are gorgeous, dark, sensuous and full of fruit. This is a cuvée from older vines and it will repay a little  
  keeping. 2016–2020. 

71 RH35981 Lirac, Château Mont-Redon — £78
  For years, Lirac has been undervalued but the word is out and prices are beginning to edge up.  
  There is huge potential here as some of the terroir is very similar to Châteauneuf. Mont-Redon makes  
  theirs into a mini Châteauneuf, 70% grenache, 20% syrah and 10% mourvèdre. The 2012 is impressive  
  and close in style and quality to the 2010. 2015–2021. 

72 RH36001 Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Notre Dame des Celettes, Domaine Sainte Anne — £84
  Domaine Sainte Anne is one of the remarkable estates in the southern Rhône. The Stenmaiers,  
  originally from Burgundy, were pioneers, introducing both syrah and mourvèdre to the area. Both are  
  used here though the majority is grenache. Full-flavoured and rich from 40-year-old vines. Lovely soft  
  grainy fruit. 2016–2021. 

73 RH36011 Saint Gervais, Les Rouvières, Domaine Sainte Anne £50 —
  70% mourvèdre here, rich, ripe and sweetly flavoured with a long and spicy finish. Glorious in this  
  great vintage. 2017–2025. 

74 RH36021 Lirac, Nessun Dorma, Domaine Maby * £55 —
  Made from nearly 50% very ripe mourvèdre without a single note of Puccini. Richard Maby is striving  
  to make his the leading estate in Lirac. The 2012 is richly flavoured and generous with a twist of  
  bouquet garni. 2015–2023. 

75 RH36031 Saint Gervais, Les Morillons, Domaine Sainte Anne £60 —
  This is almost 100% syrah and this northern Rhône grape variety worked very well in 2012.  
  Fuller-bodied than a northern Rhône would be and richer too. Black fruit, deeply layered and dense.  
  2017–2026. 

Richard Maby: richly flavoured and generous wines

To order thewinesociety.com/openingoffer 01438 740222
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The northern hills: Uchaux, Valréas and Vinsobres
This is olive country with the town of Nyons lending its name to the finest oil in Provence. It is also truffle country and increasingly  
it is also a place to find elegant reds that are often marked by a high percentage of syrah, a grape which thrives among the light sub-alpine 
breezes. Vinsobres is the top appellation here but others are just as good.

 Ref  Six Dozen

76 RH36051 Côtes-du-Rhône, Réserve Wine Society, Perrin et Fils * — £42
  This is exclusive to The Wine Society and is the result of tasting bulk Côtes-du-Rhône at Beaucastel  
  on a glorious November day. The 2012 plays to the strength of the syrah grape in this vintage which  
  accounts for about a third of the blend. Great depth of flavour, fruity, round and satisfyingly rich.  
  2015–2021. 

77 RH36061 Vinsobres, Altitude, Domaine Jaume * — £60
  The Jaumes offer two contrasting wines from Vinsobres. Altitude, as the name suggests, comes from  
  vines further up the slope and has a fresher feel about it. No oak just lots of lovely fruit that can be  
  approached a little earlier 60/40 syrah/grenache split. 2015–2023. 

78 RH36091 Saint Maurice, Domaine de l’Echevin * — £64
  The village of Saint Maurice is next door to Vinsobres and indeed some of the vines here are on the  
  border that separates the two communes. Syrah-dominated old vines and high altitude are behind  
  this dark and elegant red. 2015–2021. 

79 RH36081 Valréas, Domaine Val des Rois — £69
  Emmanuel Bouchard, a distant relative of the Burgundian Bouchards, farms on mostly north-facing  
  slopes overlooking the bustling town of Valréas. The blend is 70% grenache and 30% syrah. It is full,  
  rich and generous with flavours of damsons and a touch of herb and spice. 2015–2022. 

80 RH36101 Côtes-du-Rhône, Mon Coeur, Chave Sélection — £69
  As well as being the King of Hermitage, Jean-Louis Chave enjoys making delicious wines for the family  
  to drink every day. This is the rationale behind Mon Coeur, a blend from well-known estates, all very  
  willing to sell the odd vat of Côtes-du-Rhône. The Chave genius comes in the élevage in barrel and,  
  of course, the blending. A gorgeous 2012 that has exquisite finesse. 2016–2023. 

81 RH36071 Massif d’Uchaux, Grande Réserve, Château Saint Estève * — £74
  Impeccable organically farmed grenache-syrah blend. Generous, full-bodied but with an element  
  of freshness which gives this wine so much lift and energy. The 2007 today is a dream and the 2012  
  will develop in a similar way. 2017–2025. 

82 RH36111 Vinsobres, Référence, Domaine Jaume * — £79
  The Jaume family make The Society’s Côtes-du-Rhône for everyday drinking. This is their take on  
  something with more depth, complexity and ageing potential. The syrah takes the lead and all the  
  elements come from older vines taken from the middle of the slope. The wines are raised in oak  
  for about a year. 2017–2028. Magnums available. 

83 RH36121 Vinsobres, Les Hauts de Julien, Perrin Frères £108 —
  Even before Vinsobres had acquired its cru status, the Perrins had begun investing here. Today they  
  have the largest estate. This is their top cuvée, 50:50 syrah and grenache fermented and aged in oak.  
  Full and rich in 2012. 2017–2028. 

Cairanne, Rasteau and neighbours
These are like twin sisters, occupying a very central position in the southern Rhône. Though equally full-bodied, they are not identical; 
Rasteau being bold and dramatic, Cairanne more subtle. The flat, stony Plan de Dieu extends below them.

84 RH36131 Cairanne, Domaine de l’Ameillaud * — £58
  Generous, full-bodied Cairanne made from grenache with a little syrah and carignan. Spicy and  
  plummy and good value. 2015–2019. 

85 RH36221 Plan de Dieu, Château Saint Jean * — £58
  We have been buying François Meffre’s lovely Côtes-du-Rhône for a few years now. This is a step up  
  in quality, made from older vines below Cairanne. Rich and full-bodied. 2015–2021. 

86 RH36141 Cairanne, Les Bruneau, Domaine Delubac * — £60
  Cairanne should be full-bodied and generous but at the same time it should have elegance. Domaine  
  Delubac ticks all of those boxes with aplomb. 2015–2023. 

M

indicates magnums available – see order form for prices.  * These wines feature in mixed cases on pages 20 and 21.M
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 Ref  Six Dozen

87 RH36151 Cairanne, Peyre Blanche, Perrin Frères * — £67
  When an organically farmed property came up for sale in Cairanne recently, it was immediately  
  snapped up by the Perrin family who over the last year or two have been consolidating a large  
  portfolio across the Rhône. Made with 75% grenache and 25% syrah, and oozing thick, ripe blackberry  
  fruit. 2015–2022. 

88 RH36161 Roaix, Domaine Pique-Basse, As du Pique £40 —
  Roaix is a village right next to Rasteau and produces similar wines. Until recently it has been rarely  
  seen as most is produced by the local co-op and the majority used for blending. Olivier Troppet took  
  over his grandparents’ estate and transformed it. This is a lovely grenache-dominated Rhône that is  
  generous, thick and spicy. 2015–2021. 

89 RH36181 Cairanne, Ventabren, Domaine des Escaravailles * — £82
  Escaravailles wines are always marked by opulent fruit and very round tannins. The 2012 is no  
  exception. ‘Suave’ was the word underlined in my tasting-note booklet! 2015–2020. 

90 RH36211 Cairanne, Clos Romane — £82
  This is a new estate and only its second vintage. What makes it really interesting is that it has much  
  less grenache and 25% mourvèdre. Lots of character and flavour; spicy too. 2016–2021. 

91 RH36201 Rasteau, Domaine de la Soumade * £42 —
  The Roméros of Rasteau are back on form, making a delightful wine in this low-yielding vintage.  
  This is big, rich, generous and quite superb in 2012. 2015–2022. 

92 RH36191 Rasteau, La Ponce, Domaine des Escaravailles £45 —
  Rasteau, next door to Cairanne, has much more of its vines planted on south-facing slopes and the  
  wines tend to be fuller still, almost dramatic. This is a very full grenache-syrah blend, perfect for winter  
  drinking. 2015–2023. 

93 RH36171 Côtes-du-Rhône, Les Deux Albions, Saint-Cosme — £95
  Louis Barruol plays to the strengths of several well-known Rhône villages including Cairanne and  
  Vinsobres. Nearly half the blend is syrah with grenache, cinsault and even a little clairette in supporting  
  roles. No oak here. Dark and brimming with rich, ripe fruit. 2015–2021. 

94 RH36231 Plan de Dieu, Domaine de Père en fille, Paul Jaboulet Aîné £51 —
  The Plan de Dieu is the continuation of Cairanne and Rasteau, and is seen as a perfect place for  
  growing grenache and mourvèdre. Low yields account for the great concentration of flavour.  
  Wild herbs, spice, rich fruit and great elegance here. 2016–2026. 

Vinsobres: Olive country and the wines aren’t bad either!

To order thewinesociety.com/openingoffer 01438 740222
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The Eastern Fringes, part one: Sablet, Séguret and Vacqueyras.
These eastern fringes are bordered by the natural rampart called the Dentelles de Montmirail. Beyond are unspoiled Provence pastures. 
Wines here tend to be fruit driven and comparatively robust.

 Ref  Six Dozen

95 RH36241 Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Réserve Wine Society, Paul Jaboulet Aîné — £60
  An exclusive blend for The Wine Society taking full advantage of Jaboulet’s buying power to source  
  the best wines. This is mostly grenache and syrah from Séguret, where Jaboulet has always been at  
  home. Syrah and grenache from Saint Gervais and some gorgeous syrah from the Plan de Dieu are  
  also here. Quite brilliant. 2015–2022. 

96 RH36251 Séguret, Tradition, Domaine de Mourchon * — £72
  From a very successful and enterprising estate with vines planted high up in the Dentelles de  
  Montmirail, this is a full-flavoured, structured red, grenache-based and concentrated with lots of  
  extract. 2016–2022. 

97 RH36291 Sablet, Château du Trignon — £82
  Owned by the Quiot family who supply The Society with both Châteauneuf and Provence rosé, this  
  is a lovely, soft, supple red made from old vines including 20% mourvèdre grown on sandy soils.  
  2015–2021. 

98 RH36261 Vacqueyras Saint Roch, Clos des Cazaux * — £87
  Two-thirds grenache and one-third syrah, picked late for optimum ripeness. No oak so just loads  
  of delicious fruit and real charm. Clos des Cazaux will also supply our Exhibition Vacqueyras this year,  
  but this is made in a more full-bodied and rich style. 2015–2022. Magnums available. 

99 RH36281 Vacqueyras, Les Cyprès, Paul Jaboulet Aîné £44 —
  Vacqueyras should not just be about brawn. There should be a finer side to it, almost floral in style  
  when done well. Jaboulet has got it right, as they did last year. A majority of grenache with 20% syrah  
  and the rest made up of cinsault, carignan and mourvèdre. 2015–2022. 

100 RH36271 Vacqueyras, Les Templiers, Clos des Cazaux — £95
  From the same estate but here syrah takes an almost solo role. Weighty, very dark, brooding and  
  spicy. Blackberry flavoured with a touch of olive and a sprinkle of herbs. 2016–2022. 

101 RH36301 Séguret, Grande Réserve, Domaine de Mourchon £58 —
  Big-boned, structured Rhône, concentrated and extracted. Aged in oak, this needs keeping but will  
  age well. 2017–2023. 

The Eastern Fringes, part two: From Gigondas to the Ventoux
Ventoux, Beaumes de Venise and Gigondas touch each other and a few estates have vines in all three. The mountains play a key part here, 
delaying the vintage and forming healthy cooling breezes. Gigondas, planted by the Romans, is at the heart of the matter and a growing 
number of estates are now making wines here to challenge the might of Châteauneuf-du-Pape.

102 RH36311 Ventoux, Epicure, Château Valcombe — £73
  The Ventoux is home to cycle races and increasingly good wine. Vineyards are planted a little higher  
  up and benefit from cool mountain breezes, hence the freshness in its wines. This comes from an  
  estate just in the middle of getting its organic certification. Full-bodied, rich and generously flavoured.  
  Châteauneuf-like style for a modest price. 2015–2021. 

103 RH36321 Beaumes de Venise, Le Paradou, Paul Jaboulet Aîné * — £79
  Red Beaumes de Venise is Gigondas-like in style but less dramatic, also dominated by grenache and  
  always generous and warm hearted. This is delicious and ripe, and will be approachable young.  
  2015–2020. 

104 RH36331 Gigondas Tour Sarazzine, Clos des Cazaux * £55 —
  Full-bodied, fruit-driven Gigondas made from 70% grenache and the rest evenly split between  
  syrah and mourvèdre. No oak here. 2016–2022. Magnums available. 

105 RH36341 Beaumes de Venise, Domaine de Boussières £60 —
  This is new to us from an estate that is better known for its Gigondas but I found their Beaumes  
  de Venise also very impressive. Dark, rich and full of ripe, damson fruit. Delicious. 2016–2023. 

M

M
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 Ref   Six

106 RH36351 Gigondas, Domaine du Cayron  £80
  Three sisters are in charge of this small estate, which has very traditional views on winemaking. The Faraud family  
  owns lots of plots all over Gigondas which bring complexity. Long ageing in large foudres gives their wine a lovely  
  glowing patina and The Society is able to pick its own cask. I particularly liked one with 15% cinsault this year, which  
  is especially silky and fine. 2016–2025. 

107 RH36361 Gigondas, Château Saint-Cosme  £91
  My tasting of Louis Barruol’s 2012s was exceptional, with the quality close to their remarkable 2010s. This is a  
  brilliant full-flavoured red, majestic and elegant with well-judged use of oak. 2017–2024. 

108 RH34881 Gigondas, Les Racines, Domaine Les Pallières  £91
  Pallières is one of the historic estates in Gigondas, up in the north towards Sablet and on sandy soils. This part of the  
  estate was bought by the Brunier brothers of Vieux Télégraphe and from it they make two wines. Racines has more  
  of the older vines, grenache, syrah and 5% of white clairette which Daniel Brunier believes is an important element  
  in the blend. Concentrated with depth of flavour, a lovely fine texture and a long finish. 2017–2024. 

109 RH36381 Gigondas, Moulin de la Gardette, Ventabren  £99
  Jean-Baptiste Meunier has the air of a schoolmaster ; in which case the vines are his pupils and in 2012 were top  
  of the league table! This is a brilliant vintage for him: full-bodied, rich and yet with amazing elegance. 2017–2027. 

110 RH36391 Gigondas, Valbelle, Château Saint-Cosme  £155
  Big, sumptuous Gigondas, the result of a trawl through the best plots at Saint-Cosme. 2017–2024. 

111 RH36401 Gigondas, Le Claux, St Cosme  £230
  From a plot of 110-year-old-grenache, this is very dark, very concentrated with plenty of fat and potential for ageing.  
  2018–2030. 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape and around
Châteauneuf is without doubt the best-known name in the Rhône Valley which can produce wines of real majesty. 2012 will not disappoint: 
an utterly glorious vintage helped by very low yields, with wines that combine weight and freshness with a perfectly ripe tannic structure.

112 RH36411 Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Terre d’Argile, Domaine de la Janasse *  £55
  We tasted all of the elements of this wine in October: grenache, syrah, carignan and mourvèdre from vines close  
  to the Châteauneuf border. Janasse is an exciting estate making great wine across the board. Châteauneuf-like in style  
  and great value. 2016–2021. 

113 RH36421 Côtes-du-Rhône, Coudoulet de Beaucastel *  £68
  This historic vineyard falls outside the Châteauneuf boundary, but the style is unmistakably Châteauneuf, even  
  unmistakably Beaucastel, with its large proportion of mourvèdre. Rich, chewy and gorgeous. 2015–2022. 

114 RH36441 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Tradition, Domaine La Boutinière *  £73
  Frédéric Boutin used to sell in bulk to the trade, where his old vines were much appreciated. A brilliant effort in 2012;  
  this has finesse and length and is very good for the price. 2015–2022. 

115 RH36431 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine Valori  £73
  Good-value Châteauneuf from François Meffre, made with 85% grenache, 10% syrah and 5% mourvèdre.  
  No oak, just oodles of sweet, ripe fruit. 2015–2022. 

116 RH36451 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château Mont-Redon *  £84
  Mont-Redon is so large that Didier Fabre uses a coach to ferry his pickers from one plot to the next! Low yields  
  in 2012 resulted in a wine that has concentration and fat. A great success here. 2017–2028. 

117 RH36461 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine Font de Michelle *  £95
  2012 rated as exceptional at Font de Michelle and produced a full range of cuvées. This is the standard-bearer, using   
  all grape varieties including muscardin, counoise and vacarèse, and no new oak. Rich, fruity and full-flavoured with that  
  unmistakable charm that is Font de Michelle. 2017–2028. 

118 RH36471 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Bosquet des Papes *  £98
  Fabulous Châteauneuf from Nicolas Boiron. This remains one of the best Châteauneufs around and is in the very  
  traditional style. Generous, tarry, roasted fruit with lovely round tannins. 2016–2024. 

To order thewinesociety.com/openingoffer 01438 740222
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119 RH36481 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Crau de Ma Mère, Mayard  £105
  The Mayard family, a brother and two sisters, run an important estate in Châteauneuf and make several wines  
  including our exceptional Exhibition Châteauneuf. This is their top wine and comes from the plateau de La Crau  
  near Vieux Télégraphe. Sensuous and rich in 2012. 2016–2024. 

120 RH36491 Côtes-du-Rhône, Garrigues, Domaine de la Janasse  £105
  Only a few hundred cases are made of this extraordinary wine. 100% grenache and from a northerly exposition.  
  The 2012 is complex and complete. Very low stocks, unfortunately. 2017–2028. 

121 RH36521 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Les Cèdres, Paul Jaboulet Aîné  £105
  It’s been a while since we’ve bought this but 2012 marks a new chapter here, all made possible when Jaboulet  
  bought Domaine des Terres Fermes, near La Nerthe. This is lovely, refined and long. 2016–2027. 

122 RH36541 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Bernardines, Chapoutier  £105
  Michel Chapoutier farms his plot of Châteauneuf biodynamically as he does his great plots on the hill of Hermitage.  
  This is 100% grenache, no oak but fruity and very elegant. 2016–2024. 

123 RH36501 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine Giraud  £125
  Brother-and-sister team Pierre and Marie Giraud are making big and characterful wines where the accent is on bold  
  fruit flavours and full ripeness. Grenache is the key here and low yields mean that they made far less wine in 2012.  
  Old vines, 50 to 80 years old, organically farmed with 20% syrah. Lovely concentration in 2012. 2016–2027. 

124 RH36551 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Mourre de Perdrix, Domaine de Charbonnière  £128
  New to us, this is a well-placed property that is on the way to getting organic certification. They make several wines,  
  this one coming from a single vineyard. Big and generous in style and grenache dominated. 2016–2024. 

125 RH36511 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Gloire de Mon Grand-Père, Bosquet des Papes  £133
  This is made from 100% grenache old vines and only in very good vintages. Staggeringly rich and full. The very  
  essence of great grenache. 2017–2027. 

126 RH36571 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Piedlong, Brunier  £133
  This is a new wine from the Vieux Télégraphe stable and comes from two plots of very old vines, one being Piedlong  
  itself, the other on Pignan, near Rayas. Daniel Brunier explained just how wonderful these two plots are, both very  
  stony and continuously swept by strong winds. Grenache is king here and accounts for 90% of the blend with the  
  rest mourvèdre. Great structure, richness and complexity. 2019–2030. 

127 RH36561 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Chante Le Merle, Bosquet des Papes *  £155
  A little less grenache in the blend than usual on account of the low yields with 10% each of syrah and mourvèdre.  
  Full-flavoured with both complexity and finesse. 2017–2027. 

128 RH36531 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Cuvée Etienne Gonnet, Domaine Font de Michelle  £175
  Based on 100-year-old grenache, this is a fabulous, concentrated Châteauneuf, figgy, spicy with well-integrated tannins.  
  Fabulous Châteauneuf-du-Pape for the long term. 2019–2032. 

129 RH34901 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe *  £188
  The 2012 Vieux Télégraphe has both weight of flavour and a remarkable freshness that is the hallmark of the vintage.  
  Its tannins are perfectly ripe and rounded, carrying the wine’s glorious flavours of dark black fruit and spice.  
  2020–2033. Magnums available.

130 RH36611 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Quartz, Clos du Caillou  £190
  15% syrah in this cuvée deepens the colour and accentuates the structure. Dark fruit, blackberry, wild herbs and  
  a touch of liquorice. 2018–2030. 

131 RH36581 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Cuvée Chaupin, Domaine de la Janasse *  £200
  Made from nearly 100% grenache, mostly from north-facing slopes, and raised in barrels of different sizes, this  
  remarkable 2012 is outstanding in every way. Low stock. 2020–2033. 

132 RH34601 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Barbe Rac, Chapoutier  £235
  In a vintage when grenache ripened to perfection, Chapoutier’s Barbe Rac becomes very special indeed. 2019–2030. 

133 RH36591 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château de Beaucastel *  £240
  A great Beaucastel, stylistically perhaps a cross between the exceptional 2010 and 2006 wines. Black, dense and  
  concentrated; all blackberry and dark cherries, this will age magnificently. 2020–2035. Magnums available. 
M

indicates magnums available – see order form for prices.  * These wines feature in mixed cases on pages 20 and 21.M
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134 RH34861 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Clos des Papes *  £260 —
  If the mourvèdre stood out in 2011, 2012 was all about the sumptuous grenache, not to mention the 
  exceptional syrah. The final blend is 60% grenache with mourvèdre and syrah in support. 2020–2035. 

135 RH36601 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Réserve, Clos du Caillou £325 —
  An immensely powerful blend of grenache and mourvèdre. Deep strawberry fruit, spice and  
  a fabulous velvet-like texture. 2018–2032. 

Cabernet-dominated wines
We pulled out this small section of cabernet-dominated wines as the great grape variety of the Médoc does well in the south of France.  
It takes full advantage of the typically long Indian summers.

136 FC25661 Cabernet de l’Arjolle — £75
  The Teisserenc family has two real assets: first, mature stock of cabernet vines and second, a mastery  
  of barrel ageing. The result is a lovely 2012, which is elegant, full and round with a light touch. 2015–2020. 

137 FC25671 Domaine de Perdiguier, Cuvée en Auger, Vin de Pays des Coteaux d’Ensérune * £52 —
  Lots of sweet, ripe blackcurrant fruit in 2012 and a touch of spice too. A graceful, refined 2012.  
  Magnums available. 2015–2022. 

138 FC25531 Mas de Daumas Gassac * £108 —
  Elegance, restraint and class are the hallmarks of this great Languedoc cabernet-based red. The 2012  
  also has a rare natural grace that sets it apart from many wines. 2017–2030. Magnums available. 

139 RH36041 Domaine de Trévallon, Bouches du Rhône £139 —
  Only a few miles from Lirac but across the Rhône and in a very different world; and even then,  
  Eloi Dürrbach stands alone from other estates in Les Baux maintaining the style of wine that made  
  Trévallon world famous. This is a cabernet-syrah blend, 50:50, grown on north-facing slopes. The 2012  
  is fine and fruity, a little fuller than the 2011, ripe, deeply coloured and beautifully balanced. 2016–2028.  
  Magnums available. 

Languedoc and Roussillon Reds
2012 was a successful vintage in the Languedoc and Roussillon. Great for grenache and carignan-based wines with an outstanding  
result for the syrah grape.

140 FC25691 Corbières, Château d’Aussières £59 —
  This is Lafite in Corbières, with a state-of-the-art cellar on an important estate owned by Baron Eric  
  de Rothschild. Syrah is the principal grape variety grown here and the results have been fantastic.  
  The 2012 is even more marked by syrah as there is no mourvèdre in this year’s blend. Very fine with  
  pronounced blackberry fruit. 2016–2020. 

Harvesting at Daumas Gassac

M

M

M
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141 FC25791 Collioure, Majenca, Domaine Madeloc  £60
  Ripe, sumptuous red from seaside Collioure. Jeanne Gaillard allowed us to make our blend, using one of the only  
  two barrels of carignan she made in 2012. 2015–2024. 

142 FC25681 Montpeyroux, Coteaux du Languedoc, La Jasse, Domaine la Jasse-Castel  £61
  Pascale Rivière is a dedicated vigneronne who was awarded the Légion d’Honneur last year. She works very much  
  on her own, farming a few acres on a particularly windswept plateau above the pretty village of Montpeyroux.  
  La Jasse is a gorgeous syrah with around 10% of very full-bodied grenache. Very fine, dark 2012 to savour in two  
  to three years’ time. 2016–2020. 

143 FC25701 Pic Saint Loup, T’em T’em, Château de Valflaunes  £63
  This estate is small enough to have escaped the attention of many but actually Fabien Reboul is making some of  
  the loveliest and most expressive wines in this large and often over-hyped appellation. Syrah is the main grape here.  
  Very dark and sumptuous. 2016-2023. 

144 FC25711 Corbières-Boutenac, Atal Sia, Château Ollieux-Romanis  £68
  Pierre Borie is making stunning wines and like last year we are offering two contrasting blends, both carignan  
  dominated. Atal Sia sees no oak and so needs more time in bottle. Clean lines, minerality with almost the taste  
  of slate. Will need time. 2017–2027. 

145 FC25771 Banyuls, Cirera, Domaine Madeloc  £68
  Pierre Gaillard was attracted to the schists and impossibly steep slopes behind Banyuls, and installed his daughter  
  Jeanne to run it which she does with great skill. Her early-bottled-style Banyuls is packed with sweet ripe fruit.  
  Rich and chocolatey. 2015–2025. 

146 FC25731 Minervois, Grand Vin, Château Sainte Eulalie *  £71
  In some ways this is similar to Ollieux-Romanis’ delicious Atal Sia: no oak, but a deliciously pure expression of fruit  
  instead. 50% syrah, with the remainder comprising carignan and grenache. This is the very successful second vintage  
  of this new cuvée. 2016–2026. 

147 FC25721 Corbières Cuvée Or, Château Ollieux-Romanis *  £74
  The blend is similar to the Atal Sia but the élevage is different, as here the wine is raised in barrel. More evident  
  concentration, more weight and readier to drink sooner. Succulent and sweet flavoured. 2015–2026. 

148 FC25761 Coteaux du Languedoc, Prieuré Saint Jean de Bébian *  £75
  One of the great Languedoc estates, started by someone who had the vision to create a Châteauneuf-style wine  
  in the Languedoc. 2012 is marked by the wonderful quality of the syrah grape with glorious, glowing flavours also 
  from some very ripe grenache. 2016–2029. 

149 FC25741 Faugères, Les Bastides, Domaine Alquier *  £75
  One of the great wines of the Languedoc, made with 75% syrah and 25% grenache. This has lots of old vines and  
  very competent ageing in barrel. Outstanding in 2012. Very low yields and on a par with 2010. 2017–2030. 

150 FC25751 Coteaux du Languedoc, Puech Noble, Rostaing  £75
  René Rostaing is not a master of syrah for nothing so syrah accounts for about 70% of the blend. He also loves  
  the mourvèdre grape which couldn’t ripen as far north as Côte-Rôtie; so he bought a vineyard near Nîmes and  
  here makes a rich, full-flavoured Languedoc red. Very splendid indeed! 2016–2026. 

151 FC25781 Banyuls, Rimage, Domaine du Mas Blanc  £75
  This is full-flavoured, spicy and rich. Jean Michel Parcé’s Banyuls always have a lingering taste of cinnamon or cloves.  
  This will grow in complexity with age. 2015–2025. 

152 FC25801 Côtes du Roussillon Villages, Vieilles Vignes, Domaine Gauby  £115
  Gérard Gauby has made his wines evolve over the years from inky high-octane brews to wines of almost ethereal  
  beauty. At the heart is carignan, the soul of the Midi, but then there is grenache and a very pure syrah in support too.  
  Small Austrian oak vats are used, which don’t mask the flavour or quality of the fruit. All of his 2012s are round  
  about the 13% abv mark. 2015–2024. 

153 FC25811 Côtes du Roussillon Villages, Muntada, Domaine Gauby  £270
  What make this different are where the vines come from and the fact that the carignan, the major element here,  
  was planted in 1890. Fragrant with gentle spice, wonderfully pure fruit flavours and exceptional length, full-bodied  
  yet with just 13% alcohol. 2017–2027. 

* These wines feature in mixed cases on pages 20 and 21.



Page 17 

In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

THE WHITES

2012 is a great white vintage in the Rhône and an unusual one, as these oft-weighty wines are marked by a wonderful sense of freshness. 
Even the viognier grape produced a lighter touch in this vintage. Yields were in general low and helped concentrate flavours and matter.

 Ref   Six

154 RH34811 Domaine Marthouret, Viognier, Vin de Pays des Collines Rhodaniennes  £53
  Pascal Marthouret’s cellars are off the beaten track in the Ardèche. He makes lovely, full-flavoured viognier from low  
  yielding vines on well-placed, steep granite slopes. A brilliant 2012. 2014–2016. 

155 RH36631 La Rosine, Viognier, Domaine Ogier  £60
  Syrah was planted first on this slope but viognier is now well established and making better wine each year. This is  
  delicious, fine and fruity with a clean, fresh finish. 2014–2016. 

156 RH34821 Crozes-Hermitage Blanc, Terres Blanches, Domaine Belle  £60
  Made from 70% marsanne and 30% roussanne, 60% of which is aged in cask, this is generously flavoured with hints  
  of lemon and honey. Will be lovely from this autumn. 2014–2019. 

157 RH36651 Saint-Joseph, Céleste, Jean-Louis Chave *  £60
  Most of the white comes from the Clos l’Arbalestrier where there are centuries-old marsanne vines. The 2012 is  
  quite full and concentrated yet with freshness too. 2014–2021. 

158 RH36641 Contour Deponcins, Viognier, Domaine Villard *  £65
  A lovely viognier made using some east-facing plots and so not part of the Condrieu appellation. These are blended  
  with young Condrieu fruit to make a very attractive and refreshing viognier. 2014–2016. 

159 RH36701 Saint-Péray, Version, François Villard  £68
  Lovely, lemony marsanne-roussanne blend, which is clean, crisp and long. 2014–2018. 

160 FC25821 Le Soula, Côtes Catalanes  £75
  Gérard Gauby was at the birth of this remarkable Roussillon white and the accent remains firmly on minerality and  
  freshness. The blend is complex but includes macabeu, grenache, vermentino, chardonnay and sauvignon. Clean, fresh  
  and crisp in 2012. 2014–2017. 

161 RH36661 Crozes-Hermitage, Mule Blanche, Paul Jaboulet Aîné *  £75
  Crisp, dry and lemony. A quite refreshing white Crozes that will be good with food. The twist of saltiness on the finish  
  is very appealing. 2014–2017. 

Wonderfully pure fruit flavours at Domaine Gauby

To order thewinesociety.com/openingoffer 01438 740222



Page 18

In-bond price, UK delivered, per six

 Ref   Six

162 RH35241 Crozes-Hermitage Blanc, Domaine Sorrel  £95
  With 30% roussanne and all coming from Larnage, behind Hermitage, this is full and rich in a very traditional style.  
  Will probably need decanting. 2015–2019. 

163 RH36691 Saint-Péray, Prestige, Domaine du Tunnel *  £98
  There are 100-year-old marsanne vines at the base of this lovely Saint-Péray. Well-crafted to keep its freshness  
  and finesse. 2014–2019. 

164 RH35021 Saint-Péray, Les Figuiers, Domaine Bernard Gripa  £100
  A benchmark for this still little-known appellation that exists just for white wine. Fabrice Gripa makes two blends;  
  this one has the old vines and is dominated by 65% roussanne. Long, full-flavoured with plenty of matter in 2012.  
  2014–2021. 

165 RH36681 Saint-Péray, Fleur du Crussol, Domaine Voge  £109
  Made from 80% very old marsanne vines with a little roussanne, fermented and then aged briefly in oak. There is  
  a lot of depth and richness here, but with mineral freshness too. 2015–2019. 

166 RH34791 Condrieu, Domaine Pichon *  £115
  A very elegant, fragrant viognier, rich yet perfectly balanced. Will be delicious later this year. 2014–2018. 

167 RH36741 Condrieu, Grand Vallon, Domaine Villard  £143
  Full-flavoured Condrieu with 30% fermented and aged in new oak. Rich and creamy with plenty of exotic, apricot  
  fruit. 2014–2018. 

168 RH35051 Hermitage Blanc La Pierrelle, Saint-Cosme  £148
  Louis Barruol has a good source for Hermitage. This white from classic marsanne slopes is exceptionally good.  
  2015–2030.  

169 RH36721 Condrieu, Chéry, Domaine Niero  £150
  Chéry is one of the best slopes for Condrieu and always makes a wine with both body and finesse. This is rich  
  and full-flavoured with plenty of ripe apricot-like fruit, and yet not heavy in this remarkably fresh vintage. 2014–2018. 

170 RH36731 Condrieu, Chéry, Domaine Perret  £150
  There is a lovely balance in the 2012 which weighs in at a shade under 14%. Succulent viognier from André Perret.  
  2015–2019. 

171 RH34561 Saint-Joseph Blanc, Granits, Chapoutier  £153
  Fragrant, refined marsanne from vines on very steep south-facing slopes to the south of Tournon. Ageing was half  
  done in tank and half in barrel. Hints of lemon and honeysuckle. 2016–2024. 

Vincent Avril: top red and white Châteauneuf-du-Pape

* These wines feature in mixed cases on pages 20 and 21.
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 Ref   Six

172 RH36711 Saint-Joseph, Lieu Dit Saint-Joseph, Guigal  £155
  Nearly 100% old marsanne grown on granite on the Saint-Joseph slope that gave its name to the appellation.  
  Richly flavoured with hints of very ripe apricot and a little citrus. Its flavour is dominated by oak which is nonetheless  
  well mastered and far from out of place in this creamy-textured and delicious wine. 2015–2025. 

173 RH36751 Condrieu, Domaine des Grands Amandiers, Paul Jaboulet Aîné  £155
  Jaboulet makes two wines from Condrieu. This one comes from their own vines and has more weight. Generous,  
  exotic, refined and very long. 2015–2019. 

174 RH36791 Hermitage, Domaine des Tourettes, Delas *  £160
  A very fine Hermitage white, the full shilling: rich, citrus and honey with plenty of fat. Delas have been working on  
  the quality of the whites for a while now and their work is now bearing literal and figurative fruit.  
  Delicious. 2015–2025. 

175 RH36761 Condrieu, Deponcins, Domaine Villard  £170
  This is always more backward than the Grand Vallon and indeed tasted very closed in September. The concentration  
  is there though, as well as the finesse. This will turn out to be very special. 2016–2020. 

176 RH36781 Hermitage, Chante-Alouette, Chapoutier  £170
  Glorious white Hermitage, golden coloured and ripe. Hints of mirabelle with lemon and honey. Already complex  
  but that will deepen further. 2016–2026. 

177 RH34891 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe Blanc  £175
  At its heart, the blend is 70% grenache blanc and the remainder clairette with bourboulenc to provide backbone.  
  Very well-crafted white, rich and well-polished. 2014–2029. 

178 RH34871 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Blanc, Clos des Papes   £180
  This is one of the great white Rhônes and is made from all six white varieties that are allowed in Châteauneuf.  
  Key for Vincent Avril is the absence of wood. Lovely at every stage and developing great complexity with age and  
  eventually resembling an old riesling. 2014–2028. 

179 RH36771 Hermitage Blanc, Domaine Colombier  £210
  The vines are on Maisons Blanches, a top vineyard site for whites. Finesse and delicacy here with a lot of flavour  
  and well-judged use of oak. 2016–2022. 

180 RH36801 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château de Beaucastel  £240
  Made from 80% roussanne, 15% grenache and 5% of everything else this is a very fine white Beaucastel, as ever,  
  multi-dimensional but in 2012 with the added freshness which gives glorious lift. 2017–2025. 

181 RH36821 Condrieu, La Doriane, Guigal  £265
  Marcel and Philippe Guigal are gradually acquiring some great slopes in Condrieu and have just added some Coteau  
  de Vernon to their portfolio. Heady, opulent and very impressive. 2015–2021.  

182 RH36811 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Vieilles Vignes, Château de Beaucastel  £380
  100% roussanne, rich, decadent and a great food wine. This can be enjoyed young this autumn though the oak  
  will be marked. However, its true greatness only reveals itself after many more years in bottle. 2019–2030.  

183 RH34551 Ermitage Blanc de l’Orée, Chapoutier  £430
  Exquisite, creamy, rich-tasting marsanne. This is quite complex, fat and very long. Made from 70-year-old vines and  
  from a plot called ‘Les Murets’ best known for its whites. 2016–2028. 

To order thewinesociety.com/openingoffer 01438 740222



MIXED CASES

184. 2012 GOOD VALUE VILLAGES CASE

Drinking Window: 2015–2019†

OC3476 at £60

A 12-bottle case containing two bottles each  
of the following:

Laudun, Château Courac 

Côtes-du-Rhône, Réserve Wine Society, Perrin et Fils 

Vinsobres, Altitude, Domaine Jaume 

Saint Maurice, Domaine de l’Echevin 

Cairanne, Domaine de l’Ameillaud

Plan de Dieu, Château Saint Jean

185. 2012 GRENACHE VILLAGES CASE

Drinking Window:2016–2020†

OC3526 at £74

A 12-bottle case containing two bottles each  
of the following:

Plan de Dieu, Château Saint Jean

Cairanne, Les Bruneau, Domaine Delubac 

Cairanne, Peyre Blanche, Perrin Frères 

Cairanne, Ventabren, Domaine des Escaravailles 

Rasteau, Domaine de la Soumade 

Séguret, Tradition, Domaine de Mourchon

186. 2012 SOUTHERN RHONE VILLAGES

Drinking Window: 2017–2020†

OC3486 at £93

A 12-bottle case containing two bottles each  
of the following:

Lirac, Nessun Dorma, Domaine Maby 

Massif d’Uchaux, Grande Réserve,  
Château Saint Estève 

Vinsobres, Référence, Domaine Jaume 

Rasteau, Domaine de la Soumade 

Beaumes de Venise, Le Paradou, Paul Jaboulet Aîné

Gigondas Tour Sarazzine, Clos des Cazaux 

188. 2012 TOP CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE

Drinking Window: 2020–2024†

OC3516 at £194

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each  
of the following:

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Bosquet des Papes 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Chante Le Merle,  
Bosquet des Papes 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Cuvée Chaupin,  
Domaine de la Janasse 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château de Beaucastel

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Clos des Papes

187. 2012 CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE  
AND THE LIKE

Drinking Window: 2017–2021†

OC3506 at £82

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each  
of the following:

Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Terre d’Argile,  
Domaine de la Janasse 

Côtes-du-Rhône, Coudoulet de Beaucastel 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Tradition, Domaine La Boutinière 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château Mont-Redon 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine Font de Michelle 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Bosquet des Papes 

Page 20



MIXED CASES

189. 2012 TOP LANGUEDOC CASE

Drinking Window: 2017–2022†

OC3536 at £155

A 12-bottle case containing two bottles each  
of the following:

Domaine de Perdiguier, Cuvée en Auger,  
Vin de Pays des Coteaux d’Ensérune 

Mas de Daumas Gassac

Minervois, Grand Vin, Château Sainte Eulalie 

Corbières Cuvée Or, Château Ollieux-Romanis 

Coteaux du Languedoc, Prieuré Saint Jean de Bébian 

Faugères, Les Bastides, Domaine Alquier 

190. 2012 CÔTE-RÔTIE

Drinking Window: 2018–2022†

OC3546 at £139

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each  
of the following:

Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Niéro 

Côte-Rôtie, Triotes, Domaine Garon 

Côte-Rôtie, Château de Montlys 

Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Burgaud 

Côte-Rôtie, Nicolas-Perrin

Côte-Rôtie, La Germine, Duclaux 

191. 2012 CLASSIC NORTH AND SOUTH 

Drinking Window: 2017–2022†

OC3556 at £85

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each  
of the following:

Crozes-Hermitage, Domaine de Thalabert,  
Paul Jaboulet Aîné 

Saint-Joseph, Offerus, Sélection Jean Louis Chave 

Côte-Rôtie, Château de Montlys 

Vacqueyras Saint Roch, Clos des Cazaux

Gigondas Tour Sarazzine, Clos des Cazaux 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine Font de Michelle

192. 2012 WHITE RHONE CASE

Drinking Window: 2015–2016†

OC3566 at £99

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each  
of the following:

Saint-Joseph, Céleste, Jean-Louis Chave

Contour Deponcins, Viognier, Domaine Villard 

Crozes-Hermitage, Mule Blanche, Paul Jaboulet Aîné 

Saint-Péray, Prestige, Domaine du Tunnel

Condrieu, Domaine Pichon 

Hermitage, Domaine des Tourettes, Delas 

† Drink dates for these mixed cases refer to 
the period when all the wines will be at their 
peak. Please refer to the individual wine for its 
recommended drink date.
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Notes 
•  Members, especially those living overseas, should note that only 

unmixed cases may be exported or transferred to an outside bond. 
•  Wines are offered in cases of 12 or 6 bottles as indicated. 
•  Please note that these wines cannot be collected from our 

showroom in Montreuil.

Please read the full terms and conditions for this offer set out on the 
enclosed order form and on our website before placing your order.

For information regarding this offer after the close date please  
contact  The Society on 01438 740222 or e-mail  
memberservices@thewinesociety.com

9PM TUESDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2014

The International Exhibition  
Co-operative Wine Society Limited.  
Registered Office: Gunnels Wood Road,  
Stevenage, Hertfordshire, SG1 2BT
Register Number : 1824R (IP)
Website thewinesociety.com
Enquiries 01438 741177
Orders  01438 740222
Fax  01438 761167

How this offer works
Orders by telephone, website, post and fax will be accepted.  
If you would like to order via the website, visit  
thewinesociety.com/openingoffer. You will be required to log in 
with your password to place an order. If you need a new password 
visit thewinesociety.com/forgottenpassword. Orders need to 
arrive at Stevenage by 9pm, Tuesday 11th February, 2014 and 
will be processed thereafter. Members whose orders have been 
received by this date will receive confirmation of their purchase by 
3rd March, 2014 at the latest. 

Members whose orders have been received after this time will receive 
notification by 21st March, 2014. 

If you wish to receive e-mail notifications for this and subsequent 
opening offers, and have not already notified us, please see the order 
form for instructions. 

If demand exceeds supply 
The Society has a long relationship with many of the growers in this 
offer and access to good quantities of wine. It is possible however that 
demand may exceed supply for individual wines, in which case we will 
share out (as far as is practical) the available stock equally amongst 
ordering members. If this still does not allow every member to have 
some wine, then as a final resort we divide members into groups 
depending on their level of support for The Society (quantity of wine 
bought, spend, orders placed etc). Members who have given greater 
support to The Society will have a better chance (but no certainty) of 
being allocated wine, and those who have given less support will have 
a lesser chance (but still a chance). The Society will offer a similar wine 
as a substitute if the original choice cannot be provided, or members 
may nominate their own substitute when ordering. Doing so will not 
lessen the chance of receiving the original wine. 

Members’ Reserves
The Society’s Members’ Reserves is a purpose-built, temperature-
controlled facility offering members access to optimum storage 
conditions. The annual rental charge (currently £7.92 per dozen  
if paid by direct debit, £9.12 if not) includes VAT and insurance at 
replacement value. Any wine bought from The Society, by the unmixed 
or pre-mixed dozen, may be added or removed at any time. Members 
can also remove a few bottles of a full case stored in Reserves. Wines 
removed in this way need to be made up into 12-bottle cases using 
no more than four different wines from the member’s unmixed cases 
stored in Reserves. Please visit our website thewinesociety.com/
reserves for more detail. 

What the price includes
•  Prices shown include delivery to a UK address. They do not include 

excise duty or VAT. 
•  Payment of duty and VAT, at the prevailing rate (currently £24 duty 

per 12 75cl-bottle case, £12 per six-bottle case and 20% VAT 
payable on wine and duty) will be requested once the wines arrive 
at Stevenage. This is expected to be autumn 2014 for the 
whites and spring 2015 for the reds. 

•  Once the wines arrive at Stevenage, members may opt to have 
them delivered within the UK or stored in duty-paid Members’ 
Reserves. 

THE SOCIETY’S prOmISE
Uncork with confidence
The wine Society is a mutual organisation, so our members’ 
satisfaction is paramount. If, for any reason, you haven’t enjoyed a 
wine we want to hear about it and will happily offer a credit, a 
replacement or a refund. thewinesociety.com/promise

To order thewinesociety.com/openingoffer 01438 740222
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