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 2017 Southern Rhône Reds. 
The style of the southern 2017s has come as a surprise to many. The heat and drought did not make overbearing caricatures of Rhône 
wine. Perhaps the cool August nights played a part. The wines are generous and have that sucrosité but they also have freshness and lift. 

THe RIgHT bANk, INCLudINg LIRAC ANd LAuduN 
An Aladdin’s Cave of wines with both matter and elegance; sometimes close to Châteauneuf in style, but often at a fraction of the price. 

 Ref   In-bond delivered price dozen six

RH52331 Laudun Côtes-du-Rhône villages, Château Courac  £59 –
  A dark and richly flavoured 2017 that is full of promise. The husband-and-wife team behind it manage their estate 

with great flair and make this without oak; just lashings of sun-ripened fruit. A lovely blend of 60% grenache, 30% 
syrah and the rest mourvèdre and counoise that will offer great drinking for about ten years (the 2007, for 
example, is perfect now). Drink from 2020 to 2029. 14% Magnums (RH52334 @ £70 per six) available.

RH52401 vinsobres Altitude 420, domaine Jaume  £65 – 
  Full, dark-berry fruit and spice, made with little oak. As the name suggests, the grapes – 60% grenache and 40% 

syrah – are planted at altitude and so keep their freshness, even in a vintage like 2017. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 
14% Magnums (RH52404 @ £75 per six)and halves (RH52402 @ £41 per dozen) available.

RH52411 valréas Côtes-du-Rhône villages, val des Rois   £72  –
  A full and figgy, spicy and thickly textured 2017 with a long finish. Emmanuel Bouchard farms on mostly north-

facing slopes overlooking the bustling town of Valréas. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 14%

RH52441 Saint-Maurice Côtes-du-Rhône villages, Rouge de Rouville, domaine de L’echevin  £75 –
  The little-known Saint-Maurice is next to Vinsobres. Very few independent producers are here, but Adrien 

Fabre represents a glorious exception and made an outstanding syrah-dominant 2017. Raised in a mixture of 
foudres and large barrels, this is dark, full and spicy. Drink from 2021 to 2030. 14%

RH52421 Côtes-du-Rhône Mon Coeur, Sélection Jean-Louis Chave   £80 –
  The origins for this wine are Rasteau, Cairanne, Visan and, above all, Vinsobres, which Jean-Louis Chave sees as 

having such great potential and which delivered so much in 2017. Outstanding. Drink from 2020 to 2029. 14%

RH52351 Côtes-du-Rhône villages Omar khayyam, Mas du Libian   £85 –
  A favourite estate, close to the end of the Gorges de l’Ardèche, this is a wonderful fruit bomb, rich and succulent. 

All the hard work is done in the vines, some of it by Nestor the shire horse! Drink from 2020 to 2027. 14.5%

RH52381 Lirac, Château Mont-Redon    £92 –
  Lirac is just across the Rhône from Châteauneuf and is geologically similar. Lirac prices though are not at all the 

same, and the wines are a bargain! Pierre Fabre at Châteauneuf’s Mont-Redon makes this Lirac from 70% 
grenache and 30% syrah, in an easy, friendly style for relatively early drinking. Ripe, full and well balanced. Drink 
from 2020 to 2027. 14.5%

RH52431 vinsobres Cuvée Référence, domaine Jaume   £92 –
  A barrel-aged multidimensional Vinsobres made from the best grapes from the middle part of the slope. The 

blend is mostly syrah but with grenache adding weight and mourvèdre bringing spice and complexity to this 
bright, juicy, concentrated and full-flavoured wine, finishing with great length. Drink from 2022 to 2032. 14%

RH52341 Saint-gervais Les Rouvières Côtes-du-Rhône villages, domaine Sainte-Anne   £110 –
  One of the bargains of the Rhône Valley. This estate was among the first to plant the mourvèdre grape 

successfully, and it was outstanding in 2017, contributing 70% of the blend. Modestly priced yet capable of 
achieving great complexity with age. Drink from 2022 to 2032. 14%

RH52371 Massif d’uchaux vieilles vignes, Château Saint estève    £115 –
  The top wine from this important estate is a blend of 50:50 grenache and syrah from vines with an average age 

of 45 years. A very polished and refined 2017 with great potential for ageing. Drink from 2022 to 2031. 14.5%

RH52361 Saint-gervais Côtes-du-Rhône villages les Mourillons, domaine Sainte-Anne   – £65
  Glorious, very full-bodied and rich, this blackstrap, sinewy syrah is a great option for medium-term keeping. 

Drink from 2022 to 2032. 13.5%

RH52391 Lirac Nessun dorma, domaine Maby    £130 –
  Richard Maby’s ‘Nessun Dorma’ cuvée is rich, soft and supple in 2017, making equal use of grenache and syrah 

in this 50:50 blend. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 14.5%

RH51351 vinsobres, Les Hauts de Julien Perrin  –  £112
  The Perrins began investing in Vinsobres even before the region became recognised with ‘cru’ status, and have 

built up what is now the largest estate here. Their top wine is an oak-aged 50:50 blend of grenache and syrah, 
and it will keep and develop well over the next 15 years, offering a great deal of pleasure. Drink from 2021 to 
2033. 14%
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CAIRANNe, RASTeAu ANd NeIgHbOuRS
Although they occupy a central position in the south and produce equally heady, full-bodied wines, these regions still have distinct 
styles. Cairannes tend to be subtler, the wines of Rasteau bolder and more dramatic, while the flat, stony Plan de dieu, which 
extends below them, offers some superb value. 

 Ref   In-bond delivered price dozen six

RH52451 Côtes-du-Rhône villages Réserve Wine Society, Paul Jaboulet Aîné   £70 –
  An exclusive, fleshy, ripe-tasting blend from vineyards on the Plan de Dieu. The blend here is 80:20 grenache 

and syrah, and is full of fabulous fruit flavour in 2017. Drink from 2020 to 2026. 14% Magnums (RH52454 @ £72 
per six) available.

RH52481 Cairanne ventabren villages, domaine des escaravailles   £89 –
  Ripe, rich and gorgeously fruity Cairanne. This has a velvety mouthfeel and lovely ripe tannins. Drink from 2020 

to 2026. 15%

RH52491 Rasteau La Ponce, domaine des escaravailles   £99 –
  A brilliant example of the pleasures that can be found in Rasteau in this vintage: a fragrant and generous wine 

yet not without freshness. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 14.5%

RH52461 Cairanne, Clos Romane   £100 –
  Full and herby with a core of ripe plummy fruit, this is an excellent buy in 2017. Clos Romane used to deliver its 

grapes to the local co-op but took the plunge to go it alone and has never looked back! Drink from 2020 to 2029. 
14.5% 

RH52501 Côtes-du-Rhône Les deux Albions, Château Saint Cosme  £102 –
  Cairanne, Vinsobres and several other Rhône villages contribute to this thick and rich blend from Louis Barruol. 

Nearly half is syrah – and its ripe blackberry and olive flavours are unmistakeable – while grenache, cinsault, 
carignan and even a little of the white clairette grape play supporting roles. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 13%

RH52471 Cairanne, Réserve des Seigneurs, domaine de l’Oratoire Saint Martin  £110 –
  A fabulous, stunning blend of grenache and mourvèdre with a little syrah, all fermented in concrete so fruit 

flavours are to the fore. Drink from 2020 to 2027. 14%

THe eASTeRN FRINgeS, PART ONe: SéguReT ANd vACqueyRAS
There are wonderful wines to be found here. The vines are bordered by the natural rampart called the dentelles de Montmirail,  
with unspoiled Provence pastures lying beyond. Séguret produces a robust style and vacqueyras placing the accent on fruit.

 Ref   In-bond delivered price dozen six

RH52541 vacqueyras Saint Roch, Clos des Cazaux   £100 –
  Heady and concentrated, and ripe with a hint of ripe strawberry and a lingering finish. Around 70% grenache 

dominates this juicy blend, with the rest equally split between syrah and mourvèdre. Drink from 2020 to 2027. 
14.5% Magnums (RH52544 @£102 per six) and halves (RH52542 @ £57 per dozen) available.

RH52551 vacqueyras Les Templiers, Clos des Cazaux   – £55 
  Very successful in 2017, this is a great example of southern syrah, weightier than its northern counterparts.  

A fine combination of power and elegance. Drink from 2021 to 2029. 14% 

RH52531 vacqueyras domaine de genets, delas  – £62
  A perfect option for mid-term drinking courtesy of the on-form Delas. Made mostly from grenache and syrah, 

this is a fragrant full and fruity Vacqueyras. Drink from 2020 to 2025. 14%

RH52521 vacqueyras Les Cyprès, Paul Jaboulet Aîné   £125 –
  Blending many different elements with great skill, Jaboulet produce a superb Vacqueyras, exemplifying the 

region’s certain charm as well as great fullness of flavour. The 2017, an 80:20 grenache and syrah blend, is fruity, 
savoury and almost crunchy in texture. Drink from 2020 to 2027. 14%

RH52511 Seguret Côtes-du-Rhône villages grande Réserve, domaine de Mourchon   £130 –
  Mourchon has rightly become Seguret’s leading estate, with old vines imbuing the wine with great 

concentration. The 2017 is taut and ageworthy, with plenty of dark matter. Drink from 2022 to 2029. 14.5%
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THe eASTeRN FRINgeS, PART TWO: gIgONdAS, veNTOux ANd beAuMeS 
de veNISe
gigondas makes bold, dramatic wines while ventoux and beaumes are gentler in style. essentially, these are mountain vineyards, 
always under the influence of cool breezes, giving freshness to the wines. 

 Ref   In-bond delivered price dozen six

RH52561 ventoux epicure, Château valcombe  £72  –
  Great value for money for a wine with such complexity and individuality, ‘Epicure’ is a satisfyingly full-flavoured, 

broad and rich-tasting grenache-dominated blend. Drink from 2020 to 2027. 14%

RH52571 beaumes de venise Le Paradou, Paul Jaboulet Aîné   £98  –
  An early-drinking charmer from Jaboulet, dominated by mountain-grown grenache. In 2017 this is round, fruity 

and quite full in style. Drink from 2020 to 2026. 14%

RH52591 gigondas Tour Sarrasine, Clos des Cazaux  – £62
  A veritable explosion of rich-tasting ripe fruit here, made from 70% grenache and the rest evenly split between 

syrah and mourvèdre. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 14% Magnums (RH52594 @ £127 per six) and halves (RH52592 
@ £68 per dozen) available. 

RH52601 beaumes de venise, domaine La bouïssière  – £67
  A heartwarming wintry red, with an almost mulled flavour to the fruit. Wonderfully creamy and richly 

flavoured. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 14.5%

RH52621 gigondas grand Romane vieilles vignes, Pierre Amadieu   – £72
  The largest estate in Gigondas has made a lovely 2017. Ripe-tasting and concentrated with wonderfully silky 

tannins. Drink from 2022 to 2031. 14.5% Magnums (RH52624 @ £74 per three) available. 

RH52611 gigondas Pierre Aiguille, Paul Jaboulet Ainé   – £77
  A mighty, rich and full-bodied Gigondas from Jaboulet brimming with lovely ripe-fruit flavour. Drink from 2021 

to 2030. 14.5%

RH52631 gigondas, domaine du Cayron   – £90
  Old-school Gigondas, fragrant and with a lovely sense of ripeness and finesse in tandem. Three sisters share the 

work of making the family wine, which is raised in large oak foudres and offers fatness of texture and oodles of 
fruit. Drink from 2022 to 2030. 14.5%

RH52641 gigondas, domaine La bouissières   – £92
  A step up from the excellent Faravel brothers’ Beaumes de Venise above, this is a generous, splendid Gigondas 

with flavours of dry fruit, plum, fig, even fruitcake. Drink from 2022 to 2032. 14.5%

RH51631  gigondas Les Racines, domaine Les Pallières  – £110
  A sensual wine from the same stable as Châteauneuf star Vieux Télégraphe, this old-vine cuvée is made from 

85% grenache with a little syrah, cinsault and clairette and offers wonderful depth and length. Drink from 2022 
to 2032. 14.5% Magnums (RH51634 @ £222 per six) available.

RH52581 ventoux Artemis, Château Pesquié    – £115
  A gem of a wine. Very low yields completely changed the make-up of this cuvée in 2017, with less grenache 

being used and much more syrah, up to 80%. The result is very northern Rhône-like: dark and long with a 
taste of graphite. Drink from 2021 to 2029. 14%

RH52661 gigondas, Château Saint Cosme  – £125 
  A thickly textured Gigondas with blackberry and Provençal herbs. Louis Barruol has slightly reduced his range 

which has greatly helped this wine giving it more concentration as a result. Drink from 2023 to 2032. 14.5%

RH52651 gigondas ventabren, Moulin de la gardette   – £147
  Tiny yields here in 2017 but the result is a gorgeous Gigondas: very rich with a fine tannic structure which will 

help it age very well. Drink from 2022 to 2032. 14.5%

RH51371 gigondas Clos des Tourelles, Perrin   – £182
  This is an exciting, full-bodied, vibrant, rich and concentrated Gigondas from the Perrin family’s newly acquired 

estate here. Completely outstanding in 2017. Drink from 2023 to 2038. 14.5%

RH52681 gigondas Le Claux, Château Saint Cosme   – £300
  Dense, dark and hugely concentrated Gigondas made from a plot of 110-year-old grenache vines. Drink from 

2024 to 2038. 14.5%
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CHÂTeAuNeuF-du-PAPe ANd AROuNd
Picking grenache at the right time was key to making great wines here in 2017, and those that did produced reds that offer wonderful 
ripeness and expressiveness.

 Ref   In-bond delivered price six

RH51421  Côtes-du-Rhône, Coudoulet de beaucastel Rouge    £70
  The vines may fall outside the official Châteauneuf boundary, but the style is the same, and very much in 

keeping with Beaucastel’s signature, with its large proportion of the mourvèdre grape. There is also an old 
variety of cinsault which adds a note of finesse to this rich and dense vintage. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 14% 

RH52701 Côtes-du-Rhône villages Terres d’Argile, domaine de la Janasse    £70
  A full-bodied and fruity 2017, also made from vines just outside the Châteauneuf appellation, this offers lovely 

ripe flavours, rounded textures and complexity. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 14.5%

RH53301 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Tradition, domaine la boutinière   £87
  A great-value Châteauneuf-du-Pape in a superb vintage for the region. There is everything here: bright spicy 

fruit, almost fruitcake-like notes, complexity, finesse and length. Drink from 2020 to 2029. 14.5%

RH52721 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château Mont-Redon      £92
  This estate has shot up in quality over the last few years and 2017 is another fine vintage at Mont-Redon, with 

great density of ripe, black fruit, plum and spice. Drink from 2022 to 2034. 14.5% Magnums (RH52724 @ £187 
per six) available.

RH52731 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, domaine Font de Michelle    £110
  A full-flavoured, richly textured statement from this most stylish of Châteauneuf estates. Drink from 2021 to 

2032. 14.5% Magnums (RH52734 @ £222 per six) available.

RH52751 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Le bosquet des Papes    £112
  Full, spicy and quite splendid, this is an old-school style of Châteauneuf. A generous helping of old-vine grenache 

adds extra weight and concentration to this dark, spicy and long-flavoured blend. Drink from 2022 to 2029. 15%

RH52771 Châteauneuf-du-Pape La Crau de Ma Mère, Mayard    £122 
  Françoise Mayard makes the excellent Society’s Exhibition Châteauneuf-du-Pape. This, also from the Mayard 

family estate, comes from older vines and includes grapes that come from the fabled La Crau plateau. Glorious 
in 2017. Drink from 2021 to 2030. 14.5%

RH52741 Côtes-du-Rhône Les garrigues, domaine de la Janasse     £130
  A tiny crop in 2017, meaning that this 100% grenache is very full, richly flavoured, heady and concentrated. 

Drink from 2023 to 2033. 14%

RH52761 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Tradition, domaine giraud    £147
  Marie Giraud pretty well nailed her 2017s. 100-year-old grenache vines are at the heart of this estate, and this 

wine combines undoubted power with a certain elegance and freshness.  Drink from 2022 to 2030. 14.5%

RH52781 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Mourre des Perdrix, domaine de la Charbonnière    £155 
  An outstanding vintage for Mourre des Perdrix. The eponymous vineyard is just below the more famous La 

Crau, but on mainly sandy soils and owned entirely by this rejuvenated estate. A blend of 60% grenache, 20% 
syrah and 20% mourvèdre, this has lots of weight but also ripe, soft tannins – almost caressing! Drink from 
2022 to 2033. 15%

RH52791 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Piedlong, brunier     £155 
  Piedlong is on sandy soils so the wines are marked by elegance and round textures. Dominated by 90% grenache 

with mourvèdre making up the remaining 10%, this is a relatively pale-coloured wine (due to the absence of 
syrah). Nevertheless, it’s a powerful and concentrated statement in 2017. Drink from 2022 to 2031. 14.5%

RH52811 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Le bois Pointu, blagden and gonnet     £225 
  Yorkshire and Provence combine in a fantastic joint effort! The vines are tended by Charles Blagden and the wine 

made by Guillaume Gonnet of Font de Michelle. They include an unusually high amount of the counoise grape in 
this blend, together with mourvèdre which gives the wine lift and elegance. Drink from 2022 to 2032. 14.5%
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 Ref   In-bond delivered price dozen six

RH52831 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Cuvée Chaupin, domaine de la Janasse    £250
  A ripe, figgy and plummy wine, nearly 100% grenache from north-facing slopes on the sandier parts of La Crau, 

resulting in a very fat and richly flavoured Châteauneuf. Drink from 2023 to 2036. 14.5%

RH51361 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château de beaucastel    £250
  As well as dark-fruit flavours of blackcurrant and cherry, there is a wonderfully deep, richly layered texture in 

the 2017 Beaucastel which at this early stage reminded me of the great 2007. Drink from 2025 to 2040. 14% 
Magnums (RH51364 @ £502 per six) available.

RH51611 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, domaine du vieux Télégraphe    £275
  Only half a crop in 2017 due to drought, this is a concentrated and weighty Vieux Télégraphe with tannins that 

are present but not aggressively so. A very accomplished vintage. Drink from 2024 to 2039. 15% Halves 
(RH51612 @ £279 per dozen) available.

RH51571 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Clos des Papes    £337
  Tiny yields have produced a Clos des Papes with plenty of concentration yet with tannins that while present, 

are ripe and rounded. There is wonderful sweetness of fruit yet a feeling of freshness that leaves the palate 
wanting more. Drink from 2022 to 2035. 15% Magnums (RH51574 @ £339 per three) available.

RH52841 Châteauneuf-du-Pape vieilles vignes, domaine de la Janasse    £340
  This is a splendidly rich Châteauneuf in 2017. Fat and long with great intensity of fruit. Drink from 2025 to 2037. 

14.5% 

CAbeRNeT-dOMINATed WINeS
The great grape variety of bordeaux’s left bank does well in the south of France too, and made beautiful wines in 2017. This is a small 
section of cabernet-dominated wines that were too good to miss.

FC36171 domaine de Perdiguier, Cuvée d’en Auger, vin de Pays des Coteaux d’ensérune    £45
  Delicious proof of how well cabernet and merlot can work in the Languedoc. That French word, sucrosité, 

headed my tasting note for this very accomplished claret-like red, displaying as it does a lovely sweet blackcurrant 
flavour, complemented by oak and a lick of spice. Drink from 2021 to 2030. 13.5% 

FC36091 Mas de daumas gassac Rouge    £137
  April frosts saw the crop at this pioneering Languedoc estate much reduced. But if quantity is an issue, quality is 

definitely not! A super-ripe, richly flavoured, fleshy 2017 with a very long finish, this is very distinguished indeed. 
Drink from 2022 to 2034. 13.5% Magnums (FC36094 @ £139 per three) available.

RH51551 domaine de Trévallon, vin de Pays des bouches du Rhône Rouge    £187
  A magnificent 2017 from Trévallon, made from a 50:50 split between cabernet sauvignon and syrah. Very 

expressive, ripe-tasting and very long on the finish. Drink from 2023 to 2037. 13.5% Magnums (RH51554 @ £189 
per three) available.

LANguedOC ANd ROuSSILLON RedS
A fine vintage here, with perfect scores for carignan and syrah-based wines. 

FC36201 Faugères Maison Jaune, domaine bardi-d’Alquier    £70
  Now Domaine Bardi-d’Alquier, rather than Domaine Jean-Michel Alquier, the change of name reflecting a 

gradual change in ownership. The 2017s from this estate are excellent. This one – a grenache-dominated blend 
with syrah in support, and aged in used barrels – offers dark, stony, gravelly flavour with great length on the 
finish. Drink from 2020 to 2028. 14% 

FC36181 Corbières-boutenac Atal Sia, Château Ollieux-Romanis      £75
  Particularly rich in 2017, this carignan-dominated blend, aged in tank rather than barrel, is a standout Languedoc 

red. Black and fruity with notes of blueberry and wet stone. Drink from 2021 to 2028. 14%

FC36191 Montpeyroux Languedoc bleu velours, domaine La Jasse Castel    £77
  A highly accompished, dark and fruit-driven wine with complexity and minerality. Wonder-woman Pascale 

Rivière does pretty much everything herself on her estate and this is one of her best wines. In terms of grapes, 
there’s a little bit of everything here, including carignan and cinsault. Drink from 2022 to 2028. 14.5%


