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2018 WHITE BURGUNDY
Ripe, powerful and bold wines 

Toby Morrhall  
Your Buyer for Burgundy

2018 is a vintage of attractively ripe wines with firm fruit and a certain supporting structure. They are powerful but not heavy. 
Extrovert and bold, they will be enjoyable young and in the mid-term.

An ideal season: rain in the vegetative phase and sun during ripening 
The maturity of the grapes reflects last year’s unbroken sunny summer weather. From 25th June until the harvest it was warm 
and, apart from the odd storm, there was little or no rain, allowing the grapes to ripen fully. By contrast plentiful spring rain had 
created a good reserve of water in the soil for the vines to draw upon, so that there was neither heat stress nor raisining of the 
grapes later in the season.

That water supply, along with a successful flowering, ensured a generous harvest the size of which mitigated some of the heat 
and explains why the grapes are ripe but not overripe. Anticipating their precocity, the producers began harvesting at the end of 
August and brought in ripe and balanced fruit in very good health, with no fungal diseases in evidence. The resulting wines have 
a striking purity of fruit about them.

A first offer of 2018  
white Burgundy en primeur

The village of Saint-Aubin makes excellent value-for-money wines



This offer will close at 8pm on Tuesday 20th August, 2019.  
Once we have processed your order we will send final confirmation and take payment. 

 Mâconnais.

CHâTEAU DE BeAuregArd, FUISSé
Another excellent year for Frédéric Burrier, whose industry and attention to detail in the vineyards accounts for the sheer 
consistency of quality here. He takes great pains to avoid soil compaction and ploughs to cut superficial roots, which encourages the 
vines to dig more deeply for water and produce healthy, balanced grapes. This strategy pays particular dividends in a year like 2018. 

 Ref In-Bond delivered price per dozen

 BU72561 Saint-véran La Roche  £125
  A top-notch Saint-Véran from Chasselas, west of Fuissé, this is as good as some producers’ Pouilly-Fuissé. Fermented half in 

barrel and half in tank, it has lovely peach-scented fruit and a fresh, clean finish. A bargain. Drink from 2021 to 2024. 

BU72571 Pouilly-Fuissé  £165
  One of the best recent vintages for this wine. Rich, yet fresh and lively, this blend of 50% tank and 50% barrel-fermented 

wine is perfectly balanced. Drink from 2021 to 2025. 

BU72581 Pouilly-Fuissé vers Pouilly  £205
  Vers Pouilly (‘towards Pouilly’) lies just on the Fuissé side of the border between the two communes. This is very particular 

terroir, also found in Le Pouilly, and at neighbouring Château du Clos, called marnes: an exceptional clay soil made up of 
laminated layers that impart power and freshness in equal measure. This is big and rich, in a firm muscular style but the 
character of the soil here has trumped the power of the vintage, so there is no flab. Drink from 2022 to 2025.

CHâTEAU DU ClOs, POUILLY
This is a gem of a property with some of the best soil in the commune. The vineyard is a true Clos, a walled vineyard, of which 2.7ha 
is classified Pouilly-Fuissé, and the name of the parcel is ‘Pouilly’. As with vers Pouilly above, the layered clay marnes soil produces 
wines that seem to unite the power of Fuissé with the elegance of Pouilly. 

 Ref In-Bond delivered price per dozen

BU72591 Pouilly-Fuissé, Pouilly  £205
 Powerful and boldly flavoured wine with great supporting structure and grip. Drink from 2022 to 2026. 

BU72601 Pouilly-Fuissé, Hommage à Léonard Chandon  £240
  From the oldest vines of the Clos – the most ancient planted in 1936, others in the 1950s – this is even richer and more 

powerful than the Pouilly above. Deep, dense flavour, and yet, amazingly, not heavy. Drink from 2023 to 2027. 

ONCE THE WINES ARRIvE
When these wines arrive next spring, you will be given three options: 

1.  To take delivery of your wine. Duty and VAT will be payable immediately. 

2.  To store your wine in duty-paid Members’ Reserves.  
Again, duty and VAT will be payable immediately. 

3.  To store your wine in our ‘in-bond’ Reserves area. With this option,  
duty and VAT will only be payable (at the prevailing rate) when the wines 
are finally withdrawn. 

Please visit our website for more details:  
thewinesociety.com/inbondreserves 

DIAM CORKS 
We continue to be pleased with the 
performance of Diam corks and all  
wines in this offer are bottled with them. 
These are manufactured from cork using 
patented processes, and have solved the 
problem of cork taint and variable porosity. 
Many high-quality producers are using 
them in Burgundy, as indicated in the notes 
below. For more information, please visit 
thewinesociety.com/diam

THE vALUE OF WHITE BURGUNDY 2018 CASE  
Drinking window: 2020-2022*

A 12-bottle case containing two bottles of each of the following:

Bourgogne Les Sétilles, Olivier Leflaive
Saint-véran La Roche, Château de Beauregard
Rully Tête de Cuvée, François d’Allaines

* The drinking window refers to the period when all the wines will be at their peak. Please refer to the individual wine note for its recommended drink date. 

ref OC4916 at £147

Auxey-Duresses, Olivier Leflaive
Pouilly-Fuissé Pouilly, Château du Clos
Bourgogne Blanc Côte Chalonnaise, François d’Allaines 



 Côte Chalonnaise and Côte de Beaune.

FRANçOIS d’AllAines, DEMIGNY
A very good range here as usual. François makes a careful choice of grape suppliers and then takes great care in the way the wines 
are matured, taking them off gross lees when they have reached optimum richness of flavour and giving them the appropriate time in 
barrel. The Bourgogne gets about nine months, Rully, Auxey and Saint-Aubin a little longer, at 11-12. Between 10-20% new oak is used 
to avoid marking the wines with a vanilla scent. 

 Ref In-Bond delivered price per dozen

BU72441 Bourgogne Blanc Côte Chalonnaise £92 
  Fermented entirely in barrel and matured on its lees for about nine months to enrich the flavour, this far-from-basic 

Bourgogne is ripe yet fresh, the signature of the vintage. A great deal of class for the money. Drink from 2021 to 2023.

BU72431 Rully Tête de Cuvée  £140
  This assemblage of three vineyards – Saint-Jacques, En Varot and Chaponnière – produces a fresh wine, predominantly 

appley, but with a hint of melons. Drink from 2021 to 2023. 

BU72451 Auxey-Duresses  £180
  An improved blend this year, with almost a third of it sourced from the excellent La Macabré vineyard to complement Les 

Autés, Le Closeau and Les Boutonnières. In my view, the best Auxey made by François for over five years. Drink from 2021 
to 2024. 

BU72461 Saint-Aubin Premier Cru Sur Gamay  £215
  Saint-Aubins have wonderful freshness and purity of fruit, the coolish valley protecting the grapes from overripening. Intense, 

honeysuckle aromas, with bright and ripe fruit on the palate lead into a lovely tension between richness and freshness. 
Matured for 16 months in barrel. Drink from 2022 to 2025.

OLIvIER leflAive, PULIGNY-MONTRACHET
Winemaker Franck Grux has never made better wines than he does currently. With a broad palette of wines from which to draw,  
he blends complementary wines so that the whole is always greater than the sums of its parts. An excellent range.

 Ref In-Bond delivered price per dozen

BU72471   Bourgogne Les Sétilles  £117
  A toothsome baby Burgundy of predominantly Côte d’Or parentage, mainly the vineyards situated below Puligny and 

Meursault classified as Bourgogne along with 5% from the Hautes Côtes for freshness. About half is fermented in barrel and 
the other in tank. Pretty floral aromas and appley fruit. Drink from 2021 to 2023. 

BU72511 Bourgogne Oncle vincent  £150
  Dedicated to the late and legendary Vincent Leflaive, proprietor of the eponymous domaine, this is made from older vines 

situated exclusively below Puligny and classified as Bourgogne. 90% are owned by Olivier and the rest purchased from other 
growers. With floral aromas and bright, taut fruit, this is a step up in finesse and intensity of flavour from the already 
delicious Sétilles. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 

BU72481   Auxey-Duresses  £190
  A beautiful wine made principally from three superbly situated vineyards which lie on or very close to the border with 

Meursault (La Macabré, Les Autés and Les Vireux). Post global warming, these north-east facing vineyards are producing 
ripe yet fresh wines. Drink from 2021 to 2024. 

BU72491 Meursault  £350
  A well-proportioned Meursault, the exquisite balance of which is not a matter of chance. Franck Grux draws from both the 

flatter vineyards (Limozin, Millerands, Sous la Velle) which give more richness, and the hillside vineyards (Grands Charrons, 
Meix Chavaux and En Luraule) for grip, freshness and concentration. Drink from 2022 to 2026. 

BU72501   Puligny-Montrachet, Les Enseignères  £410
  Enseignères is a very well-placed vineyard, situated just below grand cru Bâtard-Montrachet. This comes from a one-hectare 

parcel managed by Olivier Leflaive. A sophisticated, intensely flavoured white Burgundy with a long, linear palate. Drink from 
2022 to 2026.

To pre-order these wines, please visit thewinesociety.com/whiteburgundyep or contact us on 01438 741177



Our buyers only source the wines they truly 
believe in, so you can explore with 100%  
confidence. And if you don’t like a wine for any 
reason, we’ll give you a refund. Find out more at 
thewinesociety.com/passionbeforeprofit

This offer will close at 8pm on Tuesday 20th 
August, 2019

For information regarding this offer after this  
date please contact us on 01438 741177 or  
email memberservices@thewinesociety.com

EN PRIMEUR: HOW DOES IT WORK? 
You can order…
n		Online: thewinesociety.com/whiteburgundyep 

n		By phone: 01438 741177 

n		By post, using the enclosed order form

The deadline for orders is 8pm on Tuesday 20th August, 2019. 
Once we have all members’ orders and have double-checked 
availability, we’ll send you a confirmation of your purchase by 
Friday 13th September, 2019 at the latest. 

If demand exceeds supply 
We have long relationships with many of the producers in  
this offer and access to good quantities of wine. It is possible 
however that demand may exceed supply for some individual 
wines. If this happens, we share out the available stock equally 
amongst ordering members (sometimes down to one bottle 
per member). Ordering large quantities of a wine will therefore 
not increase your chances of obtaining some. If this still does not 
allow every member to have some wine, then as a final resort 
we allocate the available stock by groupings. These are 
calculated via members’ level of support for The Wine Society 
(taking into consideration quantity of wine bought, spend and 
also any unsuccessful orders from previous offers). Members 
who have given greater support to The Society will therefore 
have a better chance (but no certainty) of being allocated wine, 
and those who have given less support will have a lesser chance 
(but still a chance). We will offer a similar wine as a substitute if 
the original choice cannot be provided, or you may nominate 
your own substitute when ordering – doing this will not lessen 
your chance of receiving the original wine.

MEMBERS’ RESERvES
Our Society’s Members’ Reserves is a purpose-built, 
temperature-controlled facility offering members access  
to optimum storage conditions. The annual rental charge  
is £8.64 per case inclusive of VAT and insurance at  
replacement value. Members can also remove a few bottles  
of a full case stored in Reserves. Please visit our website  
thewinesociety.com/reserves for more details.

IN-BOND RESERvES
Members can store their En Primeur wines with us ‘in bond’. 
Duty and VAT on wines stored in this way will be payable only 
when the wines are withdrawn from Reserves. 

What the price includes
n		Prices shown include delivery to a UK address. They do not 

include excise duty or VAT.

n		Payment of duty and VAT, at the prevailing rate (currently 
£26.78 duty per 12 75cl-bottle case and 20% VAT payable 
on wine and duty) will be requested once the wines are 
removed for delivery or collection from Stevenage. The 
wines will arrive in the UK in spring 2020.

n		Once the wines arrive, members may opt to have them 
delivered within the UK or stored in Members’ Reserves.

Notes 
n		Wines are offered in cases of 12. 

Please read the full terms and conditions for this offer set out 
on the enclosed order form and on our website before placing 
your order.

thewinesociety.com/whiteburgundyep
01438 741177
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