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Ripe, concentrated and firm wines. 
A first offer of 2019 white Burgundy en primeur.
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HOW THIS OFFER WORKS
• Orders by telephone, website and post will be accepted. If you would like to order via the website, visit  

thewinesociety.com/enprimeur. 
• You will be required to log in with your password to place an order. If you need a new password, visit  

thewinesociety.com/forgottenpassword. 
• Orders need to arrive at Stevenage by 8pm, Tuesday 8th September, 2020 and will be processed thereafter. Members whose 

orders have been received by this date will receive confirmation of their purchase by Tuesday 22nd September, 2020 at the latest.

IF DEMAND EXCEEDS SUPPLY
The Society has long relationships with many of the producers in this offer and access to good quantities of wine. It is possible 
however that demand may exceed supply for some individual wines. If this happens, we share out the available stock equally amongst 
ordering members (sometimes down to one bottle per member). Ordering large quantities of a wine will therefore not increase 
your chances of obtaining some. If this still does not allow every member to have some wine, then as a final resort we allocate the 
available stock by groupings. These are calculated via members’ level of support for The Wine Society (taking into consideration 
quantity of wine bought, spend and also any unsuccessful orders from previous offers). Members who have given greater support to 
The Society will therefore have a better chance (but no certainty) of being allocated wine, and those who have given less support will 
have a lesser chance (but still a chance). We will offer a similar wine as a substitute if the original choice cannot be provided.

MEMBERS’ RESERVES
The Society’s Members’ Reserves is a purpose-built, temperature-controlled facility offering members access to optimum storage 
conditions. The annual rental charge is £9.24 per dozen per year inclusive of VAT and insurance at replacement value. Members can 
also remove a few bottles of a full case stored in Reserves. Please visit our website thewinesociety.com/reserves for more detail.

2019 WHITE BURGUNDY
The wines

The 2019s are ripe like the 2018s, but 
have firmer fruit and more structure  
and grip.
The lesser wines have advantageously 
gained a little extra weight and stuffing in 
this warm year. The sheer concentration 
of a harvest made from half a crop has 
given these wines an impressive density 
and structure, so they are ripe yet firm 
flavoured. Many spare barrels were 
employed to ferment the wines so there 
is less tank fermented wine in many 
blends which has further improved their 
structure. It’s a vintage that will drink well 
early and in the mid-term.

The weather

2019 is roughly half a normal crop, due to 
a frost on 5 April, and a cold spell during 
flowering, which reduced crop set and 
provoked some millerandage (meaning 
shot berries, where grapes set but remain 
small). Although 2019 was statistically the 
warmest recent year, its wines taste more 
structured and better balanced than the 
lovely 2018s because of the timing of the 
warmer spells.
February and March were the months 
which most exceeded the average 
temperatures, but this has little effect 
on fruit ripeness as the grapes have not 
formed. June and July were warm, but 

August and September were only a little 
over the average temperatures. There 
are two further factors that mitigated 
effect of the warmth. Firstly, there were 
fewer peaks of temperature than in 2018 
and secondly, there was some water 
stress, where the vines shut down due 
to lack of water, and all maturation stops, 
which did not occur in the 2018 vintage.
Harvest date

The big debate in 2019 was when to 
harvest. Sugars, and therefore potential 
alcohol, arrived while the grapes were 
green. You cannot make good wine 
from green grapes, so all the producers 
in this offer waited for flavour ripeness 
before picking. That means the wines 
are analytically a little higher in alcohol, 
but most are only about half a degree 
more than normal. But such is the 
concentration of the harvest from half a 
crop that the wines taste balanced.  
Also, most growers report more acidity 
than in 2018 which offsets the richness of 
the year.



OR

A note on alcoholic 
strengths

We have given alcohol degrees 
where known, but as the wines 
are still in cask, the wines are 
not yet finished, so this may 
change before the final pre-
bottling analysis. All the wines 
were tasted in the UK from 
samples sent from the suppliers 
because of travel restrictions.

Secure your share of 
in-demand wines that 
are still maturing in 

cellars in their country 
of origin. Sold ‘in-bond’ 
at first-release prices

The wines arrive in 
the UK after they’ve 

been bottled

Choose to take 
delivery of your 
wines once they  

are in the UK (duty & 
VAT payable) 

Utilise our purpose-
built Members’ 

Reserves facility for 
those without a  

cellar of their own 
(duty & VAT payable 
either immediately or 
upon delivery to you)

Each wine has a 
suggested drinking 
window; ultimately, 
however, deciding 
when to pull the 

cork is a matter of 
personal taste

THIS OFFER WILL CLOSE AT 8PM, TUESDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER, 2020.
For information regarding availability after this date, please contact us on 01438 741177.

PLEASE NOTE: We are now required under new payment procedures to validate and authorise the total value of your 
order at the time it is placed. We will then take payment following allocation of the wines, which will be around the end of 

September. Payment will, of course, only be taken for the value of the wines allocated.

IN-BOND RESERVES
Members can now store their En Primeur wines with The Society ‘in bond’. Duty and VAT on wines stored in this way will be payable 
only when the wines are withdrawn from Reserves.

WHAT THE PRICE INCLUDES
• Prices shown include delivery to a UK address. They do not include excise duty or VAT.
• Payment of duty and VAT, at the prevailing rate (currently £26.78 duty per 12 75cl-bottle case, £13.39 per six-bottle case and 20% 

VAT payable on wine and duty) will be requested once the wines are removed for delivery or collection from Stevenage. The 
wines will arrive in spring 2021, please see the website for more precise timings nearer the time.

• Once the wines arrive, members may opt to have them delivered within the UK or stored in Members’ Reserves.

NOTES
Wines are offered in cases of six or 12 as indicated. Please read the full terms and conditions for this offer set out on the enclosed 
order form and on our website before placing your order.

Toby Morrhall
Buyer for Burgundy

Diam corks 
All the wines in this offer are bottled with Diam corks. We continue 
to be pleased with the performance of Diam corks. These are 
manufactured from cork using patented processes, and have solved the 
problem of cork taint and variable porosity. Many high-quality producers 
are using them in Burgundy, as indicated in the notes below. For more 
information, please visit thewinesociety.com/diam



MÂCONNAIS

Château de Beauregard, Fuissé
Frédéric Burrier’s policy of ploughing, which cuts superficial roots and encourages the vines to dig more deeply for water, 
has paid off again in this warm vintage. He waited for flavour ripeness and harvested between the 9th and 23rd September. 
Because it was virtually half a crop, most of the lesser wines were all fermented in 228-litre barrels (although older ones, not 
new, so the wines are not over oaked). This has given even more structure to the wines. Alcohols are pretty normal here and 
all of Frédéric’s wines are bottled with Diam corks.

dozenIn-Bond Delivered PriceREF

BU75691 Saint-Véran La Roche
A top-notch Saint-Véran from Chasselas, west of Fuissé. This is as good as some producers’ Pouilly-
Fuissé. Fermented half in barrel and half in concrete tank, it has lovely yellow-peach scented fruit 
and a firm, dense palate. A bargain. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 13.5%

£145

BU75701 Pouilly-Fuissé
A great success. I think for the first time, this wine is 100% barrel fermented and matured (usually it 
is split 50:50 between tank and barrel). This has given more structure to the already concentrated 
wine from the small harvest. Broad and structured. Drink from 2022 to 2026. 13%

£185

BU75711 Pouilly-Fuissé Vers Pouilly
Vers Pouilly (‘towards Pouilly)’ lies just on the Fuissé side of the border between the two communes. 
This is very particular terroir, also found in Le Pouilly, and at neighbouring Château du Clos, called 
marnes: an exceptional clay soil made up of laminated layers that impart power and freshness in 
equal measure. This has a beautiful tension between richness and freshness. Ideally balanced. Drink 
from 2023 to 2026. 13%

£220

Château du Clos, Pouilly
This is wonderful property with some of the best soil in the commune of Pouilly. The vineyard is a true Clos, a walled vineyard, 
of which 2.7ha is classified Pouilly-Fuissé, and the name of the parcel is ‘Pouilly’, like the commune. As with Vers Pouilly above, 
the layered clay marnes soil produces wines that seem to unite the power of Fuissé with the elegance of Pouilly. All of the wines 
are bottled with Diam corks.

BU75721 Pouilly-Fuissé, Pouilly
Big, broad and bold, this is all power and no flab. Rich yet firm and an excellent result. Drink from 
2022 to 2026. 13%

£230

BU75731 Pouilly-Fuissé, Hommage à Léonard Chandon
From the oldest vines of the Clos – the most ancient planted in 1936, others in the 1950s – this is 
similar in style to the wine above but has even more power. Opulent and weighty but not heavy, 
this is exceptional. Drink from 2024 to 2028. 13%

£275



CÔTE CHALONNAISE and CÔTE DE BEAUNE

François d’Allaines, Demigny
A good range here, all bottled with Diam corks. One wine, Saint-Aubin Premier Crus Sur Gamy, had not completed its 
alcoholic fermentation. I am sure it will be good, but it was quite difficult to taste as it had not finished its sugars. I have 
therefore removed it from this selection, but it will appear later on our main List.

BU75601 Bourgogne Blanc Côte Châlonnaise
Fermented entirely in barrel and matured on its lees for about nine months to enrich the 
flavour, this far from basic Bourgogne has benefitted from an extra layer of richness in this 
warm year. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 14%

£99

BU75591 Rully Tête de Cuvée
An assemblage of three vineyards – Saint-Jacques, En Varot and Chaponnière - this is ripe 
and fleshy with yellow-peach aromas and flavours. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 13.5%

£150

BU75611 Auxey-Duresses
Auxey was more severely affected by the frost than most communes and so we have very 
small volumes available this year. The small yield has ripened to a lightly honeyed richness 
with good density of flavour on the palate. This is a blend from La Macabré, Les Autés, Le 
Closeau and Les Boutonnières. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 13.5%

£100

dozenIn-Bond Delivered PriceREF

Olivier Leflaive, Puligny-Montrachet
Winemaker Franck Grux reports the grapes were healthy, with firm skins, ripe pips and good acidity. He says the resulting 
wines are full and generous, and if the alcohols are a little higher than normal then the wines have the structure to support it. I 
think this is a very good range of wines again this year, all of which are bottled with Diam corks.

BU75541 Bourgogne Les Sétilles
A lovely baby Burgundy of predominantly Côte d’Or parentage. It comes mainly from the 
vineyards situated below Puligny and Meursault classified as Bourgogne along with a little 
from the Hautes Côtes. This year because of the small crop 75% is fermented in barrel 
(usually it’s about 50%) and 25% in tank. The concentration of the vintage and the extra 
density form the greater proportion of barrel-fermented wine has produced a wine that is 
dense and rich for a Bourgogne. Drink from 2022 to 2024. 13.5%

£125

BU75581 Bourgogne Oncle Vincent
Dedicated to the late and legendary Vincent Leflaive, proprietor of the eponymous 
domaine, this is made from older vines situated exclusively below Puligny and classified as 
Bourgogne. 90% are owned by Olivier and 10% purchased from other growers. 100% was 
barrel fermented and 15% of the barrels were new. Ripe and dense, yet this has kept a 
spark of appley freshness to it. Drink from 2023 to 2026. 13.5%

£80

six

The International Exhibition Co-operative Wine Society Limited, Gunnels Wood Road, Stevenage SG1 2BT Registered no.: 1824R

01438 741177

This offer will close at 8pm, Tuesday 8th September, 2020



CÔTE CHALONNAISE and CÔTE DE BEAUNE

MIXED CASE

THE VALUE OF WHITE BURGUNDY 2019 CASE

Drink from 2022 to 2024*. A 12-bottle case containing two bottles of each of the following:

ref OC5176

£158

• François d’Allaines, Rully Tête de Cuvée 
• Château de Beauregard, Saint-Véran La Roche 
• Château de Beauregard, Pouilly-Fuissé 

• Francois d’Allaines, Bourgogne Blanc Côte Chalonnaise
• Château du Clos, Pouilly-Fuissé Pouilly 
• Olivier Leflaive, Les Sétilles Bourgogne Blanc

*The drinking window refers to the period when all the wines will be at their peak. Please refer to the individual wine note for its 
recommended drink date. 

The Wine Society is a mutual organisation, so our members’ satisfaction 
is paramount. If, for any reason, you haven’t enjoyed a wine we want to 
hear about it and will happily offer a credit, a replacement or a refund. 
thewinesociety.com/promise

BU75551 Auxey-Duresses
A wine made principally from three superbly situated vineyards which lie on or very close 
to the border with Meursault (La Macabré, Les Autés and Les Vireux). These are north-
east facing vineyards so have maintained an impressive freshness despite there being just a 
third of a normal crop here. 100% was barrel fermented and 15% of the barrels were new. 
An opulent and dense wine, which is also fresh. Drink from 2023 to 2025. 13%

£102

BU75561 Meursault
A well-proportioned Meursault, the exquisite balance of which is not a matter of chance. Franck 
Grux draws from both the flatter vineyards (Limozin, Millerands and Sous la Velle) which give 
more richness. This was the part I tasted. This was rich yet with very good grip and supporting 
structure for a wine from the lower vineyards. To this will be blended the hillside vineyards 
(Grands Charrons, Meix Chavaux and En Luraule) which will contribute extra for grip, freshness 
and concentration. 20% new oak and an excellent result. A bit more alcohol than usual, but it 
has structure for it not to be noticeable. Drink from 2023 to 2026. 14%

£365

BU75571 Puligny-Montrachet, Les Enseignères
Enseignères is a very well-placed vineyard, situated just below grand cru Bâtard-
Montrachet. This comes from a one-hectare parcel managed by Olivier Leflaive. This 
2019 is a little less floral and a little more honeyed than usual yet retains a modicum of 
freshness. 20% new oak. Drink from 2023 to 2026. 14%

£430

dozenIn-Bond Delivered PriceREF six
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This offer will close at 8pm, Tuesday 8th September, 2020




