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Wines of poise and classical elegance, yet with 
the body and ripeness of a sun-drenched vintage

2020RHÔNE
AN IN-BOND OFFER

2020
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NORTH OR SOUTH?
The short answer is that everywhere made lovely wines in all 
styles and colours. The syrah grape though was an outright 
winner of the vintage in both the northern and southern 
Rhône. I can’t remember tasting such wonderful wines in 
Côte-Rôtie for a long time. Maybe not since 1991. And the rest 
of the northern Rhône was also very good.

A feature of the vintage is that everything tastes different. 
There is such precision in the wines that each appellation, 
each terroir, clearly stands out. There has always been a 
difference between Crozes-Hermitage from the plain and 
Crozes from the steep slopes. In 2020 those differences are 
even more marked, with the northern wines having more 
structure and depth, and the wines from the plain rounder 
and fuller.

The few syrah-dominant wines from the south are also 
exceptional, but rare, as grenache dominates the landscape 
here. It also produced lovely wines in 2020 that were full-
bodied and expressive, and in general a shade less alcoholic 
than 2019. 

The whites, again harvested early, have retained their fruit 
character and are well defined, with food-friendly ‘grip’ and 
length of flavour on the palate. Viognier performed really well 
in Condrieu, where the wines are wonderfully aromatic. The 
hero in the south is probably the less-known clairette grape, 
which is perfectly well adapted to heat and drought, and is 
the mainstay of many top wines (such as the white Vieux 
Télégraphe, which is outstanding).

A NOTE ABOUT ALCOHOL LEVELS
We are including indicative alcohol levels for all the wines in 
this offer. Please note however that these are intended as a 
guideline and may differ once the wine is in bottle.

     Marcel 
Orford-Williams

‘Early harvests are the hallmark of great wines,’ says renowned 
grower Michel Chapoutier, and certainly 2020 was a very early 
vintage, with picking over and done with by mid September. 
After a mild winter, a warm and dry spring followed, hastening 
the growing cycle. Almond trees were in full flower ten days 
earlier than usual. The danger of spring frosts was clearly there 
but luckily hardly materialised. There was plenty of work to 
be done in the vines, especially where there had been hail 
damage from the previous year. 

A feature of lockdown was that everyone worked outside in 
the open. Never had vineyards been so well looked after!

The 2020 vintage was marked by heat and drought. Yet the 
wines taste fresh, and fruity, so something of a paradox.

For a start, the heat was in general not quite as intense as 
in 2019 and 2018. Secondly, night-time temperatures were 
relatively cool and thirdly, the heat and intensity of the sun not 
only concentrated sugars in the grape but acidity as well. 

Moreover, though rain was rare, there was often humidity and 
the occasional morning dew to help the vines through the 
heat of the day. The harvest started in August and conditions 
during the vintage remained excellent, allowing growers to 
pick at a leisurely pace, an added bonus with fewer pickers 
on hand.

I visited the Rhône on two occasions with a few days in 
September and three weeks in October, and was able to visit 
every one of our suppliers and a few more besides.

2020
RHÔNE

The 2020 vintage may have been marked by the 
pandemic, but it is unquestionably one of the loveliest 
vintages to come out of the Rhône Valley. These are wines 
that caress the senses and bring a smile with every taste.

THIS OFFER WILL CLOSE AT MIDDAY, 
TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY, 2022
For information regarding availability after this date, 
please contact us on 01438 741177.

More wines online
We also have a number of wines with 
low stocks listed online. Please visit 
thewinesociety.com/rhoneep or scan:

2 | En Primeur

Prinect Trapper
Page is trapped with Prinect Trapper 20.00.042Copyright 2019 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comYou can view actual document traps, with the free Trap Editor (Viewer), a Plug-In from the Prinect PDF Toolbox. Please request a PDF Toolbox CD from your local Heidelberg office in order to install it on your computer.Settings:Width: 0.088 mm  =  0.249 ptPrintorder: Black / Cyan / Magenta / Yellow / Step Limit: 25.0%Common Density Limit: 0.50Centerline Trap Limit: 100%Trap Color Scaling: 100.0%Image to Object Trapping: noImage to Image Trapping: noBlack Width Scaling: 100.0%Black Color Limit: 95.0%Overprint Black Text: 10.0 ptOverprint Black Strokes: yes  Limit: 0.71 mm  =  2.00 ptOverprint Black Graphics: no



Secure your share of  
in-demand wines that are still 

maturing in cellars in their 
country of origin, sold ‘in-bond’ 

at first-release prices

The wines arrive in the UK 
after they’ve been bottled, a 
year or two after the vintage

Choose to take delivery of 
your wines once they are in 
the UK (duty & VAT payable) 

Make use of our purpose-built 
Members’ Reserves facility for those 
without a cellar of their own (duty & 
VAT payable either immediately or 

upon delivery to you)

Each wine has a suggested 
drinking window; ultimately, 
however, deciding when to 
pull the cork is a matter of 

personal taste.

Order

Bottling

Delivery

Storing

Drinking

OR

HOW THIS OFFER WORKS
Orders by telephone, website and post will be accepted. If you would like to order via 
the website, visit thewinesociety.com/enprimeur

Orders need to arrive at Stevenage by midday, Tuesday 15th February, 2022 and will be 
processed thereafter.

Members whose orders have been received by this date will receive confirmation of 
their purchase by 22nd February, 2022 at the latest.

WHAT THE PRICE INCLUDES
Prices shown include delivery to a UK address. They do not include excise duty or VAT.

Payment of duty and VAT, at the prevailing rate (currently £26.78 duty per 12 75cl-
bottle case, £13.39 per six-bottle case and 20% VAT payable on wine and duty) will be 
requested once the wines are removed for delivery or collection from Stevenage.  
The wines will arrive in summer 2022 for the whites and spring 2023 for the reds. 
Please see the website for more precise timings nearer the time.

Once the wines arrive, members may opt to have them delivered within the UK or 
stored in Members’ Reserves.

IF DEMAND EXCEEDS SUPPLY 
The Society has a long relationship with many of the growers in this offer and access 
to good quantities of wine. It is possible however that demand may exceed supply for 
individual wines, in which case we will share out (as far as is practical) the available 
stock equally amongst ordering members. If this still does not allow every member to 
have some wine, then as a final resort we divide members into groups depending on 
their level of support for The Society (quantity of wine bought, spend, orders placed 
etc). Members who have given greater support to The Society will have a better chance 
(but no certainty) of being allocated wine, and those who have given less support will 
have a lesser chance (but still a chance). Provided members have selected to accept 
substitute wines, and a suitable substitute (in terms of style and price) is available,  
The Society will offer a similar wine if the original choice cannot be provided.

The details

Steep vineyards overlooking the Rhône 

En Primeur | 3



RED WINES
The North
CROZES-HERMITAGE & BRÉZÈME
2020 is an excellent vintage for Crozes-Hermitage. The wines 
are dark and full of fruit. There is a stark difference between 
the softer, easily approachable wines from the flat south and 
the more structured, brooding examples from the steep slopes 
in the northern villages. For the first time there is a mixed case 
on page 23 just for the northern Crozes.

REF  SIX

Côtes-du-Rhône Brézème, Château RH61721 £47
de la Rolière 
A fleshy, dark-coloured and ripe-fruited syrah 
from a pocket-handkerchief sized vineyard 
between Valence and Montélimar. Drink from 
2023 to 2029. 13.5%

Crozes-Hermitage, Maison Les  RH61751 £60
Alexandrins 
Full of blackberry fruit and with a touch of 
graphite in 2020, this wine is made using 
parcels from some of the region’s top 
growers, which have been carefully selected 
by Nicolas Jaboulet and his team. Drink from 
2023 to 2029. Magnums (RH61754 @ £122 
per six) available. 13.5% 

Crozes-Hermitage Mule Noire,  RH61741 £60
Paul Jaboulet Aîné
This is a new cuvée and mostly comes from 
younger vines from Thalabert. Aged in 
different ways, some in large oak vats but 
some also in concrete eggs. Jaboulet are 
keen to use less oak which benefits the fruit. 
Very expressive, fruity and elegant. Drink from 
2024 to 2029. 13.5%

Crozes-Hermitage La Croix du Verre,  RH61771 £62
Domaine Dumaine 
This is one of the northern Crozes estates 
that used to major on apricots but is now 
favouring more profitable wine. Very dark. 
Quite delicious, smooth and delightfully fruity. 
Drink from 2023 to 2030. 14%

Crozes-Hermitage Les Trois Chênes,  RH61791 £67 
Emmanuel Darnaud 
Made by the son-in-law of Hermitage grandee 
Bernard Faurie, this is ripe, firmly structured 
and finely balanced Crozes. Very black, 
dense and full of ripe-tasting fruit. Drink from 
2025 to 2030. 14%

Crozes-Hermitage Les Meysonniers,  RH61731 £68
Chapoutier 
A ripe, richly fruity and unoaked syrah from 
the famous house of Chapoutier, yet still 
retaining plenty of charm. Drink from 2023 to 
2030. 13.5%

REF  SIX

Crozes-Hermitage Pontaix, Domaine  RH61831 £75
Fayolle
From an outstanding northern Crozes 
producer, this comes from the village of 
Crozes itself. Lots of grip with quite firm tannins 
but with a real sense of place and with the 
flavours of ripe fruit. Drink from 2025 to 2034. 
14%

Crozes-Hermitage, Domaine  RH61841 £77
Les Alexandrins
Not to be confused with Maison Les 
Alexandrins, this is a single-estate blend 
coming from two plots in the southern part of 
the appellation. Good concentration of 
flavours dominated by blackberry and 
graphite. Drink from 2024 to 2033. 14%

Brézème, Domaine Bréseyme RH61911 £83
Brézème may be small but it’s still 
complicated as there are two types of 
landscape. This comes from steep slopes 
that overlook the River Drôme. Silky, 
persistent and not too far from a Côte-Rôtie 
in style. Drink from 2023 to 2030. 13.5%

Crozes-Hermitage Les Picaudières,  RH61781 £85
Domaine Rousset 
This comes from the granite slopes behind 
Hermitage and always makes a more serious 
style of Crozes with more character and a 
more tannic structure. Very dark, ripe and 
concentrated. Drink from 2024 to 2033. 14.5%

To order visit 
thewinesociety.com 

/rhoneep or call 
01438 741177
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REF  SIX

Crozes-Hermitage Domaine de  RH61881 £99 
Thalabert, Paul Jaboulet Aîné 
Tannic at its core for sure but there is also 
delicacy in the 2020 Thalabert. The fruit is 
marked by ripe blackberry and there is 
concentration and freshness too. Drink from 
2025 to 2039. Magnums (RH61884 @ £100 
per three) available. 14% 

Crozes-Hermitage, Cuvée Louis Belle RH61861 £100
Another Crozes-Hermitage that resembles 
Hermitage in style, this is brilliant in 2020 with 
great richness and body. Drink from 2026 to 
2033. 14.5%

Crozes-Hermitage Sicamor, Chapoutier RH61811 £102
From vines close to Hermitage, and offering 
something of the same style, this is great 
value. Complex, smoky graphite flavours 
abound in 2020 alongside elegant blackberry 
fruit. Drink from 2025 to 2033. 14%

Crozes-Hermitage Cornirets, Domaine RH61821 £105
Fayolle
A great wine and one that will gain further 
complexity with bottle age. Currently very 
dense with piles of rich blackberry fruit. This is 
made in tiny amounts from a specific granitic 
plot in the northern part of the region, formerly 
part of the Roure estate. Drink from 2025 to 
2033. 14%

Crozes-Hermitage Cuvée Gaby,  RH61761 £107
Domaine du Colombier
Always one of the stand-out Crozes. From 
a family of fruit farmers, this is a lovely 
barrel-aged syrah, dark, ripe-tasting and full 
flavoured. Drink from 2023 to 2030. 14%

Crozes-Hermitage Domaine des  RH61851 £110
Grands Chemins, Delas 
With ripe concentration of blackberry fruit, this 
is an intense, darkly coloured barrel-aged 
syrah. Drink from 2024 to 2031. 14%

Crozes-Hermitage, Domaine Roure,  RH61891 £155
Paul Jaboulet Aîné
It is a sign of a great vintage when Jaboulet 
are able to make this cuvée. It comes from
the northern part of Crozes-Hermitage, on 
granite and where the slopes are steep and 
unforgiving. A rich expression of Crozes with 
penetrating fruit. Drink from 2025 to 2034. 
13.5%

Domaine Rousset: character abounds

A pulley system is used on some steep slopes 
of the northern Rhône

More wines online
We also have a number of wines with 
low stocks listed online. Please visit 
thewinesociety.com/rhoneep or scan:
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SAINT-JOSEPH
After the amazing concentration of the 2019s, 2020 sees a 
return to elegance. These steep and often granitic slopes have 
produced lovely, velvety and fresh wines.

REF  SIX

Saint-Joseph Le Grand Pompée, Paul  RH61961 £75
Jaboulet Aîné
This was brilliant in 2019 and is just as good in 
2020. Mostly from bought-in grapes from 
northern villages, it’s dark with excellent fruit 
and concentration. Drink from 2024 to 2030. 
13.5%

Saint-Joseph, Maison Les Alexandrins RH61931 £82
From grapes purchased from northern 
villages, this is just delicious. Uncomplicated 
and fruity: perfect steak-frites kind of syrah. 
Drink from 2023 to 2029. 13%

Saint-Joseph L’Arzelle, Les Vins de  RH62011 £89
Vienne
Lush and rich with gorgeous flavours of 
graphite, plum and blackberry with a twist of 
pepper. Stylistically almost a mini Côte-Rôtie. 
Drink from 2023 to 2029. 13.5%

Saint-Joseph Clos de Cuminaille,  RH61921 £91
Domaine Gaillard 
Very fragrant, even floral with the scent of 
crushed rose petals, this is a lovely, well-
polished, barrel-aged syrah for mid-term 
drinking. Drink from 2024 to 2030. 13.5%

REF  SIX

Saint-Joseph Reflet, Domaine  RH61981 £122
Villard 
A deeply sensuous 2020 from the northern 
end of Saint-Joseph, with a touch of olive 
mixed with the cherry and blackberry fruit. 
Aged partly in new oak and thus will need a 
bit of time, but the results will be worth it. Drink 
from 2025 to 2032. 13.5%

Saint-Joseph, Domaine Gripa  RH61971 £130
Textbook Saint-Joseph that’s perfect for early 
to mid-term drinking, offering weight, charm 
and balance with a surplus of soft, ripe fruit 
and great length. Drink from 2023 to 2029. 
14%

Saint-Joseph Les Olivaies, Domaine  RH61991 £135
Coursodon 
Very polished and smooth in this vintage, this 
is ripe, savoury Saint-Joseph with blackberry 
fruit and great depth. Drink from 2024 to 2031. 
14%

Saint-Joseph La Croix des Vignes,  RH62021 £145
Paul Jaboulet Aîné 
A densely packed Saint-Joseph from 
Jaboulet’s own vineyards around Mauves 
and Tournon. Very black and concentrated. 
Drink from 2026 to 2032. 14.5%

Saint-Joseph Sainte-Epine, Delas  RH62041 £222
One of the top wines from Delas and the 
personal favourite of Jacques Granges, the 
wine director. Splendid, racy and gorgeous. 
Drink from 2024 to 2033. 13.5%

Concentrated, flavoursome Cornas in waiting at Domaine Courbis Domaine Villard: sensuous Saint-Joseph
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CORNAS
Always a dependable source of distinctive, full-flavoured reds, 
Cornas excelled in 2020.

REF  SIX

Côtes-du-Rhône Les Peyrouses,  RH62081 £61
Domaine Voge
This is a baby Cornas in all but name, made 
mostly from young vines on Cornas slopes. 
Piles of fruit, juicy and crunchy in this vintage. 
The style is true Cornas but more forward and 
less intense. Drink from 2023 to 2030. 13.5%

Cornas Granite 30, Vincent Paris RH62071 £112
Very successful in 2020 with succulent 
blackcurrant fruit and olive-paste notes, this is 
made in a forward style thanks to younger 
vines, many of them in high-lying Saint Pierre. 
Drink from 2025 to 2031. 14%

Cornas Les Grandes Terrasses, Paul RH62111 £115
Jaboulet Aîné 
Plenty of blackberry fruit and sweetness in this 
great-value Cornas from Jaboulet, a house 
that despite being famous for Hermitage has 
always made great Cornas, utilising their own 
vines and their contacts with good growers. 
Drink from 2024 to 2031. Magnums (RH62114 
@ £116 per three) available. 13.5% 

Cornas Les Empreintes, Domaine  RH62061 £117
Durand 
This great-value blend comes from plots in 
the best parts of Cornas. As usual I tasted 
from several barrels. Patou brings dense black 
fruit, Chaillots imparts structure and Teyziers 
concentration. The combination will be worth 
waiting for. Drink from 2025 to 2032. 13.5%

Cornas, Domaine Alain Verset RH62101 £122
The style reflects the vintage here, with 
blackcurrant fruit, hints of olive and plenty 
of richness as well as certain freshness. 
Alain, who has now retired, is the great Noël 
Verset’s nephew. Daughter Emanuelle has 
added new plots to bring more complexity 
and precision. Drink from 2025 to 2032. 14%

Cornas Patou, Domaine Dumien  RH62131 £123
Serrette
Generously flavoured and long with plenty 
of concentrated, blackcurrant-like fruit. 
Drink from 2025 to 2033. 14%

Cornas, Maison Les Alexandrins  RH62121 £130
A wine of elegance rather than power. The 
upper slopes of Cornas do well in very hot 
vintages like 2020 where grapes ripen fully 
and yet keep a certain freshness. Drink from 
2024 to 2031. 14%

REF  SIX

Cornas Terres Brûlées, Domaine  RH62161  £155
Lionnet
A fabulous result in 2020 for this traditionally 
made old-vine Cornas, which reverberates 
with full, dense fruit flavour. Drink from 2025 
to 2032. 14.5%

Cornas Chante-Perdrix, Delas  RH62171 £166
Delas’ 2020 is deep in colour and, for now, 
quite tight but with plenty of ripe fruit. This will 
need a little time to come round. Drink from 
2025 to 2031. 14%

Cornas Sélection, Domaine  RH62151 £175
Chaboud-Cellier
The top wine from a new source. A tiny 
production from old vines from great sites, this 
is concentrated and thickly textured with a 
real sense of place. Drink from 2025 to 2034. 
13.5%

Cornas Les Eygats, Domaine Courbis  RH62091 £182
Inky black, concentrated and full of flavour 
with notable grip on the palate. An excellent 
Cornas that would be glorious with game. 
Drink from 2027 to 2036. 14%

Cornas, Domaine du Tunnel RH62141 £190
Always beautifully presented and well 
rounded, this is made from old vines on 
Stéphane Robert’s plots, including some 
100-year-old syrah on Champelrose. Drink 
from 2025 to 2034. 14%

Cornas Domaine de Saint-Pierre,  RH62211 £199
Paul Jaboulet Aîné
A Cornas with much savoury intensity and a 
feeling of freshness. Hot vintages like 2019 
and 2020 suit Saint-Pierre, situated quite high 
up above the village. Drink from 2026 to 
2037. 14%

Cornas Vieilles Vignes, Domaine Voge RH62201 £230
The complete package: fragrant, ripe 
blackberry fruit, tapenade-like complexity, 
depth and richness. Drink from 2027 to 2038. 
Magnums (RH62204 @ £232 per three) 
available. 14.5%

Cornas La Sabarotte, Domaine Courbis  RH62191 £240
A magnificent, very rich and concentrated 
2020 from Courbis, delivering notes of berry 
and olive (both black!). Drink from 2027 to 
2041. 14%

THIS OFFER WILL CLOSE AT MIDDAY, 
TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY, 2022
For information regarding availability after this date, 
please contact us on 01438 741177.
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AROUND CÔTE-RÔTIE 
Côte-Rôtie inspired reds from four top producers. These are 
some of the best bargains of the northern Rhône. 

REF  SIX

Syrah ‘Les Candives’, Yves Cuilleron  RH62261 £49
Barrel-aged syrah from vines on granite but 
outside any appellation boundary. Super fruit 
and excellent value for money. For early 
drinking. Drink from 2023 to 2028. 13.5%

La Rosine Rouge Collines  RH62241 £72
Rhodaniennes, Domaine Ogier 
Deeply seductive and long, with dark fruits of 
the forest, this comes from a non-appellation 
vineyard on the border between Côte-Rôtie 
and Condrieu. Always one of the must-buys of 
the vintage. Drink from 2023 to 2031. 13.5%

Les Lézardes Collines Rhodaniennes, RH62271 £97
Domaine René Rostaing
Côte-Rôtie in all but name from one of the 
region’s great estates, made from a small 
patch of vineyards on very steep schistous 
slopes that hang precariously over the main 
road. Fruity, very black and ripe, this offers 
excellent value. Drink from 2023 to 2029. 
13.5%

Côtes-du-Rhône, Domaine Clusel-Roch RH62251 £135
This is made from syrah from vines outside 
the Côte-Rôtie appellation. A soft-centred, 
ripe-tasting and quite delicious wine for early 
drinking. Drink from 2023 to 2029. 13.5%

CÔTES DE SEYSSUEL
Also similar to Côte-Rôtie in style but with more grip and a real 
taste of the region’s schistous soils, this hillside around the 
Roman city of Vienne produced very dark and brooding wines 
in 2020. This area has yet to be granted full appellation status, 
but it can’t be long and the quality is so high that we list them 
separately here.

REF  SIX

Seyssuel Ripa Sinistra, Domaine  RH62281 £145
Cuilleron
A lovely dark, blackberry-laden 2020 from the 
opposite bank to Côte-Rôtie, with a hint of 
graphite. Drink from 2024 to 2030. 13.5%

Seyssuel Sotanum, Collines  RH62321 £155
Rhodaniennes, Les Vins de Vienne 
This was the first wine to be made from these 
reclaimed slopes above Vienne. Intense, 
complex and refined. Drink from 2025 to 
2033. 13.5%

CÔTE-RÔTIE
2020 will go down as one of the great Côte-Rôtie vintages. 
The wines are splendidly full, floral and deeply expressive. 

REF  SIX

Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Burgaud  RH62371 £160
Bernard Burgaud makes just the one wine but 
it is a beauty and keeps very well. To prove 
the point, he opened a bottle of 2006 on my 
visit, which was stunning. Drawing from 
several plots and using a small proportion of 
new oak, his 2020 is rich, chunky, juicy and 
delicious. Drink from 2024 to 2034. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Gaillard  RH62361 £167
Pierre Gaillard makes ripe-tasting and velvety 
wines and the 2020 is utterly charming with a 
touch of sweetness. Some of his plots are 
co-planted with the white viognier grape, 
which adds elegance and contributes to the 
fragrance and character of the wine. Drink 
from 2024 to 2031. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie, Maison Les Alexandrins  RH62401 £180
The 2020 vintage is ideally suited to 
Nicolas Jaboulet’s vision for Côte-Rôtie. 
Elegant, Burgundian with much of the blend 
being sourced from the southern end of 
the appellation. Bright cherry red, delicately 
fruity and finely poised. Drink from 2025 
to 2031. 13.5%

To order visit 
thewinesociety.com 

/rhoneep or call 
01438 741177
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REF  SIX

Côte-Rôtie Les Jumelles, Paul Jaboulet  RH62391 £180
Aîné
This comes partly from Jaboulet’s own vines 
and some fruit that has been bought in. There 
is a lovely quality of ripe, cherry-like fruit and a 
long finish. Drink from 2025 to 2032. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie Bassenon, Domaine  RH62451 £187
Cuilleron 
This comes from the very successful southern 
part of the appellation and in 2020 about 10% 
of the white viognier grape was included in 
the blend, adding fragrance and finesse to 
this ripe, velvety wine. Drink from 2025 to 
2032. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie, Château Saint Cosme RH62381 £190
Playing to the strengths of the vintage, 
Louis Barruol constructed this around a core 
of fruit coming from the southern part of the 
appellation, and the result is wonderfully dark 
and sensual. Drink from 2025 to 2033. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie La Germine, Duclaux RH62341 £195
The ‘roasted slope’ was probably at its best 
in 2020 on the light granite slopes to the 
south of the appellation, where the Duclaux 
brothers are based. This is velvety and has 
much charm. Drink from 2024 to 2031. 13.5%

REF  SIX

Côte-Rôtie Les Schistes, Domaine  RH62411 £200 
Clusel-Roch 
A wine made in a Burgundian style, this 
elegant 2020 will age very well and gain in 
depth. Expect dark-cherry fruit, graphite 
complexity and length of flavour. Drink from 
2026 to 2033. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie Carmina, Pierre-Jean Villa RH62481 £215
This has a lovely, precise fruit quality in 2020, 
with fragrance, softness and roundness. Drink 
from 2023 to 2032. 14%

Côte-Rôtie Ampodium, Domaine  RH62491 £230
Rostaing 
A dark and scented Ampodium in 2020. 
René’s son Pierre is now at the helm, 
overseeing a multiplicity of plots on many of 
the best slopes. Drink from 2024 to 2032. 14%

Côte-Rôtie Seigneur de Maugiron,  RH62461 £280
Delas
Delicate, floral and beguiling in 2020, this 
includes a great deal of fruit from sources on 
the Côte Brune, including Landonne and 
Rozier. Drink from 2025 to 2032. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie Viaillère, Cuilleron RH62521 £347
Concentrated essence of blackberry, rich, 
complex and very fine. This will need time to 
come round. Drink from 2025 to 2031. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie Viaillère, Domaine Rostaing RH62511 £375
This vineyard was at the heart of Robert 
Dervieux’s wines and is usually incorporated 
into the Ampodium blend. Such is the quality 
of 2020 that a small part was set aside to 
make this cuvée. A wine of depth, structure 
and lovely freshness. Drink from 2026 to 
2034. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie La Landonne, Domaine  RH62531 £475
Rostaing
When tasted early, La Landonne is always 
closed, not to say austere, and invariably 
it needs time. Dark and concentrated. 
Drink from 2027 to 2035. 13.5%

Côte-Rôtie Côte Blonde, Domaine  RH62541 £535
Rostaing
Completely stunning! Pierre Rostaing 
described how 2020 needed less extraction 
and here the lighter touch worked exceptionally 
well, the wine offering great weight and 
concentration. Drink from 2025 to 2035. 14%

I can’t remember tasting 
such wonderful wines in 
Côte-Rôtie for a long time”

“

More wines online
We also have a number of wines with 
low stocks listed online. Please visit 
thewinesociety.com/rhoneep or scan:
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HERMITAGE 
A perfect Hermitage vintage. There was heat and rain at the 
end of August and grapes were picked at optimum ripeness.

REF  SIX

Hermitage La Maison Bleue, Paul  RH62561 £216
Jaboulet Aîné 
The wine formerly known as La Petite 
Chapelle is savoury and splendidly rich and 
succulent in 2020. Drink from 2025 to 2039. 
Magnums (RH62564 @ £220 per three) 
available. 14% 

Hermitage, Domaine du Colombier  RH62551 £230
The Viale brothers are Crozes and apricot 
producers but they own a small but valuable 
plot on Hermitage. Being fruit growers, quality 
of fruit is everything and it shows in the purity 
of the wines. A gorgeous 2020 with much 
refinement. Drink from 2026 to 2038. 14%

REF  SIX

Hermitage, Maison Les Alexandrins RH62591 £230
A wine of finesse instead of power. Lovely, 
well-crafted Hermitage for mid-term drinking. 
Drink from 2025 to 2033. 14%

Hermitage Rouge Domaine des  RH62581 £284
Tourettes, Delas 
Delas have substantial holdings on the 
Bessard slope which always gives structure 
and backbone. The 2020 has fabulous depth 
and concentration of flavour. Drink from 2025 
to 2033. 14%

Hermitage Les Bessards, Delas RH62621 £645
Very dense, black and concentrated, this will 
be a grand Hermitage but will need time. 
Drink from 2027 to 2038. 14.5%

Hermitage La Chapelle, Paul Jaboulet  RH62651 £725
Aîné 
Coming mostly from Jaboulet’s holdings on 
the Méal and Bessard, this is an outstanding 
Hermitage, fully worthy of the name. Sublime! 
Drink from 2029 to 2050. Magnums 
(RH62654 @ £726 per three) available. 14.5% 

Hermitage Ligne de Crête, Delas RH62641 £775
This comes from the highest plot on 
Hermitage, on granite, above l’Hermite and 
the Chapel. Finely etched, precise and 
exceptionally poised. Drink from 2026 to 
2035. 13.5%

Winemaker Caroline Frey of Paul Jaboulet Aîné

To order visit 
thewinesociety.com 

/rhoneep or call 
01438 741177

Hermitage La Chapelle
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 REF  DOZ

Laudun Côtes-du-Rhône Villages,  RH62661 £58 
Château Courac 
Always great value for money, Château 
Courac consistently delivers full-flavoured, 
characterful wines with syrah making itself felt. 
Dark, fruity with a layer of spice on the finish. 
Laudun is vying for cru status and this would 
be one of the stars. Drink from 2023 to 2029. 
Magnums (RH62664 @ £68 per six) available. 
14% 

Signargues Côtes-du-Rhône Villages,  RH60931  £62 
Domaine de Pierredon
From a fine co-operative at Estézargues, a 
stone’s throw away from the Pont du Gard, 
this is understandably popular. About half the 
blend is syrah, and the result is dense, full and 
spicy. Drink from 2023 to 2029. 14.5%

Côtes-du-Rhône Villages Omar  RH62681 £90 
Khayyam, Mas du Libian 
A full-bodied, fruity red from this much-loved 
estate close to the end of the Gorges de 
l’Ardèche. With great purity of fruit, this wine 
will gain in complexity with a little longer in 
bottle. Drink from 2023 to 2029. 14.5%

 REF  DOZ

Lirac, Château Mont-Redon RH62701 £95
Lirac is just across the Rhône from 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape and Pierre Fabre at 
Châteauneuf’s Mont-Redon makes this wine. 
A relatively early-drinking and friendly style 
that while close to its famous neighbour in 
style, comes in at a friendly price. Drink from 
2024 to 2031. 14.5%

Lirac Nessun Dorma, Domaine Maby  RH62711 £130
Mourvèdre was the real winner here in 2020, 
and so dominates the blend. Ripe plum and 
spice, plenty of weight and a long finish. Drink 
from 2023 to 2028. 14.5%

 REF  SIX

Saint-Gervais Les Rouvières Côtes- RH62671 £55 
du-Rhône, Domaine Sainte-Anne 
Sweet, ripe fruit flavours abound in this 
fabulous 2020. Sainte-Anne was among the 
first to plant the mourvèdre grape successfully 
here. Modestly priced yet capable of 
achieving great complexity with age. Drink 
from 2024 to 2033. 14%

Saint-Gervais Côtes-du-Rhône Villages RH62691 £65 
Les Mourillons, Domaine Sainte-Anne 
2020 was also a great syrah vintage. This is 
encased in an impressively tannic structure 
with fabulous blackberry fruit and great length. 
One to hide away! Drink from 2024 to 2033. 
14.5%

RED WINES 
The South
THE RIGHT BANK, INCLUDING LIRAC AND LAUDUN 
Many of these wines are close to Châteauneuf in style, but not in price, making this section a very happy hunting ground 
for bargains.

More wines online
We also have a number of wines with  
low stocks listed online. Please visit  
thewinesociety.com/rhoneep or scan:

The cellars at Domaine Maby

Joséphine and Frédéric Arnaud, winemakers at Château Courac

En Primeur | 11



THE NORTHERN RIDGE INCLUDING 
MASSIF D’UCHAUX, SAINT-MAURICE 
AND VINSOBRES
These wines have an elegance and a hint of the north about 
them. Cool breezes and extensive woodland (and sometimes 
truffles!) are the key and from west to east, Alpine foothills 
increasingly begin to dictate climate. 

REF  DOZ

Valréas Côtes-du-Rhône Villages,  RH62731 £58
Domaine du Séminaire
From a family estate with vines planted 
at around 1,000 feet and on land that is 
dominated by cooling influences of Alpine 
foothills. A dark and spicy wine with blueberry 
and blackberry fruit. Drink from 2024 to 2031. 
14%

Vinsobres Altitude 420, Domaine RH62751 £70
Jaume 
This popular 60:40 grenache-syrah mix, 
10% of which is aged in foudres, is full of 
raspberry-like fruit with a touch of spice. 
Softly textured and, as the name suggests, 
from grapes grown on slopes that rise to 
420m altitude, ensuring freshness. Drink from 
2024 to 2030. Magnums (RH62754 @ £74 
per six) available. 14%

Vinsobres Cuvée Référence, Domaine RH62781 £95
Jaume 
The oak will need a little time to integrate in 
this barrel-aged syrah-led blend. At ten years, 
it should be a real treat, showing splendid 
richness and refinement. Drink from 2026 to 
2036. 14.5%

Saint-Maurice Côtes-du-Rhône  RH62791 £105
Villages, Guillaume de Rouville, 
Domaine de Florane
Saint-Maurice is little known and is next to 
Vinsobres, making wines not dissimilar in 
style. A full-flavoured wine made from 95% 
syrah with black fruit, pepper and herbs. Drink 
from 2024 to 2031. 14.5%

Visan Côtes-du-Rhône Villages Terre RH62741 £105
Pourpre, Domaine la Florane
Visan occupies one angle of a triangle that 
includes Vinsobres and Valréas and its wines 
are similarly influenced by cooling winds from 
the north. Made from 80% grenache with 20% 
mourvèdre and partly aged in amphora, this is 
full, fruity and quite outstanding. Drink from 
2024 to 2030. 14.5%

REF  DOZ

Massif d’Uchaux Vieilles Vignes, RH62771 £110
Château Saint Estève 
The top wine here, drawing on old vines of 
grenache and syrah, and aged in oak. The 
2020 has fabulous quality of fruit, fatness, 
concentration and length. The Massif is a 
heavily wooded upland to the north of the 
town of Orange and the presence of ancient 
woodland is essential to the quality of the 
wine. Drink from 2023 to 2035. 14.5%

Vinsobres, Château de Rouanne RH62761 £120
A full-bodied and weighty 2020 from Louis 
Barruol. He has always admired Vinsobres 
and compares it favourably with Gigondas: 
both are mountain wines, influenced by 
cooling breezes. Half grenache with roughly 
equal parts of syrah and mourvèdre. Drink 
from 2024 to 2030. 14.5%

Beautiful vineyards in Cairanne

More wines online
We also have a number of wines with 
low stocks listed online. Please visit 
thewinesociety.com/rhoneep or scan:
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CAIRANNE, RASTEAU AND NEIGHBOURS
These hillside villages are always a source of great-value wines. 
Cairannes tend to be broad and rounded with flavours of 
sweet spice. Rasteau wines can be a bit more rustic and fuller-
bodied with ample fruit flavours.

REF  DOZ

Côtes-du-Rhône Villages Bio, Paul  RH62801 £76
Jaboulet Aîné
The decision this year chez Jaboulet was to 
slim down the range and concentrate what 
they used to do into one wine, all from 
organically farmed fruit. The majority of this 
wine is grenache, and clearly sumptuous. 
Drink from 2024 to 2030. 14.5%

Cairanne Le Ventabren Villages, RH62841 £92
Domaine des Escaravailles 
Rich, full-bodied and fruity wine with lovely 
heartwarming spice notes, made mostly from 
grenache. Drink from 2023 to 2029. 14.5%

Rasteau La Ponce, Domaine des  RH62851 £105
Escaravailles 
A full-bodied, generous and weighty Rasteau 
with flavours of ripe red fruits and spice. Drink 
from 2024 to 2030. 14.5%

Cairanne Réserve des Seigneurs,  RH62831  £115
Domaine Oratoire de Saint Martin
This is a stunning blend of grenache and 
mourvèdre with a little syrah, all fermented in 
concrete, so fruit flavours are to the fore. The 
style is somewhat tannic but not aggressively 
so. Drink from 2024 to 2031. 14%

Cairanne Haut-Coustias, Domaine  RH63651 £185
Oratoire de Saint Martin
A cuvée of old vines that offers much more 
concentration than this estate’s Réserve des 
Seigneurs. Lots of fat and layers of rich figgy 
fruit. Drink from 2026 to 2035. 14.5%

REF  SIX

Cairanne, Clos Romane  RH62821 £47
Stéphane and Nadine Charançon created 
the estate in 2011, having previously delivered 
their crop to the local co-op. Made from a 
blend of grenache, syrah, mourvèdre and, 
most importantly, carignan, this is a full-bodied 
red with hints of blueberry and spice. Drink 
from 2024 to 2030. 14.5%

Plan de Dieu Côtes-du-Rhône Villages,  RH62811 £61
Domaine Saint Antonin
A gorgeous sweet-tasting wine brimming with 
chocolate and thick black cherry. This is part 
of the Janasse estate, run by Isabelle Sabon, 
and the blend is 50% grenache with syrah 
and mourvèdre making up the difference, 
partly aged in large barrels. Drink from 2023 
to 2028. 15.5%

Roaix Côtes-du-Rhône Villages  RH62881 £87
Les Hautes Granges, Domaine 
des Escaravailles
Roaix is a lesser-known neighbour of Rasteau 
and generally makes similar wines. The 
difference here is that this is made mostly of 
syrah which was such a success in 2020. 
Brilliant quality of fruit, rich and multi-layered. 
Drink from 2024 to 2032. 14.5%

The southern Côtes – steep, but not in price!

Hand harvesting at Jaume

THIS OFFER WILL CLOSE AT MIDDAY, 
TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY, 2022
For information regarding availability after this date, 
please contact us on 01438 741177.
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THE EASTERN FRINGES, PART ONE: 
SABLET, SÉGURET AND VACQUEYRAS
Bordered by the natural rampart called the Dentelles de 
Montmirail, with unspoiled Provence pastures beyond, these 
vines have given us some delicious 2020s. In terms of style, 
Séguret is more robust, sandy Sablet offers greater delicacy 
and Vacqueyras’ accent is on fruit.

 REF  SIX

Sablet Côtes-du-Rhône Villages,  RH62891 £52 
Cheval Long, Domaine Stehelin
A region on sandy soil situated next to 
Gigondas, Sablet can give an attractively rich, 
concentrated wine. This smooth, elegant 
blend of grenache and syrah needs a little 
time in bottle. It will be worth the wait.  
Drink from 2023 to 2029. 14.5%

Vacqueyras Cuvée Les Templiers,  RH62941 £57 
Le Clos des Cazaux 
A theme of 2020 is the success of the syrah 
grape and so it’s not surprising is how good 
this is. Lots of depth in this vintage with 
blackberry, a touch of raspberry and hints of 
pepper and spice. Drink from 2024 to 2031. 
14.5%

Vacqueyras Domaine des Genêts,  RH62911 £65 
Delas
For mid-term drinking, this rich and ripe-tasting 
blend (mostly grenache and syrah) makes a 
perfect option. Drink from 2023 to 2029. 14.5%

Vacqueyras, Domaine de la RH62931 £74 
Charbonniere
A hugely impressive Vacqueyras, made in  
an unashamedly very full-bodied style and 
offering summer pudding flavours with lots of 
concentration. Drink from 2024 to 2032. 15.5%

 REF  DOZ

Vacqueyras Cuvée Saint Roch,  RH62921 £105 
Le Clos des Cazaux 
Made from grenache with an important 
element of syrah, which adds colour and 
fragrance, this is a very fine Vacqueyras. 
Utterly gorgeous. Drink from 2024 to 2032. 
Magnums (RH62924 @ £107 per six) 
available. 14.5% 

Séguret Côtes-du-Rhône Villages  RH62901  £120 
Grande Réserve, Domaine de  
Mourchon 
Mourchon is Séguret’s leading estate, its old 
vines providing great concentration. The 
blend is 80% grenache with mostly syrah for 
the rest. Concentrated and generous with 
tannins that are present but well managed. 
Drink from 2024 to 2033. 14.5%

Harvesting at Clos des Cazaux

Kate McKinley: all smiles at Domaine de Mourchon

THIS OFFER WILL CLOSE AT MIDDAY,  
TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY, 2022
For information regarding availability after this date,  
please contact us on 01438 741177.

14 | En Primeur



REF  SIX

Gigondas, Domaine La Bouïssière RH63641 £92
A step up from the Faravel brothers’ Beaumes 
de Venise above, with more of a sense of 
structure, this offers brilliant flavours of 
strawberry and cherry. Drink from 2025 to 
2033. 15%

Gigondas, Domaine du Cayron  RH63011 £95
Three sisters share the work of making the 
family wine, which is raised in a mix of barrels 
and foudres of different sizes. The final blend 
is generously flavoured and true to its origins. 
Drink from 2024 to 2033. 14.5%

Gigondas Les Racines, Domaine  RH61661 £115
Les Pallières
This has the concentration of old vines grown 
on the sandy, northern part of Gigondas. 
Fragrant, gently spiced and very fine. Drink 
from 2025 to 2035. Magnums (RH61664 @ 
£232 per six) available. 14.5% 

Ventoux Artemia, Château Pesquié RH62961 £120
Almost northern Rhône in style in 2020, 
showing the finesse that comes with altitude 
alongside blueberry, spice and a hint of 
smoke. A blend of grenache and syrah 
planted at around 400m on mostly limestone, 
this has a very bright future ahead of it. Drink 
from 2024 to 2031. 14.5%

Gigondas Ventabren, Moulin de la  RH63021 £120
Gardette 
Brilliant Gigondas from one of the top estates. 
Full and generous, yet all in perfect balance. 
There is fig and black cherry with a shake of 
spice and herbs. Drink from 2024 to 2032. 
14.5%

Gigondas, Château Saint Cosme  RH63031 £125
ORGANIC
With great concentration of blackberry fruit 
and lift on the finish, this is a fabulous, thickly 
textured Gigondas. Drink from 2025 to 2033. 
14.5%

Gigondas L’Argnée Vieilles Vignes, RH61601 £215
Perrin
A cuvée of grenache made from 130-year-old 
pre-phylloxera vines. Very complex, very full, 
but perfectly poised and elegant too. 
Outstanding and built for the long haul. Drink 
from 2027 to 2039. 15%

Gigondas Clos des Tourelles, Perrin  RH61591 £220
A very ripe, multi-layered Gigondas from a 
walled plot just below the village. Outstanding! 
Drink from 2026 to 2038. 15%

THE EASTERN FRINGES, PART TWO: 
GIGONDAS, VENTOUX AND BEAUMES 
DE VENISE
In essence, these areas are all mountain vineyards, owing 
their freshness to the breezes that temper the Mediterranean 
summer. While the most famous of them is Gigondas, Ventoux 
grows in stature and we now work with four estates with two 
superb wines reflected in this selection. 

REF  DOZ

Gigondas La Gille, Famille Perrin  RH61581 £135
Mostly from sandy soils, this is a stunning 
2020 from the Perrins, who have become 
important landowners in Gigondas, resulting 
in a marked rise in quality across their range. 
Drink from 2024 to 2032. 14.5%

REF  SIX

Beaumes de Venise, Domaine  RH63631 £60
La Bouïssière
Fully expressive of a sundrenched vintage, 
this blend of 85% grenache and 15% syrah is 
gorgeous, full, plummy and spicy. Drink from 
2024 to 2032. 15%

Gigondas La Tour Sarrasine, RH62981 £65
Le Clos des Cazaux
A full-bodied vintage for this lovely Gigondas. 
Made from 70% grenache and the rest evenly 
split between syrah and mourvèdre, offering 
an abundance of rich-tasting ripe fruit. Drink 
from 2024 to 2031. Magnums (RH62984 @ 
£132 per six) available. 14.5%

Gigondas Domaine Grand Romane  RH63001 £70
Vieilles Vignes, Pierre Amadieu 
Stunning in 2020, with a rounded, supple 
texture conveying its rich figgy flavours. The 
vineyard occupies a high mountain valley, 
surrounded by extensive woodland which 
plays a vital role in the ecosystem. Drink from 
2024 to 2031. Magnums (RH63004 @ £71 per 
three) available. 14.5% 

Gigondas Pierre Aiguille, Paul RH62991 £77
Jaboulet Aîné 
The négoce houses, like Jaboulet, have the 
advantage of being able to source fruit widely 
in order to create their blends. This has the 
expected body and weight with plenty of rich, 
juicy fruit and will make a fine option for early 
drinking. Drink from 2024 to 2031. 14.5%

More wines online
We also have a number of wines with 
low stocks listed online. Please visit 
thewinesociety.com/rhoneep or scan:
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CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE AND AROUND
According to Marc Perrin of Beaucastel, 2020 should be 
ranked among the top vintages, alongside 2010 and 1990, 
or possibly a bit of both. The wines have the stature and 
ripeness of either vintage, but they have poise, elegance 
and generosity too.

REF  SIX

Côtes-du-Rhône, Coudoulet de  RH61611 £74
Beaucastel Rouge 
A ripe and juicy vintage for this Côtes-du-
Rhône, made by one of Châteauneuf’s most 
famous names from vines just outside the 
Châteauneuf boundary. Drink from 2023 
to 2031. 14%

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château  RH63091 £105
Mont-Redon 
There is a lovely balance here with 
concentration and great length of flavour. 
A wine of bright fruit and sheer brilliance. 
Drink from 2024 to 2037. Magnums 
(RH63094 @ £213 per six) available. 14.5% 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine Font  RH63101 £105
de Michelle 
An elegant style of Châteauneuf-du-Pape 
aided by the mourvèdre grape which has 
always been favoured. There is gentle spice 
and figgy fruit. The Font in the name is one of 
a few sources of water in Châteauneuf, 
essential to the quality. Drink from 2024 to 
2033. 14.5%

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Le Bosquet  RH63121 £112
des Papes 
Traditional, full and splendid Châteauneuf, with 
almost fruitcake-like richness. Drink from 2024 
to 2032. 14.5%

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Les Cèdres,  RH63081 £122
Paul Jaboulet Aîné
An elegant and perfectly poised Châteauneuf-
du-Pape. The 10% or so of mourvèdre is key 
here and helps bring a sense of place to this 
lovely wine. Drink from 2025 to 2034. 14.5%

Côtes-du-Rhône Les Garrigues,  RH63111 £127
Domaine de la Janasse 
A very impressive 100% grenache from this 
outstanding Châteauneuf producer. Firmly 
structured and very concentrated, yet despite 
the power, there is no lack of freshness. Drink 
from 2024 to 2033. 14.5%

Châteauneuf-du-Pape Tradition,  RH63131 £130
Domaine Giraud 
Full-bodied, traditional (as the name suggests) 
wine, yet manages charm as well. Made by a 
brother-and-sister team with a valuable stock 
of 100-year-old grenache. Drink from 2025 to 
2031. 14.5%

2020 is one of the 
loveliest vintages 
to come out of the 
Rhône valley”

“

Vines at Châteauneuf-du-Pape

To order visit 
thewinesociety.com 

/rhoneep or call 
01438 741177
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REF  SIX

Châteauneuf-du-Pape La Crau de Ma  RH63151 £165
Mère, Famille Mayard 
From a family-run estate, where a new 
generation is proving capable and talented, 
this is an impressive and generously flavoured 
Châteauneuf. Dense and richly flavoured. 
Drink from 2024 to 2031. 15.5%

Châteauneuf-du-Pape Mourre des  RH63161 £165
Perdrix, Domaine de la Charbonnière 
Big, full-bodied, plum and spice-laden 
Châteauneuf from the Mourre des Perdrix 
vineyard. This is situated just below the more 
famous La Crau, but on mainly sandy soils, 
and owned entirely by this rejuvenated estate. 
There is a new generation in charge, 
represented by two talented sisters. Drink 
from 2024 to 2033. 16%

Châteauneuf-du-Pape Le Bois Pointu,  RH63171 £217
Blagden and Gonnet 
The vines – grenache, counoise and 
mourvèdre – are tended by Yorkshireman 
Charles Blagden and the wine made by 
Guillaume Gonnet of Font de Michelle. The 
2020 enjoys both freshness and weight of 
fruit. Drink from 2025 to 2033. 14.5%

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine du  RH61671 £235
Vieux Télégraphe 
This has finesse and depth in 2020 with 
density of fruit and great length. A great 
Télégraphe vintage in a style that demands 
patience. Drink from 2027 to 2039. Magnums 
(RH61674 @ £472 per six) available. 14.5% 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château de  RH61621 £280
Beaucastel 
Another fine vintage for Beaucastel which 
Marc Perrin compares with 1990 and 2010, or 
as I tend to think, a bit of both. There is weight 
and ripeness but also freshness. Drink from 
2025 to 2040. Magnums (RH61624 @ £562 
per six) available. 14.5% 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape Vieilles Vignes, RH63201 £345
Domaine de la Janasse 
Outstanding Châteauneuf for the long haul. It 
has obvious power yet doesn’t stray away 
from elegance. Drink from 2028 to 2040. 15%

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Clos des Papes  RH61681 £350
One of the great vintages of Clos des Papes. 
Very complete with all the principal elements 
– grenache, mourvèdre and syrah – 
outstanding, and the blend greater than the 
parts. Drink from 2026 to 2042. Magnums 
(RH61684 @ £350 per three) available. 14.5%

Charles Blagden and Guillame 
Gonnet, delighted with their 

2020s at Bois Pointu
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THE VIOGNIER GRAPE: 
CONDRIEU AND ELSEWHERE

REF  SIX

Viognier La Bonne Étoile Blanc,  RH63221 £57
Domaine Barou  
Viognier grown on granite and picked early 
to preserve freshness. Aromatic, with notes 
of apricot and peach, and perfect for early 
drinking. Drink from 2022 to 2024. 13%

Les Contours de Deponcins Vin de  RH63261  £62
France Blanc, Domaine Villard 
Made from young vines, some from Condrieu 
itself but mostly from slopes outside its 
hallowed borders, this is very aromatic and 
delightfully refreshing with a peachy, lemony 
tang. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 13%

Côtes-du-Rhône Blanc ‘Les Gendrines’, RH63251 £69
Domaine Gaillard
Full of lemony, apricotty fruit and a hint of 
honey, this viognier also comes from vines 
outside the Condrieu appellation, planted just 
below the Clos de Cuminaille. Drink from 
2022 to 2024. 14%

Viognier La Rosine Collines  RH63241 £80
Rhodaniennes Blanc, Domaine Ogier 
A peachy, refined and long-flavoured viognier 
from a vineyard that falls just outside the 
Condrieu border. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 
13%

Viognier La Lézarde Collines  RH63231 £90
Rhodaniennes Blanc, Domaine 
Rostaing
Floral viognier but in a lighter and more 
refreshing style than those found in Condrieu, 
with hints of pear and citrus. Drink from 2022 
to 2025. 13.5%

WHITE 
WINES 
Generally, I found lovely precision in the whites with 
each grape variety or appellation distinct and clearly 
defined. The grapes were picked in August and 
benefited from the cooler summer nights. Growers, 
now used to torrid summers, chose to pick early in 
the morning so the fruit was still cool. As a result, the 
wines are full but have welcome freshness.

Fortress Guigal: Château d’Ampuis

Marcel and Philippe Guigal, delighted with their 2020’s
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REF  SIX

Condrieu, Domaine Pichon  RH63271  £122
Now aided by his son Corentin, Christophe 
Pichon made a deliciously fruity Condrieu in 
2020 with light peachy, apricot fruit and a twist 
of lemon. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 14%

Condrieu, Cave Merlin  RH63311 £135
This is a lovely Condrieu: lemon and honey 
drops, fruity with tingling freshness on the 
finish. François Merlin learned his craft with 
Georges Vernay and René Rostaing, and has 
amassed an enviably wide spread of small 
holdings, including a plot above the famed 
Château-Grillet. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 14%

Taburnum Collines Rhodaniennes,  RH63291 £150 
Les Vins de Vienne 
The 2020 vintage of this barrel-fermented 
viognier has notable tension, a Condrieu-like 
style and a salty tang on the finish. Drink from 
2022 to 2028. 13.5%

Condrieu Le Grand Vallon, Domaine  RH63281 £150
Villard 
For early drinking, this is an opulent style of 
viognier: rich, rewarding and full-flavoured. 
Drink from 2022 to 2025. 14%

Condrieu L’Octroi, Domaine Gaillard RH63321 £150
A lovely viognier, full and expressive with a 
touch of salinity. Drink from 2022 to 2025. 14%

Condrieu Combe de Malleval, Ogier RH63331 £165
A brilliant, delicate and expressive wine from 
Stéphane Ogier, set against the backdrop of 
the stunning medieval village of Malleval, 
wedged in a tight valley with vines hanging 
from steep slopes all around. Drink from 2022 
to 2026. 12.5%

Condrieu, Guigal  RH63361 £165
An opulent style of Condrieu from this great 
house, with succulent, ample apricot fruit. 
Drink from 2022 to 2025. 14%

Condrieu Deponcins, Domaine Villard RH63301 £170
A multi-layered and rich vintage for this 
Condrieu, always weighty and creamy in 
texture, and in need of some time to be at 
its best. Drink from 2023 to 2028. 14%

Condrieu Le Jardin Suspendu,  RH63341 £182
Domaine Pierre-Jean Villa
A superb Condrieu for early drinking 
courtesy of a star grower of the northern 
Rhône. Opulent, richly flavoured, full and 
long. Drink from 2022 to 2026. 14%

Condrieu La Bonnette, Domaine  RH63371  £225
Rostaing 
Tinglingly fresh-tasting Condrieu with lemon 
and lime fruit, elegance and refinement. 
Drink from 2022 to 2028. 13.5%

Stéphane Ogier

THIS OFFER WILL CLOSE AT MIDDAY, 
TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY, 2022
For information regarding availability after this date, 
please contact us on 01438 741177.

More wines online
We also have a number of wines with 
low stocks listed online. Please visit 
thewinesociety.com/rhoneep or scan:
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REF SIX

Crozes-Hermitage Blanc Maison  RH63481 £102
Blanche, Les Vins de Vienne
Only a path divides these vines from 
Hermitage and this has not surprisingly some 
of the concentration of these great wines but 
at much less cost. A bit of a bargain! Drink 
from 2022 to 2029. 13.5%

Saint-Joseph Blanc Mairlant,  RH63441 £102
Domaine Villard 
Made from 50:50 marsanne and roussanne, 
this has precision and freshness in 2020. 
A lovely white Rhône made with creamy fish 
or poultry dishes in mind. Drink from 2022 
to 2027. 13.5%

Saint-Péray Ongrie, Domaine Voge  RH63541 £120
The soil here is essentially granite but there 
is limestone too which explains both the 
complexity and freshness of this wine, which 
in 2020 offers yellow-plum fruit and a touch 
of aniseed. The vineyard takes its name from 
the Latin ungere (to oil) and has to do with 
leather making. Drink from 2022 to 2030. 14%

Saint-Péray Les Figuiers, Domaine  RH63551 £130
Bernard Gripa 
Fabrice Gripa makes two contrasting Saint-
Péray cuvées. This one, made with old-vine 
roussanne, is the more serious of the pair: a 
full, savoury and very complex white that will 
age to advantage. Drink from 2023 to 2030. 
14%

NORTHERN RHÔNE WHITES
REF SIX

Crozes-Hermitage Blanc, Domaine  RH63471 £60
Rousset 
The village of Larnage is famous for its white 
clay soils, called kaolin or China clay. White 
grape varieties like marsanne and roussanne 
thrive here, as evidenced by this dry, rich-
tasting wine, almost with a sensation of honey 
and lemon. Drink from 2022 to 2026. 14%

Crozes-Hermitage Terre Blanche,  RH63411 £75
Domaine Belle 
The 2020 vintage of this full-flavoured 
marsanne-dominant white is clean and 
delicious, with yellow plum, peach and a 
twist of lemon. From the favoured china 
clay soils in the northern part of Crozes. 
Drink from 2022 to 2028. 13.5%

Saint-Joseph Blanc Lyseras, Domaine RH63491 £75
Cuilleron 
An elegant, long-flavoured blend of marsanne 
and roussane with a touch of salinity. Drink 
from 2023 to 2028. 13.5%

Brézème Blanc, Domaine de Bréseyme RH63461 £82
Made from a 70:30 split of low-yielding 
viognier and marsanne, this is a fragrant, 
full-flavoured white from a tiny vineyard area, 
almost midway between the northern and 
southern Rhône. Drink from 2023 to 2028. 
13.5%

Saint-Péray Boscus, Domaine  RH63531 £85
Chaboud-Cellier
From a new and exciting estate making 
Saint-Péray and Cornas. Charlène Cellier used 
to be a winemaker at Jaboulet and married 
Stéphan Chaboud, the sixth generation of a 
famous family of producers in Saint-Péray. This 
is their top still white, and the 2020 is rich and 
full-flavoured with room to develop in bottle. 
Drink from 2024 to 2030. 13.5%

Saint-Péray Biousse, Domaine  RH63521 £90
Cuilleron
Made from 100% marsanne, and aged in oak, 
this is a lovely, fruity white with good depth 
and richness. Drink from 2023 to 2028. 13.5%

Crozes-Hermitage Mule Blanche,  RH63451 £99
Paul Jaboulet Aîné 
Finely etched and citrusy in 2020, and made 
from equal parts marsanne and roussanne, 
a great deal of which comes from the famed 
Thalabert vineyard. Creamy and complex too, 
aided by some oak ageing. Drink from 2022 
to 2027. 14%
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 REF  SIX

Hermitage Blanc Chevalier de  RH63581 £210 
Stérimberg, Paul Jaboulet Aîné
The best white Hermitage from Jaboulet in 
many years, with lovely quality of fruit, fat and 
concentration. Drink from 2023 to 2031. 14%

Hermitage Blanc Chante-Alouette,  RH63591 £217 
Chapoutier 
Chante-Alouette is the standard-bearer for 
white Hermitage. Always generous and 
concentrated with great depth of flavour  
and length, it keeps developing layers of 
complexity with age. The 2020 is fabulous. 
Drink from 2024 to 2035. Please note this 
wine will arrive in the autumn of 2022. 14.5%

Hermitage Blanc Domaine des  RH63571 £320 
Tourettes, Delas 
A fabulous, rich and unctuous white 
Hermitage with plenty of fat and ripe flavours 
of honey and lemon. Drink from 2023 to 
2030. 14.5%

SOUTHERN RHÔNE WHITES
 REF  SIX

Laudun Blanc, Ferraton  RH61151 £32
Based on grenache blanc but also including 
marsanne, roussanne and viognier, this lovely, 
fruit-driven white is tangy with a hint of tropical 
fruit. Laudun, near Lirac, continues to gain a 
reputation for its whites. Drink from 2022 to 
2025. 14.5%

Principauté d’Orange Blanc,  RH61431A1 £42 
Domaine de Saint Cosme
Sourced from numerous plots on the estate, 
this is a blend of clairette, marsanne and 
bourboulenc, put together during lockdown 
and exclusive to The Wine Society. Expect dry, 
fresh lime with a twist of salt. Drink from 2022 
to 2026. 13.5%

Cairanne Blanc Reserve des Seigneurs, RH61101 £52 
Domaine Oratoire Saint Martin
The Alary brothers, having no obvious 
successors, sold up during lockdown. The 
new owner is Mont-Redon but the Alary 
brothers remain as consultants, ensuring 
continuation of style. This is made from 
roughly equal parts of clairette, grenache, 
marsanne and roussanne. A clean and 
flavoursome white for early drinking. Drink 
from 2022 to 2026. 13.5%

Châteauneuf-du-Pape Blanc,  RH61691 £197 
Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe 
A very expressive blend that includes clairette 
with grenache, roussanne and bourboulenc. 
Complex and refined in 2020 with hints of 
aniseed and pear, and as usual a little 
understated in its youth, but it grows with 
bottle age. Drink from 2022 to 2032. 14%

The team at Domaine Voge

To order visit 
thewinesociety.com 

/rhoneep or call 
01438 741177

More wines online
We also have a number of wines with  
low stocks listed online. Please visit  
thewinesociety.com/rhoneep or scan:
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MIXED CASES

Sebastian Magnouac, winemaker at  
Domaine de Mourchon

2020

2020 Rhône Essentials
*Drink from 2024 to 2029

A 12-bottle case containing one bottle each of the following:

●	 Crozes-Hermitage, Maison Les Alexandrins
●	 Laudun Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Château Courac 
●	 Vinsobres Altitude 420, Domaine Jaume 
●	 Rasteau La Ponce, Domaine des Escaravailles 
●	 Vacqueyras Saint Roch, Clos des Cazaux 
●	 Saint-Joseph Arzelle, Les Vin de Vienne
●	 Lirac, Château Mont-Redon 
●	 Côtes-du-Rhône Villages Bio, Paul Jaboulet Aîné
●	 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Le Bosquet des Papes 
●	 Gigondas La Tour Sarrazine, Clos des Cazaux
●	 Côtes-du-Rhône Brézème, Château de la Rolière
●	 Cairanne Le Ventabren, Domaine des Escaravailles

ref OC5506 | £116

2020 Rhône Village case
*Drink from 2024 to 2028

A 12-bottle case containing two bottles each of the following:

●	 Laudun Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Château Courac 
●	 Séguret Côtes-du-Rhône Villages Grande Réserve, Domaine 

de Mourchon 
●	 Vinsobres Altitude 420, Domaine Jaume 
●	 Valréas Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Domaine du Séminaire 
●	 Plan de Dieu Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Domaine Saint 

Antonin
●	 Sablet Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, Cheval Long, Domaine 

Stehelin

ref OC5516 | £91

22 | En Primeur



2020 Southern Crus
*Drink from 2026 to 2030

A 12-bottle case containing two bottles each of the following:

●	 Vinsobres Cuvée Référence, Domaine Jaume 
●	 Lirac, Château Mont-Redon 
●	 Vacqueyras Les Templiers, Clos des Cazaux 
●	 Gigondas La Tour Sarrazine, Clos des Cazaux 
●	 Rasteau La Ponce, Domaine des Escaravailles 
●	 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château Mont-Redon

ref OC5526 | £129

2020 Gigondas
*Drink from 2025 to 2031

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each of the following:

●	 Gigondas La Tour Sarrasine, Le Clos des Cazaux 
●	 Gigondas, Domaine du Cayron 
●	 Gigondas Ventabren, Moulin de la Gardette 
●	 Gigondas Grand Romane Vieilles Vignes, Pierre Amadieu 
●	 Gigondas Les Racines, Domaine Les Pallières 
●	 Gigondas La Gille, Famille Perrin

ref OC5536 | £92

2020 Crozes-Hermitage
*Drink from 2025 to 2029

A 12-bottle case containing two bottles each of the following:

●	 Crozes-Hermitage Les Meysonniers, Chapoutier 
●	 Crozes-Hermitage, Maison Les Alexandrins 
●	 Crozes-Hermitage Les Trois Chênes, Emmanuel Darnaud 
●	 Crozes-Hermitage Domaine de Thalabert, Paul Jaboulet Aîné 
●	 Crozes-Hermitage Mule Noire, Paul Jaboulet Aîné 
●	 Crozes-Hermitage La Croix du Verre, Domaine Dumaine 

ref OC5546 | £142

2020 Côte-Rôtie Mix
*Drink from 2026 to 2031

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each of the following:

●	 Côte-Rôtie, Château Saint Cosme
●	 Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Burgaud
●	 Côte-Rôtie Les Schistes, Domaine Clusel-Roch
●	 Côte-Rôtie Les Jumelles, Paul Jaboulet Aîné
●	 Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Gaillard
●	 Côte-Rôtie Maison des Alexandrins, Nicholas Perrin

ref OC5556 | £183

2020 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
*Drink from 2025 to 2031

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each of the following:

●	 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Château Mont-Redon
●	 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Le Bosquet des Papes
●	 Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Domaine Font de Michelle
●	 Châteauneuf-du-Pape La Crau de Ma Mère, Famille Mayard
●	 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Tradition, Domaine Giraud
●	 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Les Cèdres, Paul Jaboulet Aîné

ref OC5566 | £127

2020 Northern Rhône Portfolio
*Drink from 2025 to 2030

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each of the following:

●	 Crozes-Hermitage Domaine de Thalabert, Paul Jaboulet Aîné 
●	 Saint-Joseph Clos Cuminaille, Domaine Gaillard
●	 Cornas Les Grand Terraces, Paul Jaboulet Aîné
●	 Les Lézardes Collines Rhodaniennes, Domaine René 

Rostaing
●	 Côte-Rôtie, Domaine Burgaud
●	 Hermitage La Maison Bleue, Paul Jaboulet Aîné

ref OC5576 | £132

2020 Take Six White Rhônes
*Drink from 2022 to 2025

A six-bottle case containing one bottle each of the following:

●	 Contours Deponcins Vin de France, Domaine Villard 
●	 Crozes-Hermitage Blanc, Domaine Rousset 
●	 Viognier La Rosine, Ogier
●	 Cairanne Réserve des Seigneurs, Domaine Oratoire  

Saint Martin
●	 Condrieu, Domaine Pichon
●	 Laudun Blanc, Ferraton

ref OC5586 | £71

*Drink dates for these mixed cases refer to the period when 
all the wines will be at their peak. Please refer to the individual 
wine for its recommended drink date.

THIS OFFER WILL CLOSE AT MIDDAY,  
TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY, 2022
For information regarding availability after this date,  
please contact us on 01438 741177.
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thewinesociety.com
@THEWINESOCIETY1874

MEMBERS’ RESERVES
The best-value temperature-controlled wine storage facility in 
the UK

●	 Thanks to members’ continued support, we’ve held our 
storage prices for the second year in a row. Storage costs 
just £9.24 per dozen per year, including VAT and insurance 
at replacement value.

●	 What’s more, Reserves is now even more flexible with a 
reduced minimum storage quantity and you can now 
remove a few bottles to try as they mature.

●	 Visit thewinesociety.com/reserves for more details.

NOTES 
Wines are offered in cases of 12, six or three as indicated. 

Please read the full terms and conditions for this offer set out 
on our website before placing your order.

The Wine Society is a mutual organisation, so our 

members’ satisfaction is paramount. If, for any reason, 

you haven’t enjoyed a wine we want to hear about 

it and will happily offer a credit, a replacement or a 

refund. thewinesociety.com/promise

UNCORK
   with       confidence

The Society’s Promise 

The vine-carpeted hills of the Côtes-du-Rhône

THIS OFFER WILL CLOSE AT MIDDAY, 
TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY, 2022
For information regarding availability after this date, 
please contact us on 01438 741177.
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