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Whites
De Morgenzon DMZ
Chardonnay Stellenbosch 2020

Corbières Blanc, Château
de Caraguilhes 2020

From a great vintage and one of the most
reliable cellars in the Cape, this spends
time in older barrels to bring a touch of
complexity and a rich creaminess to this
otherwise fresh, fragrant South African
chardonnay. Drink from now to 2023. 14%

A masterful food-friendly blend from
the heart of the Corbières – majority
roussanne with a little marsanne and
grenache blanc – making for a fullflavoured but crisp, herbal-tinged white
of boundless charm and individuality.
Drink now to 2025. 13.5%

Ref SA17201
£10.50 bottle | £126 dozen

Carlos Lucas Ribeiro Santo
Encruzado, Dão 2020
A fine unoaked example of Portugal’s
encruzado grape, from the same producer
who made last year’s hugely popular Bin
#007 wine. Precise and delicately fragrant
in youth, it will develop toasty complexity
and greater palate breadth over time.
Drink now to 2026. 13%
Ref PW9181
£11.50 bottle | £138 dozen

Drapeaux de Floridène Blanc,
Graves 2018
Surely one of the best-value dry white
wines of Bordeaux, this is the ‘second
wine’ of the Dubourdieu family’s distinctive
Clos Floridène. Predominantly semillon
with 26% sauvignon blanc and 12%
muscadelle, this was part-barrel fermented
to make a refined, peachy white for the
dinner table. Drink now to 2023. 12.5%
Ref BW7111
£12.50 bottle | £150 dozen

Ref FC41471
£12.50 bottle | £150 dozen

Geyerhof StockWerk Grüner
Veltliner, Kremstal 2020
A generous expression of Austria’s
premier white grape, this minimalintervention grüner is lively and juicy in
the cooler 2020 vintage. A citrusy nose
with a charming apple-crumble hint gives
way to a zesty, fresh and focused palate.
Drink now to 2024. 12%
Ref AA3421
£12.95 bottle | £155 dozen

Do Ferreiro Albariño, Rías
Baixas 2020
One of the most admired albariños in
Spain, and mostly drunk by the local
market, this refined, elegant and lively
wine offers lovely citrus-fruit purity and
great length on the finish. Very impressive.
Drink now to 2023. 13%
Ref SP16971
£15.50 bottle | £186 dozen

Pepe Mendoza Pureza
Moscatel, Alicante 2020
A dry Spanish white of great tension
and focus, made in amphora by the
talented Pepe Mendoza. The result is
an elegant and delicate white with floral
aroma, lively fruit and a nutty quality
that makes it stand out from the crowd.
Drink now to 2023. 13%
Ref SP17011
£15.50 bottle | £186 dozen

thewinesociety.com 01438 741177

SMALL WONDERS

WONDERS

Our buyers are free to scour the world’s vineyards seeking the very best
value they can for our members, whatever the price. Small Wonders
shows off their talents for finding bottles that deserve true ‘fine wine’
billing at prices that belie the fact. Some are new arrivals, others
already known and loved; while on page 7, you’ll find a selection of
even further-flung regions and under-the-radar styles.
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Whites
NEW Soave Superiore, Sandro
De Bruno Monte San Piero
2018
Made with meticulous care, this offers
delightful spiced-pear, almond and
apple flavours. It comes from a special
1.5-hectare parcel of garganega grown
on volcanic soils at 300 metres’ altitude.
Fermentation and ageing in large French
oak barrels explain its broad, food-friendly
texture. Drink now to 2023. 13.5%
		
Ref IT33161
£16 bottle | £192 dozen

Dog Point Marlborough
Sauvignon Blanc 2017
A classy New Zealand sauvignon that has
matured wonderfully after a little time in
bottle. Its bright lychee and quince notes
are now joined by a smoky, beeswax-like
character while the palate is beautifully
integrated and vibrant. Drink now to
2025. 12.5%
Ref NZ9961
£16.50 bottle | £198 dozen

First Press Napa Chardonnay
2019
California’s Napa Valley makes some
wonderfully rich chardonnay but very
rarely offering such good value! A classic
vanilla and peach-scented example with
a rich, soft palate of butterscotch and
orchard fruit. Drink now to 2024. 14.5%
Ref US9571
£17 bottle | £204 dozen

Château de Beauregard, SaintVéran Le Vernay 2020
This is one of the best vintages ever
of this fine-flavoured white Burgundy,
which is unoaked to preserve its mineral
freshness. It comes from a cool spot
in Chasselas, which has succeeded
in producing a fresh and beautifully
balanced wine in this warm year. Drink
now to 2026. 13.5%
Ref BU79111
£17 bottle | £204 dozen
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The Dog Point vineyards in New Zealand

Bergerac Blanc, Moulin des
Dames, Château Tour des
Gendres 2020

Christmas 2021 Small
Wonders whites case

A very ripe expression of sauvignon blanc
from the south of France. Superbly rich,
unctuous and complex with flavours of
apricot and citrus, it would be perfect with
fish in a creamy sauce, shellfish or blue
cheese. Drink now to 2025. Available mid
November. 14.5%

Drink or store to 2023.

Ref FC41601
£18 bottle | £216 dozen

• Geyerhof StockWerk Grüner
Veltliner, Kremstal 2020

NEW Eruzione 1614 Carricante,
Planeta 2018
Bright, elegant and full of tension and
verve, this Italian white comes from
carricante vines planted on volcanic,
sandy soils from lava flow deposits made
back in 1614. As warmth and air get
into the glass, its green-apple, flint and
preserved lemon flavours really stand out.
Drink now to 2025. 12.5%
Ref IT32981
£18.50 bottle | £222 dozen

A six-bottle case containing one
bottle each of the following:
• Drapeaux de Floridène Blanc,
Graves 2018
• Corbières Blanc, Château
de Caraguilhes 2020

• Do Ferreiro Albariño, Rías Baixas
2020
• Soave Superiore, Sandro De
Bruno Monte San Piero 2018
• Château de Beauregard, SaintVéran Le Vernay 2020
Ref MX21222 | £85

Reds
Weinert Carrascal Corte Tinto
Mendoza 2018

Parker Station Santa Barbara
Pinot Noir 2018

Koyle Cerro Basalto Garnatxa
2018

Delicious winter drinking from one of
our members’ favourite Argentine reds.
A blend of 40% malbec, 35% cabernet
sauvignon and 25% merlot, this was
matured for a year in large old foudres
and six months in concrete until the
bright fruit flavours were transformed to
gentle, mellow notes of cedar, leather and
tobacco. Drink now to 2025. 14%

A rare beast indeed: a pinot noir from
California that’ll steal the show without
breaking the bank! A juicy, joyful red-berry
scented wine with bright fruit flavours, soft
integrated tannins and a succulent blackcherry finish. Drink now to 2023. 13%

The first vintage of this seductive and
opulent Chilean garnacha from Cristóbal
Undurraga’s excellent estate. Made from
low yields on poor basalt soils, giving
impressive concentration, it’s a generous,
powerful wine with aromas of orange peel
and rose petals. Drink now to 2027. 14.5%

Ref AR4441		
£10.95 bottle | £131 dozen

Château Grand Chambellan,
Lalande-de-Pomerol 2012

A robust, velvety delight from the warm
south of Portugal, which blends local
touriga nacional (fragrant black fruits) with
ripe, peppery syrah, all rounded off by 12
months in French and sweeter American
oak barrels. Drink now to 2025. 14.5%
Ref PW9171
£14.50 bottle | £174 dozen

Wirra Wirra McLaren Vale
Church Block 2018
An Aussie classic and long-time favourite
of Society members, Church Block is a
full-bodied blend of cabernet, shiraz and
merlot. If you have time, decanting this
wine will really bring its blackberry and
black-pepper character to life. Drink now
to 2028. 14.5%
Ref AU23081
£12.50 bottle | £150 dozen

Château Chêne-Vieux,
Puisseguin Saint-Emilion 2016
A vibrant, ripe, merlot-dominant Bordeaux
red from a small, family-owned property
with a very good reputation. This is juicy
and fresh with pleasingly fine tannins on
the finish. Drink now to 2027. 13.5%
Ref CS11701		
£12.95 bottle | £155 dozen

Ref CE11091		
£14.95 bottle | £179 dozen

A fully mature right bank Bordeaux red
with deep garnet colour, attractive brambly
fruit, soft, round tannins and silky texture
on the finish. Drink now to 2023. 13.5%
Ref CS12021		
£14.50 bottle | £174 dozen

Moselle ‘Les Hautes-Bassières’
Pinot Noir, Château de Vaux
2019
From a pioneering estate amidst an
almost forgotten vineyard in the Moselle
Valley near Metz in north-east France,
once decimated by phylloxera and war.
Biodynamics are employed ‘for the
environment and the wines’, producing a
fragrant pinot with cherry and blackberry
fruit and gentle tannins. Drink now to
2024. 13%
Ref AL15901		
£14.50 bottle | £174 dozen

Château Pierbone, Haut-Médoc
2010
From the superlative 2010 Bordeaux
vintage, this is a perfectly ready-fordrinking blend of 68% cabernet sauvignon
and 32% merlot. With deep colour and an
appealing cedar and leather bouquet, the
wine has lovely balance, despite the heat
of the vintage. Smooth, satisfying claret.
Drink now to 2024. 13.5%
Ref CM23591		
£14.95 bottle | £179 dozen

SMALL WONDERS

Al-Ria Reserva, Algarve 2017

Ref US8751
£13.50 bottle | £162 dozen

thewinesociety.com 01438 741177
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Reds
El Mondongo Garnacha,
Calatayud 2018

Domaine de Perdiguier, Cuvée
d’En Auger 2007

Calatayud is one of Spain’s less famous
wine regions but one that grows some
of the country’s finest garnacha grapes,
as evidenced by this silky-smooth, long
and succulent example. A powerful and
perfumed wine of immense depth and
class. Drink now to 2025. 14.5%

Lovers of mature clarets and Riojas
should not miss this gem from the south
of France. A classy blend of 85% cabernet
and 15% merlot, it’s mellow and mature
but also riper, sweeter and, frankly, better
than many a Bordeaux at twice the price!
Drink now and next year. 14.5%

Ref SP16851		
£15.50 bottle | £186 dozen

Ref FC17351A		
£18.50 bottle | £222 dozen

Valpolicella Ripasso Superiore
Capitel San Rocco, Tedeschi
2018

Magnums of the 2012 vintage
can be found on page 32

The ripasso wines of Valpolicella,
where young wines are passed through
Amarone grape skins, are a style that
offers the best of both worlds. This retains
the fresh cherry-fruit freshness of the
corvina grape but with a little more depth,
weight and complexity. A smart buy. Drink
now to 2026. 14.5%

Christmas 2021 Small
Wonders reds case

Ref IT31631		
£16 bottle | £192 dozen

• Wirra Wirra McLaren Vale Church
Block 2018

Drink or store to 2024.
A six-bottle case containing one
bottle each of the following:
• Weinert Carrascal Corte Tinto
Mendoza 2018

• Moselle ‘Les Hautes-Bassières’
Pinot Noir, Château de Vaux 2019
• Château Pierbone, Haut-Médoc
2010
• El Mondongo Garnacha,
Calatayud 2018
• Valpolicella Ripasso Superiore
Capitel San Rocco, Tedeschi 2018
Ref MX21220 | £82

Vineyards in the south of France
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White and orange

Members with a taste for the unusual and unique will find plenty to
enjoy in this special selection of well-priced wonders from around the
world. We cordially invite you to explore old-vine Cape palomino, lively
low-intervention wines from Hungary and Austria, an Italian rarity, a
delicious orange wine and a fresh new take on Aussie shiraz.

Reds
Péter Wetzer, Kékfrankos 2018
Péter is an artisanal grower based in
Sopron, Hungary, and this fresh, pure
kékfrankos is arguably the finest wine in
his stable. We love its intense aromas of
cloves, citrus peel and Asian spices, and
its medium-bodied palate with fine, chalky
tannins. Drink now to 2026. 13%

Grignolino del Monferrato
Casalese, Pio Cesare 2019
Thought to be unique to Piedmont in
north-west Italy, grignolino has a very pale
colour but an expressive perfume of white
pepper, cranberry, sage, stock and red
cherry. Made by the late, great Pio Boffa.
Drink now to 2023. 14%

Ref HU1581
£14.95 bottle | £179 dozen

Ref IT32361		
£17.50 bottle | £210 dozen

Pittnauer Pittnauski,
Burgenland 2015

Whistler Wines ‘Shiver Down
My Spine’ Barossa Valley Shiraz
2019

From one of Austria’s most talented
‘natural’ winemakers comes a mellow,
brooding and complex blend of merlot,
zweigelt, blaufränkisch and St Laurent.
Combining plummy fruit and savoury
forest-floor aromas, this is full of black and
red fruit with a sprinkling of spices. Drink
now to 2025. 13%
Ref AA3371
£17 bottle | £204 dozen

At first glance, Aussie shiraz might not
appear an exceptionally curious choice,
but this delicious example turns the
genre on its head. Exuding lift, crunch
and freshness, it’s all about elegance,
drinkability, juicy flavours and subtle
winemaking. Drink now to 2026. 13%
Ref AU23571
£19.50 bottle | £234 dozen

The quirkiness displayed here in no
way undermines the seriousness of this
heritage-vine palomino from high-altitude
vineyards in South Africa’s beautiful
Piekenierskloof. Planted in 1977, these
venerable vines deliver an extraordinary
freshness and salinity with precision, and
long, appetising finish. Drink now to 2024.
12.5%
Ref SA17761
£14.50 bottle | £174 dozen

Val de Loire ‘Cirrus’ Macération
de Sauvignon Gris, Eric
Chevalier 2018
Muscadet producer Eric Chevalier’s
first orange wine, a microvinification in
a unique spherical stainless-steel tank
and three seasoned oak barrels. Fié
gris (the local name for sauvignon gris)
fermented on skins and stems delivers a
wine with citrus pith, mandarin and orange
liqueur aromas and palate-cleansing
grip. Recommended with cheese or
chocolate(!), this is a tempting treat to
experiment with over the next year or so.
12%
Ref LO16901
£20 bottle | £240 dozen

The Curious Wonders
case
A six-bottle case containing one
bottle each of the above wines.
Ref MX21226 | £99

CURIOUS WONDERS

WONDERS

Wildeberg ‘Wonder Horse’
Palomino, Piekenierskloof
2020

thewinesociety.com 01438 741177
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FOR THE SEASON
If there is a perfect time to enjoy a particularly special bottle of
Champagne, it’s when the evenings get darker, or so I often find myself
justifying! With the 2009s and 2013s looking especially tempting and
ready to enjoy now, and with a few of the coveted 2012 vintage cuvées still
available, this selection features some of the region’s very best. I hope
that, like me, you’ll find a reason to pop a special cork this winter.

Boizel Grand Vintage Brut
2009

Alfred Gratien Cuvée Paradis
Brut 2013

Pol Roger Cuvée Sir Winston
Churchill 2012

The lovely, generous 2009 vintage
Champagnes are full of concentration
and appeal, making them a fantastic
option to open and enjoy now. Add the
hallmark elegance and precision that
Boizel always delivers and you’ve an
even more tempting proposition. Drink
this year and next. 12%

Gratien’s gastronomic prestige cuvée
is poised and concentrated, with just
the right weight to ensure that it will age
well. That’s not to say it isn’t delicious
already, and is a fine option for rich
dishes like crab on brioche toasts or
chicken or pork loin served in a cream
sauce. Drink now to 2033. 12%

A phenomenal vintage of this worldrenowned Champagne. Made only with
grapes from grand cru sites, this is a
pinot-dominant blend with immediate
appeal, offering cashew nut and lemon
rind on the nose and plum and fresh
bread on the finely beaded palate.
Drink now to 2029. 12.5%

Ref CH4161
£48 bottle | £288 six

Ref CH4121
£68 bottle | £408 six

		
Ref CH4291
£160 bottle | £960 six

Jacquesson Brut Cuvée 743
NV

NEW Bollinger PN VZ 16

Louis Roederer Cristal 2013

The two main factors that determine
Bollinger’s distinctive, rich style are
the pinot noir grape and the house’s
enviable array of older reserve wines.
‘PN VZ 16’ takes this to the max: a 100%
pinot noir wine, 50% of which comes
from reserve wines and 50% from the
2016 vintage. The result is a riotous mix
of rich Mirabelle plum, stewed apple,
croissant and fresh almond notes.
Fantastic festive drinking. 12%

Jean-Baptiste Lécaillon, Louis
Roederer’s chef de cave, has
suggested that the 2013 Cristal even
surpasses the exceptional 2008,
describing it as ‘the Cristal of Cristals.’
A fine expression of this famous wine
and the chalk terroirs of Roederer’s
biodynamically farmed vineyards. Drink
now to 2033 . 12%

This blend is based on the warm 2015
vintage and was fermented in large oak
foudres before the second fermentation
in bottle. Disgorged in March 2020
with minimal additions, no fining and no
dosage, this complex wine has a fine
bead and delicious, intense flavours of
green apple and grapefruit rind. Drink
now to 2025. 12.5%
		
Ref CH4301
£55 bottle
£275 special six for five price

Pol Roger Vintage Brut 2013
A classic vintage Pol, made from their
proven blend of 60% pinot noir and
40% chardonnay sourced entirely
from grands and premiers crus in the
Montagne de Reims and the Côte des
Blancs. After seven years in the house’s
famous chalk cellars, this is wonderful
and ready to enjoy. Drink now to 2028.
12.5%
		
Ref CH4341
£68 bottle | £408 six
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Sarah Knowles MW

Ref CH4381
£74 bottle | £444 six

Bollinger La Grande Année
2012
The outstanding 2012 vintage is
elegant and expressive, and this classic
Bollinger shows off its charms through
the house’s much-loved style. A wine
of great weight and character, with
almond, apricot and hazelnut on the
nose, a very fine mousse and complex
citrus flavours that last and last. Drink
now to 2028. 12%
		
Ref CH4181
£92 bottle | £552 six

Ref CH4371
£175 bottle | £1050 six

Krug Grande Cuvée 169eme
Edition NV
Krug has a reputation for producing
a very generous and complex
Champagne and this amply lives up to
that billing, with a rich toasted brioche
and buttered mushroom note on the
nose, and baked apple, honey, lemon
and a touch of flint that on the rich
palate that last on the long finish.
A great Champagne. Six bottles only
per member. 12.5%
Ref CH4461
£155 bottle | £930 six

FINE CHAMPAGNES
thewinesociety.com 01438 741177
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PREMIER &
GRAND CRU
Clos de Vougeot is quite
structured in style but is recently
being made in such a way as
to reduce the firmness and
emphasise the fruit. The cool
Combe de Lavaux is a side valley
in Gevrey producing supremely
perfumed and elegant wines
such as the Lavaux Saint-Jacques
and the Champeaux in this
selection. Clos de Fonteny, on
the other hand, is fine-boned
with a persistent finish.

Toby Morrhall
Domaine Jean Grivot, Clos de
Vougeot Grand Cru 2013
This is quite a silky style for Vougeot,
emphasising the sweetness of fruit and
minimising the tannic structure. Drink
now to 2035. 13.5%
Ref BU58121		
£142 bottle | £1704 dozen

Domaine François Lamarche,
Clos de Vougeot GC 2012
RED BURGUNDY
10

From the ripe 2012 vintage, this is a
balanced wine from vines in the top,
middle and bottom of the Clos. Vougeot
is a firm and structured wine best
enjoyed with food such as guinea fowl.
Drink now to 2034. 13%
Ref BU55061		
£115 bottle | £1380 dozen

Domaine François Lamarche,
Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru
2008

Domaine Maume Tawse,
Gevrey-Chambertin Premier
Cru Champeaux 2013

The cool 2008 vintage was a classic
year, one where ripeness was achieved
at medium levels of alcohol. This has a
rich, smoky nose and a pretty palate with
sweet tannins and generous fruit. Drink
now to 2025. 12.5%

As this excellent domaine’s Champeaux
vines mature, so this cuvée gains yet
more momentum. The 2013 is fresh and
fine-flavoured with energy and lift. Drink
now to 2030. 13%

Ref BU45391		
£115 bottle | £1380 dozen

Domaine Bruno Clair, GevreyChambertin Premier Cru Clos
du Fonteny 2014
Perfumed and medium-bodied in style,
with bright cherry fruit and a balanced
palate. Drink now to 2028. 13%
Ref BU61711		
£75 bottle | £900 dozen

Louis Jadot, Gevrey-Chambertin
Premier Cru Lavaux SaintJacques 2013
The cool Combe de Lavaux produces
ripe wines with a seam of freshness shot
through them. This has a pretty red-fruited
palate and lovely density of fruit for the
cool 2013 vintage. Drink now to 2029. 13%
Ref BU59331		
£68 bottle | £816 dozen

Ref BU58191		
LOW
LOWSTOCK:
STOCK:available
availableonly
only

ininthe
themixed
mixedcase
casebelow
below

The GevreyChambertin
collection
Drink or store to 2028.
A three-bottle case containing one
bottle each of the following:
• Domaine Bruno Clair, GevreyChambertin Premier Cru Clos du
Fonteny 2014
• Louis Jadot, Gevrey-Chambertin
Premier Cru Lavaux Saint-Jacques
2013
• Domaine Maume Tawse,
Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru
Champeaux 2013
Ref MX21217 | £205

MEURSAULT
& PULIGNYMONTRACHET
Although these communes are situated side by side,
Meursault tends to produce a richer, broader style
while Puligny is more floral, linear and mineral.
But generalisations are just rough guides and each
producer has their own house style. These wines offer
an opportunity to compare and contrast.

Domaine Jacques Carillon,
Puligny-Montrachet 2017

This is quite a firm style of Meursault
matured in very cool cellars. It starts out
with a lemony freshness that deepens
with time towards baked apples and
later yet, some honeyed notes appear.
All white Burgundy at this level is worth
decanting but especially Jobard’s wines,
which are relatively tight when first
poured, but open up and become more
expansive with oxygen. Drink now to
2024. 13%

Restrained, delicate floral wine from an
excellent vintage characterised by both
ripeness and freshness. Carillon make
an understated style of Puligny which is
matured in barrel for a year. Drink now to
2023. 13.5%

Ref BU74971
£52 bottle | £624 dozen

Top-quality village Puligny with more depth
and grip than most whilst retaining a lovely
freshness. Made in 600-litre barrels with
15% new oak. Now to 2027. 12.5%

This wonderful vineyard often produces
the best wine of the cellar, as was the
case in 2018. Situated on a hillside, it has
a stony soil high in limestone, which gives
a quite taut and tense young wine, but
one that broadens and deepens over
time. Structured, yet pleasantly ripe, this
will develop beautifully. Drink now to
2024. 13%

Ref BU73891
£55 bottle | £660 dozen

Ref BU74471
£57 bottle | £684 dozen

Domaine de Montille, PulignyMontrachet 2018

Ref BU72811
£57 bottle | £684 dozen

Jean-Philippe Fichet, Meursault
Les Chevalières 2018

Etienne Sauzet, PulignyMontrachet Premier Cru La
Garenne 2016

Louis Jadot, Meursault Premier
Cru Genevrières 2015
From Jadot’s own vineyards, this was
initially crisp and appley, but is now
starting to take on a tinge of honey. Jadot
make wines with good structure which are
then kept in barrel for about 18 months to
soften and develop flavour. Drink now to
2025. 13.5%
Ref BU64441
£74 bottle | £888 dozen

2018 Meursault
collection
Drink or store to 2024.
A three-bottle case containing
one bottle each of the following:
• Domaine Antoine Jobard,
Meursault en la Barre 2018
• Domaine de Montille, PulignyMontrachet 2018
• Jean-Philippe Fichet, Meursault
Les Chevalières 2018
Ref MX21219 | £160

WHITE BURGUNDY

Domaine Antoine Jobard,
Meursault en la Barre 2018

A very fresh and mineral Garenne from
vines at the top of the slope in shallow
and rocky soil. Taut and vibrant. Drink now
to 2023. 13.5%
Ref BU67071A1
£72 bottle | £864 dozen
thewinesociety.com 01438 741177
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SAINT-JOSEPH
The rebirth of a
Rhône great
The story of Saint-Joseph is a
compelling one. Following the
disastrous outbreak of phylloxera
in the mid-19th century, its rebirth
has been slow. The project of
claiming back ancient vineyard
sites is still ongoing and indeed
the best is still to come. But some
things are already in place and an
idea of what can be achieved is
here to taste and enjoy.
François Villard has become one
of the top names here and has his
vines in the northern part of the
appellation close to Côte-Rôtie.
Les Reflets, a barrel-aged cuvée
from older vines, is his top wine
and he was delighted to be able
to offer members a mixed case of
three contrasting vintages of this
great Saint-Joseph.

Marcel
Orford-Williams
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Saint-Joseph Les Reflets,
Domaine Villard 2016

Saint-Joseph Les Reflets,
Domaine Villard 2018

In the great 2016 vintage, this is a
sumptuous and delightful Saint-Joseph.
Its bright cherry-like fruit hints at something
Burgundy-like, but this is nevertheless
a very dense and full-flavoured syrah.
A wine of great character and class.
Drink now to 2030. 13%

The 2018 northern syrahs are astonishing,
richly textured and fleshy. This year’s
Reflets manages to offer great fullness of
flavour and concentration, but also a great
deal of finesse. Drink now to 2032. 14%

Ref RH48311		
£30 bottle | £360 dozen

Saint-Joseph Les Reflets,
Domaine Villard 2017
An expressive and refined vintage for
this wine, the 2017 offers delicious cherry
and blackberry fruit and a touch of olive
tapenade-like complexity. Drink now to
2031. 14%
Ref RH51821		
£30 bottle | £360 dozen

Ref RH55221		
£30 bottle | £360 dozen

Domaine Villard
Saint-Joseph Les
Reflets vertical
tasting case
Drink or store to 2030.
A six-bottle case containing two
bottles each of the above wines.
Ref MX21216 | £180

SIX OF THE BEST
Here I’ve selected six reds that I believe encapsulate what is best from the Rhône Valley. The wines all come from
top estates and both the north and south of the valley are represented. There is even a place between the two for
a wine from Brézème which is highly recommended and which, for all the world, tastes like a Côte-Rôtie!

This historic estate looks over the Rhône
opposite Châteauneuf-du-Pape. The
wines here are marked by long barrel
ageing which gives them a certain patina.
The 2018 is full of rich spicy fruit and great
complexity. Drink now to 2027. 14.5%
Ref RH57751		
£16.50 bottle | £198 dozen

Gigondas, Grand Romane
Vieilles Vignes, Pierre Amadieu
2018

Crozes-Hermitage Albéric
Bouvet, Domaine Gilles Robin
2018

The Amadieu estate, the largest in
Gigondas, occupies a high mountain
valley, surrounded by extensive woodland
which plays a vital role in the ecosystem.
The wines are concentrated and rich and
yet marked by elegance and a sense of
freshness. Drink now to 2031. 15%

Gilles Robin looks for texture in his top
wines and creates a velvety Rhône red by
picking fully ripe grapes and a masterful
use of oak. This comes from old vines
close to the renowned Thalabert vineyard.
Drink now to 2030. 14%

Ref RH56071		
£18.50 bottle | £222 dozen

Ref RH60031		
£19 bottle | £228 dozen

Brézème Rouge, Domaine de
Bréseyme 2017
Full-flavoured, ripe-tasting syrah from a
tiny enclave of vines somewhat between
the northern and southern Rhône. The
grapes are grown on steeply slopping
vineyards that overlook the river Drôme
and stylistically the wine sits somewhere
between Crozes-Hermitage and Cornas,
but with the finesse of a Côte-Rôtie. Drink
now to 2027. 12.5%
Ref RH57521		
£22 bottle | £264 dozen

Vacqueyras Variation,
Domaine de Montvac 2018
Made from 100% old vines of
grenache from a specific plot, this is
a full-flavoured and spicy southern
Rhône, perfect for winter stews.
Drink now to 2027. 14.5%
Ref RH57121		
£22.50 bottle | £270 dozen

Crozes-Hermitage Domaine
de Thalabert, Paul Jaboulet
Aîné 2014
Elegant, full-flavoured northern syrah
from the most famous of Crozes
vineyards. Perfectly ready to drink, this
has well-rounded tannins, blackberry
fruit and a twist of spice. Drink now to
2028. 13%
Ref RH41541		
£24 bottle | £288 dozen
thewinesociety.com 01438 741177

THE RHÔNE

Lirac Rouge Baron Louis,
Château de Montfaucon 2016
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2005-2016
Bordeaux lovers are in for a treat this year with a selection that
includes some of the best vintages of the last quarter century,
encompassing most of the region’s major communes. Almost all
of these wines were purchased en primeur by The Wine Society
and have been matured in our cellars until ready for release.

Tim Sykes

The left bank
Château Lanessan, Haut-Médoc
2015

Château Croizet-Bages, Pauillac
2015

This well-placed property, with vineyards
across the border from Beychevelle
and Branaire-Ducru in Saint-Julien, has
undergone a renaissance in recent years.
The 2015 has notes of mocha coffee on
the nose with ripe black fruit and spice
on the palate. A claret with good keeping
potential but which is lovely to enjoy now.
Drink now to 2030. Six bottles only per
member. 13.5%

The best vintage of Croizet-Bages
since the excellent 2010, this is a vibrant
and pure Pauillac exhibiting dark fruits,
graphite and a touch of spice on the nose
and attractive fruit expression on the
palate. Great value for its quality. Drink
now to 2030. 13.5%

Ref CM19371A		
£18 bottle

Château Saint-Pierre, SaintJulien 2014

Baron de Brane, Margaux 2012
The second wine of Henri Lurton’s rising
star Brane Cantenac, this elegant and
appetising Margaux is a blend of 60%
cabernet sauvignon, 33% merlot and 7%
cabernet franc. It reveals fresh, vibrant
fruit character on the palate and a long
finish. Drink now to 2023. 13%
Ref CM18761		
£29 bottle | £348 dozen

Half bottle of Château Langoa
Barton, Saint-Julien 2010
From a superb vintage, this is a classic
Saint-Julien from the Barton stable with
full, ripe yet fresh flavour. This is now
starting to drink well in half bottles and
promises much pleasure in the coming
years. Drink now to 2034. 13%
Ref CM15252		
£35 half bottle | £420 dozen

Ref CM20651		
£40 bottle | £480 dozen

Dense and lush Saint-Julien with a
creamy-textured palate of black fruits and
cigar box, and a lifted, fresh finish. A topnotch Cru Classé that is worth decanting
30 minutes before enjoying. Drink now to
2035. 13.5%
Ref CM18521A		
£49 bottle | £588 dozen

Château Poujeaux, Moulis 2015
A noteworthy wine in a strong vintage for
this part of Bordeaux, with an expressive,
spicy nose, good purity of fruit on the
palate and ripe, silky tannins. A very
complete and attractive left bank claret.
Drink now to 2033. 14%
Ref CM19451		
£30 bottle | £360 dozen

Château Meyney, Saint-Estèphe
2015
This well-placed property has upped
its quality noticeably in the last decade,
and recent vintages have performed
well in comparative tastings. The 2015 is
delicious with lovely, ripe stone-fruit and
mocha coffee notes, and attractive spicy
oak on the finish. Drink now to 2030.
13.5%
Ref CM23231		
£35 bottle | £420 dozen
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The stylish second wine of Pichon
Comtesse delivers much of the fruit purity
and finesse of the estate’s grand vin. With
silky texture and lovely freshness on the
palate, this is starting to show beautifully.
Drink now to 2033. 13%
Ref CM20231A		
£42 bottle | £504 dozen

The Bordeaux left
bank collection
Drink or store to 2023.
A six-bottle case containing one
bottle each of the following:
• Château Lanessan, Haut-Médoc
2015
• Baron de Brane, Margaux 2012
• Château Poujeaux, Moulis 2015

Château Lynch Bages, Pauillac
2012

• Château Meyney, Saint-Estèphe
2015

Plenty of concentration here, courtesy
of the Cazes family’s flagship property. A
blend of 71% cabernet sauvignon and 26%
merlot, with small amounts of cabernet
franc and petit verdot adding spice, this
displays dense, ripe fruit and finely judged
tannins. Drink now to 2037. 13%

• Château Croizet-Bages, Pauillac
2015

Ref CM16601		
£90 bottle | £1080 dozen

Half bottle of Château Lynch
Bages, Pauillac 2012
Drink now to 2033. 13%
Ref CM16602		
£45 half bottle | £540 dozen

Château Léoville Poyferré,
Saint-Julien 2010
One of the great wines of the superb
2010 vintage. Rich, full, multi-faceted, with
a lovely freshness that gives the wine
lift without losing the depth and length
of flavour. Splendid claret. Drink now to
2050. 14%
Ref CM15321		
£115 bottle | £1380 dozen

• Château Saint-Pierre, Saint-Julien
2014
Ref MX21225 | £198

The right bank
Château La Serre, Saint-Emilion
2011
An elegant vintage of this classy, modernstyle Saint-Emilion with hallmark sweet
fruit and a touch of spicy oak. Drink now
to 2030. 13.5%
Ref CS8621A		
£49 bottle | £588 dozen

Annonce de Bélair-Monange,
Saint-Emilion 2016
Classic right bank merlot from a lovely
vintage. The second wine of top SaintEmilion property Bélair-Monange, this is
a perfumed, chocolatey wine comprising
97% merlot and 3% cabernet franc.
Opulent and supple with a generous,
polished finish. Drink now to 2030. 14.5%
Ref CS11231		
£55 bottle | £660 dozen

Magnum of Château Bourgneuf,
Pomerol 2012
Succulent and beautifully balanced
Pomerol from a family-owned property that
has come on leaps and bounds in recent
years. Made predominantly from merlot,
this is a classically structured right bank
claret in a fittingly centrepiece-sized bottle.
Drink now to 2029. 14%
Ref CS9004		
£60 magnum | £720 dozen

Château Bélair-Monange, SaintEmilion 2011
The old vines at Bélair average 50 years
of age and include one parcel planted in
1903. The perfectly sited limestone terraces
here produced a 2011 that combines
fleshy intensity with elegant balance.
Deep in colour with refined fragrance and
freshness. Drink now to 2032. 14%
Ref CS8431		
£80 bottle | £960 dozen

Château Certan de May, Pomerol
2009
A wonderfully seductive vintage for
this velvety Pomerol which exudes the
hallmark charm of this small property.
Drink now to 2025. 14%
Ref CS7481		
£88 bottle | £1056 dozen

Château Canon-la-Gaffelière,
Saint-Emilion 2010
Very low yields of late-picked merlot
(55%), cabernet franc (35%) and cabernet
sauvignon (10%) have given this richness
spice, natural sweetness and muscle.
A triumph for the charismatic Stephan
von Neipperg. Drink now to 2035. 14.5%
Ref CS8181		
£90 bottle | £1080 dozen

thewinesociety.com 01438 741177

BORDE AUX 2005-2016

Réserve de la Comtesse,
Pauillac 2016

15

CLIMENS

Cyprès de Climens, Barsac 2016
Climens’ second wine is delicious and
attractively pure, sharing many of the
hallmarks of its senior sibling but at a
more approachable price. Peaches and
cream in a bottle. Drink now to 2028.
13.5%
Ref BW5941
£28 bottle | £336 dozen

Château Climens, Barsac 2011
A top-notch Climens displaying a delicate,
floral nose with a luscious, complex palate
of apricots and pineapple, all balanced
by the lovely freshness typical of Barsac.
Drink now to 2050. 13.5%
Ref BW4341
£80 bottle | £960 dozen

CHÂTE AU CLIMENS
16

We’ve a special treat for Sauternes fans: a unique opportunity
to try several mature vintages of Château Climens, considered
by most commentators to be the top producer in Barsac.

Half bottle of Château Climens,
Barsac 2011
Drink now to 2040. 13.5%
Ref BW4342
£45 half bottle | £540 dozen

Château Climens, Barsac 2005
An impressive, mature Barsac from an
opulent, ripe vintage, the 2005 Climens
is rich and unctuous, offering a magical
cornucopia of aromas and flavours. Drink
now to 2030. 13.5%
Ref BW2891
£80 bottle | £960 dozen

Château Climens, Barsac 2009
A wine that truly confirms Climens’
position at the top of the quality tree.
Wonderfully complex and expansive
in this vintage, the 2009 has a creamy,
luscious richness, balanced by an
enchanting citrus freshness to give the
wine ‘lift’. Delicious now, but this will
continue to age magnificently. Drink now
to 2050. 13.5%
Ref BW3851
£89 bottle | £1068 dozen

SHORTLIST

Marcel
OrfordWilliams

The classic regions of France don’t have all the tunes. Indeed, regions from
Provence to the south-west, via the Languedoc, all have extraordinary fine
wines to offer. With this in mind, I’ve selected some of the jewels of the
south to explore and enjoy. Some of the estates are world famous, such
as Bouscassé and Triguedina, while others – such as the Faugères from
Brigitte Chevalier’s Domaine de Cébène – are new additions to our range.

Faugères Les Bancels, Domaine
de Cébene 2017

Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence,
Château Vignelaure 2015

Corbières Rouge, Alba, Château
Ollieux-Romanis 2017

A very fine expression of the full-flavoured
charms of Faugères. Made from syrah and
grenache, planted on north-facing schists,
and mourvèdre, which is planted on fully
south facing, this is complex and quite
exquisite. Drink now to 2026. 13.5%

2015 was an outstanding vintage for this
richly scented cabernet-syrah blend.
There is blackcurrant and blackberry with
a touch of olive, sprinkled with Provençal
herbs. Smooth tannins are the result of
long ageing in barrel and bottle. Drink
now to 2030. 14%

In this cuvée, made from grenache and
cinsault, Pierre Bories is determined
to reproduce the kind of style found in
Châteauneuf-du-Pape. The absence of
syrah means the colour is relatively pale,
and the wine is very silky, round and spicy,
and with great length and complexity.
Drink now to 2027. 15%

Ref FC41101		
£15.50 bottle | £186 dozen

Cahors, Clos Triguedina 2017
Appropriately dark, full-flavoured red from
one of France’s iconic vineyards, popular
here since the days of Queen Eleanor.
Ripe and concentrated with plenty of darkfruit flavours, this is Sunday roast wine par
excellence. Drink now to 2027. 13.5%
Ref FC41461		
£17 bottle | £204 dozen

Cabardès, Esprit de Pennautier
2017

Ref FC41491		
£19.50 bottle | £234 dozen

Ref FC40601		
£23 bottle | £276 dozen

The fine
French Country
shortlist case
Drink or store to 2026.
A six-bottle case containing
one bottle each of the
above wines.
Ref MX21230 | £110

The top wine from one of the outstanding
estates of the Languedoc. What
distinguishes Cabardès from the rest is
the choice of varieties, which must include
both Bordeaux and Rhône grapes. The
result is dark and truffle-like, with the
polish that comes from long barrel ageing.
Drink now to 2026. 13.5%

FINE FRENCH COUNTRY

Ref FC41451		
£17 bottle | £204 dozen

Madiran, Château Bouscassé
2016
Alain Brumont has been the ambassador
for the wines of Madiran and he remains
the leading producer. This is Madiran at its
most refined – dark, full and rich but also
with complexity and length of
flavour. Drink now to 2030. 14%
Ref FC39941		
£18 bottle | £216 dozen
thewinesociety.com 01438 741177
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EXCEPTIONAL
2018 VINTAGE
It’s rare to be able to generalise about vintages in this enormous country,
but 2018 was a little different, and in the best possible way.
This vintage really was outstanding across the board. Larry Cherubino,
winemaker at Robert Oatley, told me that it was the greatest Margaret River
vintage for the last 40 years. In the Barossa, some were even so bold as to
claim it was the vintage of the century.
Such was the quality that I bought many of these wines to age in our cellars
and release a little later. However, tasting them recently revealed that many
are singing melodies of youthful brilliance and I couldn’t resist offering
them as a well-earned treat to enjoy this Christmas.

White
Robert Oatley Finisterre
Margaret River Chardonnay
2018

McHenry Hohnen Hazels
Vineyard Margaret River
Chardonnay 2018

A wonderful example of the quality and
fine-wine value delivered by the vintage.
With a balance of tension, freshness and
generosity, this shows hints of tropical
fruit, vanilla pod and nuttiness on the nose
while the palate has citrus freshness,
salinity and great breadth of flavour.
Elegant and excellent now, it will age well
too. Drink now to 2028. 12.5%

Margaret River chardonnay is one of the
best expressions of the grape worldwide
and from an outstanding Western
Australian vintage like this it's one to make
the most of. This example from McHenry
Hohnen is focused but broad on the nose,
with notes of toast, flour and citrus, and
the palate is generous, taut and complex.
Drink from now to 2024. 13.3%

Ref AU23501
£19 bottle | £228 dozen

Ref AU24441
£27 bottle £324 dozen

Wineglass Bay Tasmanian
Chardonnay 2018

Leeuwin Estate Art Series
Margaret River Chardonnay
2018

Claudio Radenti makes exceptionally
good chardonnays from his old vines in
cool-climate Tasmania. With a touch of
fine French oak on the lemon and applescented nose, this is a full-flavoured but
beautifully elegant chardonnay. Drink now
to 2028. 13.5%
Ref AU23801
£19 bottle | £228 dozen
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One of the great wines of the southern
hemisphere, Art Series Chardonnay
is nothing short of legendary and in
a vintage like 2018 it is a must-try.
Impressively complex and well balanced,
taut and saline, with huge potential for
ageing. Drink now to 2032. 14%
Ref AU24311
£69 bottle | £828 dozen

Freddy
Bulmer

Red
Robert Oatley Finisterre
Great Southern Cabernet
Sauvignon 2018

Ref AU24181		
£19.50 bottle | £234 dozen

Leeuwin Estate Art Series
Margaret River Shiraz 2018
Although shiraz is less famed in Margaret
River than cabernet, Leeuwin saw its
potential for greatness here. Adding it to
their acclaimed Art Series is an incredible
endorsement, and the wine lives up to
its billing. The cool nights and maritime
influence bring lifted fragrance, depth and
style. Drink now to 2032 14%
Ref AU24321
£25 bottle | £300 dozen

Vasse Felix Margaret River
Cabernet Sauvignon 2018

Tyrrell’s Old Hillside Vineyard
Hunter Valley Shiraz 2018
Hypnotically fragrant and hauntingly
delicious. This new wine comes from
the same vineyard as Tyrrell’s critically
acclaimed Old Patch 1867 Shiraz and it
was only available from the cellar door
until now, so it is a privilege to be able
to offer it to members. Bright, fresh and
reminiscent of northern Rhône syrah, with
unfurling notes of dark cherries, bramble
and spice that are joined by rhubarb
and liquorice on the palate. Drink now to
2030. 13.5%
Ref AU23781
£27 bottle | £324 dozen
Also available in magnum on page 33

Torbreck The Steading Barossa
2018

Truly spectacular Margaret River cabernet
from the winery that pioneered the region
back in the 1960s. Fragrant and luscious
with aromas of cassis, plum, cedar, cigar
box and bay leaf, it is full, but fine on the
palate with complex and luxurious blackfruit and spice flavours. Decant in advance
to let it unfurl. Drink now to 2035. 14.5%

A first-hand demonstration of what this
region does best, via one of its truly great
names. From around 45 different Barossa
Valley plots, and vines predating the
phylloxera outbreak of the 1880s, it’s a
beautifully balanced blend of grenache,
shiraz and mourvèdre with generous
dark bramble fruit, silky texture, rose-petal
fragrance and finesse. Drink now to 2029.
15%

Ref AU23941
£26 bottle | £312 dozen

Ref AU23001
£30 bottle | £360 dozen

The case for
Australia’s 2018
vintage
Drink or store to 2028.
A six-bottle case containing one
bottle each of the following:

White
• Robert Oatley Finisterre
Margaret River Chardonnay
2018
• Wineglass Bay Tasmanian
Chardonnay 2018

Red
• Robert Oatley Finisterre Great
Southern Cabernet Sauvignon
2018
• Leeuwin Estate Art Series
Margaret River Shiraz 2018
• Vasse Felix Margaret River
Cabernet Sauvignon 2018
• Tyrrell’s Old Hillside Vineyard
Hunter Valley Shiraz 2018
Ref MX21228 | £135

AUSTR ALIA

A full-throttle, plummy cabernet
sauvignon, with a nice combination of
firm structure and ripe, generous fruit
character. The palate is grippy and
balanced, with notes of pepper, slate and
juicy blackcurrant. Decant if drinking now,
to allow the more subtle notes to shine
through. Drink now to 2028. 14%

thewinesociety.com 01438 741177
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López de Haro Classica Gran
Reserva, Rioja 2001

SHORTLIST
This small selection takes in
some of the most talented Riojan
families and bodegas, who are
making the region’s most exquisite
fine wines.
The more traditional, graceful
style of Rioja’s reds is represented
by the masterful López de Heredia
and La Rioja Alta, while Contino,
CVNE and Muga show a more
modern interpretation, without
compromising on elegance and
authenticity. We also relist a
wonderful, fully mature 2001 from
the fantastic team at López de
Haro, showing how beautifully the
wines from this region age.

Pierre
Mansour

Contino Reserva, Rioja 2017
One of the most stylish Rioja reservas
from a single vineyard in the Alavesa.
Pure and refined with spicy black fruit
flavour and velvety structure. Decant
a couple of hours before serving.
Drink now to 2032. 14%.
Ref SP17091		
£20 bottle | £240 dozen

Muga Selección Especial
Reserva, Rioja 2016
As the name suggests, Selección Especial
is a step up from Muga’s standard reserva,
and is selected from the family’s superior
vineyards. Aged in French oak for three
years, the 2016 is full-bodied and velvety
with great depth of spicy, black fruit. Drink
now to 2031. 14.5%
Ref SP16861		
£23 bottle | £276 dozen

A special wine to match special times, this
fully mature 2001 is a delicious ambassador
for one of the best Rioja vintages in recent
decades. Perfumed, smoky and mellow.
Drink this year and next. 14%
Ref SP15941		
£28 bottle | £336 dozen

López de Heredia Viña Tondonia
Reserva, Rioja 2009
The classic Tondonia blend is 75%
tempranillo with 15% garnacha and 10%
graciano and mazuelo. The reserva spends
six years in barrel (just one would satisfy
the region’s regulations) and several more
than the required two in bottle before
release. The subtle, authentic, mellow and
mahogany-coloured result is generous and
appealing with smoky leathery flavours and
a delicate texture. Drink now to 2032. 13%
Ref SP16671		
£32 bottle | £384 dozen

La Rioja Alta Viña Arana Gran
Reserva 2014
Arana has been upgraded to gran reserva
with full justification given the superior fruit
quality which brings freshness and intensity
to the wine. The 2014 is a masterpiece
combining elegance with complexity,
where 4 years gentle ageing in barrel has
enhanced the ripe red fruit of tempranillo.
Drink now to 2030. 14.5%
Ref SP17111		
£34 bottle | £408 dozen

CVNE Imperial Gran Reserva,
Rioja 2010
A magnificent Rioja and one of the great
wines from this famous Spanish region.
The fine tobacco aroma and spicy oak
supports the intense sweet fruit character
of tempranillo, graciano and mazuelo.
Aged for two years in barrel. Decant to
drink now or cellar with ease to 2035. 14%
Ref SP11841		
£42 bottle | £504 dozen

The fine Rioja
shortlist case
Drink or store to next year.

RIOJA
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A six-bottle case containing one
bottle each of the above wines.
Ref MX21221 | £179

SHORTLIST
The breadth of styles available among the fine wines of Italy is so great that
I decided to celebrate that diversity in this shortlist. Rather than focusing on
any particular region, I’ve trawled through our entire range for some of my
favourites, including the less well-known Taurasi Riserva, a new addition for us.
If these tempt you, please do look at the Italian selection online, and discover
the many other wines that I couldn’t fit on the printed page!

Sarah Knowles MW

White
Orvieto Classico Superiore
Luigi e Giovanna, Barberani
2018
Top quality by any international standard
and a great example of fine Umbrian
white, courtesy of the charming
Barberanis. Complex and charming with
notes of lemon rind, sage and almond
skin that last very well on the finish.
Drink now to 2025. 12.5%
Ref IT32671
£21 bottle | £252 dozen

Soave La Rocca, Pieropan 2019

La Grola Veronese IGT, Allegrini
2017
This dark-cherry scented blend of 80%
corvina with 20% oseleta is full-bodied,
beautifully balanced and intense. It comes
from a perfect hillside site overlooking
Lake Garda that produces low yields of
concentrated ripe fruit. Matured in wood
for 16 months, this is nevertheless a very
elegant wine, evoking wild berries, cherry,
juniper, and tobacco. Drink now to 2027.
14%
Ref IT32881		
£20 bottle | £240 dozen

Chianti Classico, Filetta di
Lamole 2018

Barbaresco, Rizzi 2018
From a successful vintage for this famed
part of Piedmont, Rizzi’s Barbaresco
is made from south and south-west
facing nebbiolo vines which ripen well.
A fragrant, sweet-cherry flavoured and
spice-liked red that is very attractive in is
youth, but there is no rush. Drink now to
2028. 15%
Ref IT32261		
£23 bottle | £276 dozen

NEW Taurasi Riserva Piano di
Montevergine, Feudi di San
Gregorio 2013

A gem from the terraced organic vines
of Filetta, one of the original and highest
sites of Chianti Classico, which produces
wine of rare fragrance and finesse and
well-balanced silky flavour. Drink now to
2028. 14%

Aglianico is one of Italy’s great grape
varieties and this wonderful Campanian
riserva showcases its character and class
very well. With mature notes of spice and
leather complementing its floral aromas
and black-cherry flavours, it’s a wine that
will open up and develop beautifully in a
decanter. Drink now to 2028. 14%

Ref IT32791		
£20 bottle | £240 dozen

Ref IT32841		
£29 bottle | £348 dozen

Ref IT32541
£27 bottle | £324 dozen

The fine Italian
shortlist case
Drink or store to 2025.
A six-bottle case containing one
bottle each of the above wines.
Ref MX21229 | £140

ITALY

Red

La Rocca is situated on the only limestone
outcrop in Soave, producing a singular
example of the garganega grape and
one of Italy’s great white wines. A rich,
opulent white that has been allowed to
develop structure and complexity through
ageing in 500-litre barrels, it sports lemon,
almond and apple scents, fascinating
mineral notes on the palate and a long
finish. Drink now to 2029. 13%

thewinesociety.com 01438 741177
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RIDING THE
NEW WAVE IN
The Cape’s fortunes have
ebbed and flowed during the
challenges of the last couple of
years, but the momentum of the
country’s exciting new wave of
winemakers is unstoppable.
New wines and vintages are
getting through and, thanks to
a greatly reduced home market
for these wines of late, we
are benefitting from new and
increased allocations of some of
the Cape’s most thrilling wines.
Thistle & Weed made their
UK debut in our Fine Wine
Collection back in 2019 and
we’re thrilled to welcome
them back in the form of three
chenins. Each was made in
exactly the same way, offering
a wonderful opportunity to
compare and contrast. Abrie
Beeslaar, whose day job is
Cellarmaster at Kanonkop,
is a recognised master of the
pinotage grape. In Taaibosch we
celebrate a first release, with our
first allocation of ‘Minimalist’.

White
Thistle & Weed ‘Duwweltjie’
Chenin Blanc, Paarl 2020
From a windswept Certified Heritage
vineyard planted in 1961, whose gnarled
old vines bring both intensity and subtlety
to the energy and structure of this
excellent chenin. Drink now to 2026. 13%
LOW STOCK: available only
in the mixed case below

NEW Thistle & Weed
‘Springdoring’ Chenin Blanc,
Swartland 2020
This is a maiden release for Thistle &
Weed, from a relatively sheltered site on
the Paardeberg, and displays brightness
and richness of fruit with a core of
minerality on the long finish. Drink now
to 2026. 13%
LOW STOCK: available only
in the mixed case below

Thistle & Weed ‘Brandnetel’
Chenin Blanc, Stellenbosch
2020
The team’s original chenin, from a cool,
high-altitude vineyard on the Simonsberg,
planted as a rootstock trial in 1980,
bringing further complexity to the lovely
balance of tension and texture here.
Drink now to 2026. 13%
LOW STOCK: available only
in the mixed case below

Joanna
Locke MW

Thistle & Weed 2020
chenin blanc case
Drink or store to 2026.
A six-bottle case containing two
bottles each of the three Thistle
& Weed whites
Ref MX21218 | £130

22

Red
NEW Minimalist ‘Stars in the
Dark’, Cape Agulhas 2020
Just a few years back, I was lucky enough
to taste the debut vintage as a barrel
sample, which made it clear to me that
Sam Lambson was a young winemaker
to watch. His love and respect for coolclimate syrah is eloquently displayed
in this beautiful wine. Whole-bunch
fermented and matured in older oak, it is
a wine with captivating energy, purity and
minerality. Drink now to 2030. 13%
Ref SA17801
£23 bottle | £276 dozen

NEW Taaibosch ‘Crescendo’,
Stellenbosch 2018
Cabernet franc takes the lead in this Cape
Bordeaux blend. It comes from the former
Cordoba estate on the Helderberg,
long celebrated for its cabernet franc
which, given it’s my favourite red grape,
meant it was always going to be a hit for
me! Its suave tannins, lovely fragrance
and balanced concentration did not
disappoint. Drink now to 2028. 13.5%
Ref SA17701		
£24 bottle | £288 dozen

NEW Beeslaar Pinotage,
Stellenbosch 2018
From mature, unirrigated vineyards
selected by pinotage master Abrie
Beeslaar. Combined with the cooler nights
that refreshed parched vines in 2018, the
result is a muscular yet supremely elegant
wine, a powerful modern expression of a
classic style. Drink now to 2030. 14.5%
Ref SA17081			
£38 bottle | £456 dozen

A South African great
from Warwick Estate
Warwick is an historic and
beautiful estate on the
Simonsberg mountain, close to
the charming university town
of Stellenbosch. It was first
established in 1770 and the
winemaking tradition revived
by the Ratcliffe family in 1964.
Warwick has been one of the
stars of the Cape wine scene ever
since, and is now benefiting from
significant investment under new
ownership.
Inspired by Bordeaux and first
released in 1986, the now iconic
Trilogy red has evolved over the
years. It was originally cabernet
sauvignon dominated, and
remained cabernet sauvignon
led until the 2015 vintage, but the
proportion of cabernet franc has
been increasing since 2002, as
evidenced by the selection below.
The Ratcliffe family were among
the very few to invest in library
stocks, allowing us to rebuy a
number of these wines, all of
which were shipped direct from
the estate earlier this year.

Warwick Estate Trilogy,
Simonsberg-Stellenbosch 2012

Cabernet franc dominated, the 2018 was
described by the team as a ‘bold vintage,
needing five to ten years to drink at its
best’. It has a gorgeous black fruit and
cedar perfume, and a juicy, savoury palate
supported by fine grained tannins, which
clearly helped it scoop a coveted Platinum
trophy at this year’s Decanter World Wine
Awards. Drink now to 2029. 14.5%

With resolved tannins, and its fruit and
flavour now on the cusp between
fleshiness and gentle evolution, this is fully
ready to drink but with time in hand. Drink
now to 2026. 14%

		
Ref SA17791
£25 bottle | £300 dozen

Warwick Estate Trilogy,
Simonsberg-Stellenbosch 2014
A cooler vintage that, like the 2008 below,
has matured well in bottle but needed
time to blossom. Less concentrated than
in some years, still showing brightness of
fruit – even a hint of mintiness – alongside
classic cedar and cigar-box notes and
spice-laden finish. Drink now to 2028.
13.5%
Ref SA17781
£29 bottle | £348 dozen

Ref SA17771
£32 bottle | £384 dozen

Warwick Estate Trilogy,
Simonsberg-Stellenbosch 2011
From a cool vintage with a long growing
season, ideal for this cabernet sauvignondominated blend, at ten years old this
wine has reached an elegant plateau
of maturity, with savoury development
complemented by sweet silky tannins.
Drink now to 2025. 14%
Ref SA10701		
£33 bottle | £396 dozen

Magnum of Warwick Estate
Trilogy, SimonsbergStellenbosch 2011
Drink now to 2028.

Warwick Estate Trilogy,
Simonsberg-Stellenbosch 2013

Ref SA10704		
£67 magnum | £268 per four magnums

The first vintage in the handsome new
Stellenbosch-embossed bottle, the 2013
is cabernet sauvignon led but already
with a high proportion of cabernet franc
(38%). Now eight years old, the tannins
have started to soften and the wine has
a silky richness, some fruit sweetness
still, balanced by savoury notes; perhaps
a taste of what the 2018 may become?
Drink now to 2027. 14%

Warwick Estate Trilogy,
Simonsberg-Stellenbosch 2008

Ref SA12631		
£29 bottle | £348 dozen

A fully mature, classically styled Trilogy
with cabernet sauvignon firmly in the lead
role (60%). This wine was austere at first
and needed time in bottle to develop
elegant and approachable maturity, and
we have extended our drinking window
accordingly. Drink now to 2023. 14.5%
Ref SA7431		
£34 bottle | £408 dozen

Warwick Estate
Trilogy vertical
tasting case
Drink or store to 2023.
A six-bottle case containing one 75cl
bottle each of the above wines.
Ref MX21223 | £180
thewinesociety.com 01438 741177
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Warwick Estate Trilogy,
Simonsberg-Stellenbosch 2018
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AROUND THE WORLD
Riesling’s style-straddling nuances across a plethora of regions mean
it’s a grape you can never cease – nor tire of – exploring. Chameleonic,
captivating, capable of running a gamut from bone-dry to intensely
sweet, it’s able to thrive in all manner of vineyard sites. Here we bring
you a heavenly half dozen of different takes on this much-loved variety,
ranging from its German heartland to New Zealand via Austria, Alsace,
Italy and the Cape.

Langhe Riesling, Poderi Colla
2019

Klein Constantia Riesling,
Constantia 2017

An outstanding dry riesling by any
measure and well priced for its quality.
This is the only white wine Tino Colla
makes, and he has been making it for
many years from a vineyard planted on
a north-facing slope behind his winery,
because he much prefers it to the
other native Italian white grapes. Given
this wine’s pure bouquet and intense,
beautifully balanced palate, it’s easy to
see why. Drink now to 2025. 12%

This historic winery is one of the loveliest
estates in the cool Constantia region
south of Cape Town. Riesling performs
well on these high-altitude vineyards
fanned by south Atlantic breezes, and this
fine vintage is now starting to show some
classic riesling development alongside its
ripe, fresh fruit. Drink over the next year or
so. 13.5%

Ref IT33131
£13.95 bottle | £167 dozen

Ref SA17661
£16.50 bottle | £198 dozen

Prophet’s Rock Central Otago
Riesling 2018
This riesling has great concentration,
purity and texture, thanks to the extreme
differences between daytime and nighttime temperatures in New Zealand’s
Central Otago region. Dry but full-bodied,
with great complexity and length, this
would be delicious now with aromatic
pork dishes or lightly spiced Thai food,
but it will also age beautifully. Drink now to
2028. 12%
Ref NZ11961
£20 bottle | £240 dozen

Kinheimer Rosenberg GG
Dr Loosen 2019
An outstanding classic dry German
riesling from Erni Loosen. This fullflavoured delight is grown in Kinheim in
the middle Mosel, close to better-known
villages such as Erden and Urzig where
the slopes are spectacularly steep. Drink
now to 2028. 12.5%
Ref GE14241
£28 bottle | £336 dozen

Domäne Wachau Ried
Loibenberg Reserve Riesling,
Wachau 2002
Deliciously mature gold-coloured riesling
from one of the great wineries of Austria’s
Wachau region, aged in the winery’s
cellars until we snapped up a small batch.
The nose is full and generous, offering
orange and tropical fruits with brioche,
ginger and marmalade, while the palate
balances its honeyed sweetness with
fresh acidity. Stock is limited, so don’t miss
out. Drink now to 2025. 13.5%
Ref AA3551
£36 bottle | £432 dozen

Riesling Cuvée Frédéric Emile,
Trimbach 2012

RIESLING
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Dry Alsace riesling at its best, released
ready to drink but it will cellar beautifully
too. The wonderful core of racy acidity in
Trimbach’s signature wine is enveloped
here in silky-smooth, seductive texture.
Drink now to 2032. 13%
Ref AL16041
£42 bottle | £504 dozen

OUTSIDE BURGUNDY

Pinot noir
Elk Cove Vineyards Willamette
Valley Estate Pinot Noir 2018
Wine critic John Atkinson MW once
said, ‘If an alien asked me: ‘What can
Americans achieve?’ I’d sit him down
with a glass of Eyrie Pinot and a copy of
William Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying.’ One
of Oregon’s original pinot pioneers, Elk
Cove’s 2018 is a triumph. A bright redfruited wine with fine tannins and notes of
clove, cedar and mulberry. Drink now to
2028. 13.5%
Ref US9401		
£22 bottle | £264 dozen

NEW Botanica ‘Three Barrels’
Pinot Noir, Western Cape 2019
Awarded a coveted five stars by the 2021
Platter’s Wine Guide, this South African
pinot is, as the name suggests, a blend
of just three barrels made in 2019. Each
came from a different grape source –
Hemel-en-Aarde Ridge and Overberg in
the cool Cape South Coast, plus ownerwinemaker Ginny Povall’s own, warmer
Stellenbosch farm. They have assimilated
beautifully to deliver a gentle, silky fresh
fruit, bright palate with herbal hints. Drink
now to 2025. 12.5%

Prophet’s Rock Home Vineyard
Central Otago Pinot Noir 2017
Classy New Zealand pinot noir from
the heart of Central Otago. Paul Pujol
is renowned for his marksman’s touch
with this grape, and this is a particularly
good example from his Home Vineyard
site. Rhubarb and strawberry flavours are
supported by well-balanced tannins and
acidity. Drink now to 2027. 14%
Ref NZ12021		
£29 bottle | £348 dozen

Pinot Nero Riserva Mazon,
Hofstätter 2018
Stylish fragrant Italian pinot noir from an
Alto Adige producer with long experience
of making beautiful wines from this variety.
Burgundy lovers will find a great deal to
admire in its heady perfume of summer
berries and vanilla and its bright, elegant
palate with sweet red fruits and pepperand-clove complexity. Drink now to 2028.
13.5%
Ref IT32431		
£31 bottle | £372 dozen

Lamersheimer Kirschgarten
Spätburgunder, GG, Weingut
Knipser 2015
The great pinot noirs, or spätburgunders,
of Germany are world class, and this
cherry-flavoured wine is an outstanding
example. From a top vineyard site and
a top vintage, it has remarkable depth
of flavour, the beginnings of the creamy
texture that comes with a little bottle age,
and an intense, long finish. Drink now to
2029. 14%
Ref GE14271		
£37 bottle | £444 dozen

Ref SA16901		
£27 bottle | £324 dozen
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PINOT NOIR AND CHARDONNAY

With so much choice in our
Christmas collection for Burgundy
lovers, we wanted to shine a
light on some of our favourite
examples of its two principal
grapes from beyond its hallowed
borders. Read on for pioneering
Oregon pinot, an Alpine delight
from Hofstätter and world-class
German spätburgunder in the red
corner, along with a chardonnay
collection ranging from
modernist Mornington Peninsula
to venerable Cape stalwarts
Hamilton Russell.
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The Brajkovich family at Kumeu River

Chardonnay
Ranch 32 Arroyo Seco
Chardonnay 2019

Kumeu River Ray’s Road
Hawke’s Bay Chardonnay 2020

Ocean Eight ‘Verve’ Mornington
Peninsula Chardonnay 2016

With a rich and inviting nose of apple
sauce and tropical fruit, and notes of
vanilla and melon on the gentle palate,
this is a medium-bodied and very wellbalanced chardonnay from the Arroyo
Secco region in Monterey, California. Drink
now to 2024. 13.5%

This New Zealand winery made its
name with its outstanding Auckland
chardonnays. Ray’s Road, however, is
from their Hawke’s Bay site and offers
a winning combination of this region’s
character and the expertise of winemaker
Michael Brajkovich MW. Midweight,
mellow, focused and driven by lemon and
lime-zest, pepper, apricot and delicate
nuttiness. Very classy. Drink now to 2027.
13.5%

Mike Aylward makes tiny quantities of this
chardonnay in a converted stable based
in the heart of Mornington Peninsula,
Australia's cool-climate answer to
Burgundy. Sleek and fine with a hint of
leesy character and mouthwatering spice,
while a little time in bottle is softening the
tempting Granny Smith apple and citrusy
notes. Drink now to 2026. 12.5%

Ref US9791
£15.50 bottle | £186 dozen

Ref NZ13081
£22 bottle | £264 dozen

Ref AU22931
£27 bottle | £324 dozen

Hamilton Russell Chardonnay,
Hemel-en-Aarde Valley 2017
One of South Africa’s great chardonnays,
with a proven track record for ageing, here
in a great vintage. The vineyards here are
maritime influenced, given the Walker Bay
region’s proximity to the ocean, and cool.
The wine is classically styled, with toasty,
mealy concentration and length. Drink
now to 2023. 13%
Ref SA13591
£28 bottle | £336 dozen
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Tim Sykes

WINE CHAMPIONS
The best line-up yet

It has become something of a Christmas tradition that we hold back the sweet and fortified victors of our
buyers’ annual ‘Wine Champions’ blind tasting to release at this time of year. This year we have done the
same, but one thing is different: without exception, every buyer present at this treat of a tasting agreed it
represented the highest standard they could remember in the 21-year history of Wine Champions.
Pierre Mansour described it as ‘outstanding, a rollercoaster of styles with so many high marks.’ Cheaper
wines were tried in other sessions, but this was the best-value line-up: whether Port, sherry, Sauternes,
Tokaji or Madeira, the sheer complexity and class on show relative to price struck us as extraordinary.
With such quality on offer, and at a time of year when these wines come into their own, this is the perfect
opportunity to try them.

Cayetano del Pino Palo Cortado
Solera
The sheer complexity and length of this
palo cortado, given its price, ensured
its victory in our tastings. The style is
something of a rarity, dry, elegant yet
intense and saline, with a nutty aroma
and lovely hazelnut and vanilla flavours.
Brilliant value for this serial Champion.
20%
Ref SH671
£14.95 bottle | £179 dozen

Don Zoilo Collection Dry
Amontillado 12 Years Old,
Williams & Humbert

Williams & Humbert
As You Like It Amontillado
Medium Sweet 50cl

A benchmark dry amontillado, which drew
high praise and high scores for its mellow,
satisfying character. With notes of orange
peel, hazelnuts and a glorious salty tang
on the finish, this is a triumph from a
sherry house on top form. 19%

The star of this year’s sherry tasting, this
medium-sweet, rich yet fresh wine offers
a cornucopia of aromas and flavours
with a dried-fruit character and a long,
kaleidoscopic finish. Enjoy it with blue
cheese, a frangipane tart or savour it on
its own. 20.5%

Ref SH1381
£16 bottle | £192 dozen

Ref SH1311
£31 bottle | £372 dozen

thewinesociety.com 01438 741177

SWEET AND FORTIFIED

Champion Sherries
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Greek & Hungarian
Champions

Champion Port

Samos Anthemis 2014 50cl

The Society’s Exhibition
Crusted Port, Bottled 2013

For those contemplating a more leftfield sweetie to pair with the Christmas
pudding this year, this luscious, intensely
sweet Greek vin doux naturel muscat is
a satisfying treat. We loved its aromas
of honey and caramelised-orange and
mouthcoating yet fresh palate. As buyer
Freddy Bulmer put it, ‘a stunning wine for
the money’. Drink now to 2026. 15%

For a great-value Port, look no further than
what Sebastian Payne MW described in
the tasting room as ‘a stunner.’ The fruit
of 2009, 2010 and 2011 harvests, this
voluptuous and rich Port was made by
Symington Family Estates. With ripe plum
and blackberry notes mingling with herbal,
woody complexity, it’s perfectly ready to
enjoy now. Drink now to 2030. 20%

Ref GR1961
£9.50 bottle | £114 dozen

Ref PN231
£16.50 bottle | £198 dozen

Elixium, Tokaji Aszú 5
Puttonyos 2010 50cl

Warre’s Quinta da Cavadinha
Vintage Port 2001

From the same source as the hugely
popular Bin #004 Furmint comes this
delicious Aszú at an even more delicious
price. Our tasters were quick to garland
it with a Championship-winning number
of votes, praising its aromas of candied
apricots, ginger and cedar, zippy acidity
and wonderful, persistent sweetness.
Drink now to 2031. 11.5%

The combination of altitude and aspect
brings a certain freshness to the wines of
Cavadinha. This fully mature wine is still
very much alive on the nose, with driedfruit flavour, velvety texture, fine, grainy
tannins and a long finish – a combination
that ensured a comfortable victory. Drink
over the next year or so, or longer if
you prefer your Vintage Port in elegant
maturity. 20%

Ref HU1621
£17.50 bottle | £210 dozen

Royal Tokaji Aszú 5 Puttonyos
2016 50cl
A classic Tokaji that will age wonderfully,
but which is so good now that it more
than merited Championship status. 2016
was a wonderful year for Aszú wines: a
long, warm summer ensured richness,
and a cool harvest-time helped retain
impressive acidity and complexity. A
succulent, intricate and exceedingly sweet
treat with notes of of lime, apricot, peach
and cedar. Drink now to 2036. 11.5%
Ref HU1541
£27 bottle | £324 dozen

Ref PT2471
£29 bottle | £348 dozen

Smith Woodhouse Madalena
Vintage Port 2005
Crowned a Wine Champion in each of
the last three years and on showstopping
form yet again. Comfortably into its long
plateau of maturity, with its deep colour
just beginning to fade at the rim, this
rich, ripe Single Quinta Vintage Port
offers typical aromas of violets and roses
supported by rich, ripe fruit, and complex,
mellow finish. Drink now to 2025. 20%
Ref PT2181
£30 bottle | 360 dozen

Graham’s Tawny Port,
20 Years Old
A sublime wood-aged Port on shining
form, sporting the typical richness and
soft texture we’ve come to expect from
Graham’s, but such incredible poise
and freshness that it never feels heavy.
A beautifully integrated, harmonious,
nutty wine, summed up in two words
by Sebastian Payne MW: ‘absolutely
outstanding.’ 19%
Ref PN161
£39 bottle | £468 dozen
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Also available in a stunning
450cl bottle Ref PN168 £275

Champion Madeira
Henriques & Henriques Bual,
15 Years Old 50cl
This great Madeira house scored a pair
of Champions this year, both 15 years
old but from different grapes. This bual is
lusciously golden with beguiling richness
and hints of raisins, nuts and caramel with
a long concentrated, fresh finish. 20%
Ref MA221
£25 bottle | £300 dozen

NEW Henriques & Henriques
Verdelho, 15 Years Old 50cl
This exquisite, amber-coloured verdelho
is less sweet than the bual above, its
medium-dry palate displaying a glorious,
saline intensity of flavour. Long, classy and
very rewarding. 20%
		
Ref MA491
£26 bottle | £312 dozen

Champion Sauternes
Ulysse Cazabonne Sauternes

Ref BW7101		
£18 bottle | £216 dozen

Half bottle of Ulysse
Cazabonne Sauternes
Drink now to 2029. 14%
Ref BW7102		
£9.95 half bottle | £119 dozen

Château Doisy-Védrines,
Barsac 2015

SWEET AND FORTIFIED

Described as ‘the best-value wine I have
come across in my ten years as a Wine
Society buyer’ by Tim Sykes, this was
voted a Wine Champion by every single
buyer who tasted it. A blend of wines
from 2014, 2015 and 2016, from a brilliant
Sauternes producer (whose name we
can’t reveal), this is top quality by any
yardstick and we urge you to try it. Drink
now to 2031. 14%

A delightful, well-priced Barsac that
scored very highly this year, standing out
for its harmonious balance and expressive
character. Expect notes of pineapple
and candied orange on the nose and
palate, a touch of brown sugar and a long,
generous, creamy finish. Drink now to
2035. 13.5%
Ref BW5611
£34 bottle | £408 dozen
thewinesociety.com 01438 741177
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AND SMALL
Half bottles &
magnums
Our round-up of fittingly
precious half-bottle measures
and generously proportioned
magnums has something for
everyone this winter. As well as
a versatile case of halves, we’re
particularly pleased to offer some
very special larger-format wines.
They include two very special
magnums from New Zealand’s Dog
Point, the fruits of Rainer Wess’
100-year-old Austrian vines, a UK
debut from Australia’s Tyrrells
and the outstanding 2016 vintage
of Bordeaux favourite Château
Beaumont.

Half bottles:
Champagne & sparkling
Half bottle of The Society’s
Champagne Brut NV
The bottle size is the only thing done
by half measures here: Alfred Gratien
have provided us with glorious bubbles
for over a century and the house style is
influenced by longer fermentation, oak
ageing and bottle maturity. The resultant
rich, rounded flavours make it a glorious
accompaniment to all manner of courses
and cuisines, not to mention delicious on
its own. 12.5%
Ref CH332A2
£17.50 half bottle | £168 dozen

Half Bottle of Nyetimber Classic
Cuvée Brut NV
Seriously smart sparkling wine from this
standard-bearing Sussex winery, made
from the three classic Champagne
grapes. Complex, crisp and bright, with
flavours of apple pie, cinnamon and
brioche. Drink now to 2023. 12%
Ref SG2132
£18 half bottle | £216 dozen
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Half bottles: red
Half bottle of Rustenberg
John X Merriman, SimonsbergStellenbosch 2017
One of the Cape’s most loved Bordeauxstyle blends in a top, award-winning
vintage, deeply coloured, classically
styled but rich and ripe, with elegant
tannins and a long finish. Drink now to
2028. 14.5%
Ref SA17712
£8.50 half bottle | £102 dozen

Half bottle of Chianti Classico
Volpaia 2019
From the heart of the Classicio region, but
grown at high altitude, which gives great
finesse to this beautifully balanced wine.
An enchanting bouquet and wonderful
flavours of red berry, spice and balsamic,
held together by fine, well-knit tannins.
Drink now to 2025. 14%
Ref IT32052		
£9.75 half bottle | £117 dozen

Half bottle of Château
Angludet, Margaux 2012
A delicious, perfumed vintage of this
perennial favourite Margaux, now at its
drinking peak. In the 2012 vintage, a
fitting 12% petit verdot was used, adding
greater depth to the fine, ripe merlot and
cabernet. Drink now to 2025. 13%
Ref CM16882
£14.95 half bottle | £179 dozen

Half bottle of Seghesio Family
Vineyards Sonoma County
Zinfandel 2018
A very classy, full-bodied, complex
California zinfandel in a handy half bottle,
made by the fifth generation at this very
well-respected Sonoma estate. Drink now
to 2025. 15%
Ref US9552
£19 half bottle | £228 dozen

Half bottles: white
Half bottle of Verdicchio
Classico Superiore, Villa Bucci
2019
A lovely crisp, dry Italian verdicchio with
lemon, chalk and apple notes. Ampelia
Bucci has 26 hectares of old, low-yielding,
organically farmed vines, which accounts
for the wine’s delicious intensity. Drink
now to 2023. 13.5%
Ref IT31052
£6.75 half bottle | £81 dozen

Half bottle of Riesling Estate
Famille Hugel 2017
Made with grapes mostly from
the majestic Alsace grand cru
Schoenenbourg in Riquewihr, Hugel’s
redesigned Estate Riesling, formerly
labelled as ‘Tradition’, is deliciously ripe,
with fresh acidity. Drink from now to 2023.
12.5%
Ref AL15342
£9.50 half bottle | £114 dozen

Half bottle of Crozes-Hermitage
Mule Blanche, Paul Jaboulet
Aîné 2017
A sumptuous, weighty Rhône white mainly
from Jaboulet’s famed Thalabert vineyard.
The 2017 is a 50:50 blend of marsanne
and roussanne, with some oak-ageing for
greater complexity. A great food wine –
try it with fish pie or cheese sauces. Drink
now to 2025. 14%
Ref RH53002
£11.50 half bottle | £138 dozen

Christmas 2021
half bottles case
A six-bottle case containing one
half bottle each of the following:

• Rustenberg John X Merriman,
Simonsberg-Stellenbosch 2017
• Chianti Classico Volpaia 2019
• Château Angludet, Margaux
2012
• Riesling Estate, Famille Hugel
2017
• Crozes-Hermitage Mule
Blanche, Paul Jaboulet Aîné
2017
Ref MX21224 | £69
thewinesociety.com 01438 741177

MAGNUMS AND HALVES

• The Society’s Champagne Brut
NV
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Magnum of Château Beaumont,
Haut-Médoc 2016

Magnums: Champagne
Magnum of Lanson Gold Label
Brut Vintage Champagne 2008
Lanson is one of the oldest houses in
Champagne, founded in and family
owned since 1760. 2008 is now accepted
as a truly exquisite vintage and this blend
of 53% pinot noir and 47% chardonnay
displays both pure crystalline fruit
flavours and a wonderful depth of rich
concentration that will allow it to develop
further. Drink now to 2030. 12.5%
Ref CH4434
£95 bottle | £570 six

Magnum of Deutz Brut Vintage
2012
Deutz have crafted a beautiful
Champagne from the superb 2012
vintage. Vibrant plum and apricot
perfume, with brioche and granny smith
apple flavours, that are elegant and
poised. Drink now to 2030. 12%
Ref CH4454
£100 bottle | £600 six

Magnum of Henriot Brut
Millésimé 2005
Now fully mature, this complex vintage
Champagne is really showing its quality.
Oatcake and baked apples on the rich
perfume, with chalk, buttered toast and
citrus on a poised yet expressive palate.
This is a treat by the glass, but could pair
beautifully with smoked salmon, warm
gougères or aged comté. Drink now to
2025. 12%
Ref CH4454
£140 bottle | £840 six
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Magnum of Pol Roger Vintage
Brut 2009
A fittingly grand bottle of vintage Pol, from
a year that produced richness as well as
elegance. Made from 60% pinot and 40%
chardonnay, this was fermented in steel
and aged for nine years on the lees in
Pol’s deep, damp cellars. Drink now to
2030. 12.5%
Ref CH3824
£160 bottle | £960 six

Magnums: red
Magnum of Vinsobres Altitude
420, Domaine Jaume 2016
The top wine from a husband-and-wife
team who manage their Rhône estate
with great flair. Made with no oak, just
lashings of sun-ripened fruit, this blend of
60% grenache, 30% syrah and the rest
mourvèdre and counoise will offer great
festive drinking. Drink now to 2026. 14%
Ref RH48934		
£23 magnum | £138 six

A members’ favourite clarets and a
notable success in this excellent vintage.
A refined and finely honed Beaumont
with pronounced black-plum perfume and
supple, ripe tannins on the palate. Drink
now to 2028. 13.5%
Ref CM20044		
£32 magnum
LOW STOCK: limited to six
magnums per member

Magnum of The Society’s
Exhibition Rioja Reserva 2014
This comes from the famous La Rioja Alta
bodega, whose wines are known for their
finesse as well as depth of flavour. We
chose them because they make the very
best traditional-style Rioja, released only
after long ageing in barrel and bottle. A
complex, lengthy wine with fine, delicate
texture. Decant before serving to enjoy its
amazing fragrance and flavour to the full.
Drink now to 2024. 14%
Ref SP16174		
£33 magnum | £198 six

Magnum of Chianti Classico
Volpaia 2019

Reverberating with ripe blackcurrant
fruit, the 2012 vintage of this Bordelais
blend from the warm south of France is
polished, spicy and perfectly ready to
uncork. Drink this year and next. 13.5%

Volpaia’s high-altitude Chianti
demonstrates why such vineyards are so
prized in the region as warmer vintages
become the norm. These organically
worked mountainside vines were able
to produce something special in 2019
which was singled out for its red-fruited
character, spicy complexity, purity and
poise at our 2021 Wine Champions
tasting. Drink now to 2028. 14%

Ref FC25674		
£28 magnum | £168 six

Ref IT32054		
£34 magnum | £204 six

Magnum of Domaine de
Perdiguier, Cuvée d’En Auger
2012

The hallmark intensity and elegance of
the Côte du Py vineyard expresses itself
perfectly in this 2018 from Beaujolais
superstar Jean-Marc Burgaud. With notes
of dark fruit and brambles, this beautifully
balanced wine will continue to age well.
Drink now to 2030. 13%
Ref BJ8294		
£34 magnum | £204 six

Magnum of Nebbiolo Langhe,
GD Vajra 2018
Barolo stalwarts the Vajra family make
terrific wines across the board in their
corner of Italy. This is a great introduction
to nebbiolo, with a rose, cherry and sage
perfume, firm tannins and bright acidity
that will soften over time, or if decanted.
Drink now to 2025. 14.5%
Ref IT28694		
£42 magnum | £252 six

Magnum of Tyrrell’s Old
Hillside Vineyard Hunter Valley
Shiraz 2018
Announcing in style its arrival to the
Tyrrell’s range in style in this 1.5-litre
format, this is a bright, light and fragrant
wine from Australia’s Hunter Valley. The
nose is, at first, tight but with air opens
up to show dark cherries, bramble, a little
spice and an almost floral note. Long
and fragrant, and best decanted for 45
minutes prior to serving, if possible. Drink
now to 2034. 13.5%
Ref AU23784
£55 magnum | £330 six

Magnum of Château Bourgneuf,
Pomerol 2012
Succulent and beautifully balanced
Pomerol from a family-owned property
that has come on in leaps and bounds in
recent years. Classically structured right
bank claret made predominantly from
merlot. Drink now to 2029. 14%
Ref CS9004		
£60 magnum | £360 six

Magnum of Dog Point
Marlborough Pinot Noir 2010
An exceptional example of the ageing
potential of this top New Zealand pinot
noir, from stock held back at the winery to
show what these wines can achieve after
some time in bottle. The nose is showing
savoury, earthy notes which complement
the evolved fruit well. The palate is silky,
mellow and complex. Drink now to 2023.
14%
Ref NZ6164
£78 magnum | £468 six

Magnum of La Rioja Alta Viña
Ardanza Reserva Rioja 2015
Drink to . OO%
Ref SP17134		
£52 magnum | £312 six

Château Guillot 2008 Pomerol
Magnums
Lovely full savoury Pomerol with style and
depth of flavour. The small vineyard is
brilliantly situated in the heart of Pomerol
on the plateau by the church. Perfect for
drinking now to 2025. 13.5%
Ref CS8304
£68 magnum | £408 six

Magnums: white
Magnums of Wachenheimer
Riesling Bürklin-Wolf 2017
The German village of Wachenheim
lies on volcanic soils and always makes
wines that are full-flavoured and spicy.
This is a whistle-clean, refreshing riesling
in a celebratory size. Drink now to 2025.
12.5%
Ref GE11674
£32 magnum
LOW STOCK: limited to six
magnums per member

Magnum of Soave Ca`Visco,
Coffele 2020

Magnum of Rainer Wess Old
Vine Krems Reserve Grüner
Veltliner 2020
Made from vines over 100 years old, this
is a very special Austrian grüner veltliner
with remarkable intensity, elegance and
complexity. Its peach, citrus, quince and
pepper notes are on song now, but
with age the wine will develop savoury
spices and increasing layers of depth and
deliciousness. It will pair with just about
anything you should wish to eat with it!
Drink now to 2029. 13%
Ref AA3584
£39 magnum | £234 six

Magnum of Sancerre Cuvée
Silex, Domaine Serge Laloue
2018
When not making our Exhibition Sancerre,
Franck Laloue makes this concentrated
expression of sauvignon blanc. Added
richness comes from extended time on
the lees before bottling while the flint
(silex) soil brings a smoky touch similar to
that of the wines of neighbouring PouillyFumé. Drink now to 2027. 13.5%
Ref LO15474
£44 magnum | £264 six

Magnum of Vacqueyras Blanc
Vieilles Vignes, Clos des Cazaux
2018
White Vacqueyras is a Rhône rarity, and
yet Clos des Cazaux makes it one of their
star wines. The key is the clairette grape
for grip and freshness, with roussanne
and viognier bringing flavour and body.
This is the top cuvée, aged in wood, and
ready for your table. Drink now to 2025.
13.5%
Ref RH54344
£45 magnum | £270 six

Magnum of Dog Point Section
94 Marlborough Sauvignon
Blanc 2018

A serious Soave with fresh peach and
apricots on the nose, a lovely mouthfeel
and texture supporting the fruit and
mineral notes on the palate and a
refreshing crisp finish. This Italian white
is more than deserving of a centrepiecesized bottling! Drink now to 2024. 12.5%

The flagship single-vineyard sauvignon
from New Zealand’s Dog Point is wild
fermented in oak barrels, giving it bags of
complexity and a more savoury character,
with toasty nutty notes joining the zesty
herbaceous character more typical of
Marlborough sauvignon. Drink now to
2029. 14.5%

Ref IT31994
£34 magnum | £204 six

Ref NZ12384
£49 magnum | £294 six
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MAGNUMS AND HALVES

Magnum of Morgon Côte du Py,
Domaine Jean-Marc Burgaud
2018

33

CELLAR TREASURES
Having set ourselves a limit of
£125 a bottle, we set to work
on finding some of the most
tempting bottled propositions
for Christmas dinner tables this
year. The results include great
vintages of Alsace riesling, white
Burgundy and claret, a special
50-year-old Châteauneuf-duPape and more.

White
Riesling Schoelhammer,
Famille Hugel 2010
An exquisite wine from an exquisite
vintage in Alsace, one which the
Hugel family say has the ‘freshness
and balance of 2012, with the maturity
of 2009’. Sadly, only 2,268 bottles
were made for the world, but what a
remarkable, silky, rich riesling it is. Drink
now to 2030. 13%
Ref AL16051
£90 bottle | £1080 dozen

Domaine Henri Boillot,
Puligny-Montrachet Premier
Cru Clos de la Mouchère 2016

CHRISTMAS CELL AR TRE ASURES
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Henri Boillot’s 2016 white Burgundies
are among the very best made in this
vintage. The 2016s have a remarkable
combination of ripeness and freshness,
traits that are usually diametrically
opposed, and this superbly balanced
wine has grand cru weight and density,
yet somehow wears it lightly. Drink this
year and next. 13.5%
Ref BU67581
£115 bottle | £1380 dozen

Red
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Collection Privée Lucien
Diffonty, Domaine du Haut des
Terres Blanches 1971
Richly flavoured, leathery and spicy,
this vibrant and remarkable wine is a
testament to the keeping qualities of
this famous southern Rhône appellation.
Well stored in the Diffonty family’s cellars
before being recorked a few years ago, it
represents a unique opportunity to delve
into Châteauneuf s history and enjoy a
50-year-old bottle of wine. Drink now to
2024. 13.5%
Ref RH57841		
£70 bottle | £840 dozen

Domaine Maume, CharmesChambertin Grand Cru 2011
Forward and extrovert, this is a nicely
balanced red Burgundy from an
overlooked vintage which is drinking very
well now. Drink now to 2024. 13.5%
Ref BU53771
£100 bottle | £1200 dozen

Torbreck ‘The Descendant’
Barossa Valley 2013
A full-bodied, classic Australian red,
92% shiraz and, in a nod to the northern
Rhône, 8% of the white grape viognier,
which adds aroma and lift. Having aged
beautifully, this mature, mellow and
savoury Barossa red has mouthwatering,
complex notes of spices, leather and
blackcurrant. Drink now to 2026. 15.5%
Ref AU24191
£100 bottle | £1200 dozen

Château Haut-Bailly, PessacLéognan 2010
One of the finest wines of the great
2010 Bordeaux vintage, and one that
re-established Haut-Bailly as one of the
leading châteaux of Pessac-Léognan.
A complete wine with velvety texture
cloaking a wonderfully rich mix of fine
and persistent flavours, evocative of ripe,
black fruits and autumnal scents.
Drink now to 2040. 14%
Ref CM15411
£125 bottle | £1500 dozen

Christmas cellar
treasures case
Drink or store to next year.
A six-bottle case containing
one bottle each of the
above wines.
Ref MX21232 | £600

OF THE WINE WORLD
Finally, we’ve raided our cellars to
bring you this collection of some
of the summits of the world of
wine. From Jadot’s remarkable
Corton-Charlemagne to the
world-famous Château d’Yquem
via illustrious names such as
Allemand, Ridge and Lynch Bages,
these wines are the cream of our
festive crop. If you’re looking
for something extra special this
Christmas, look no further.

Six wonders
of the wine
world case

White

Drink or store to 2027.

Louis Jadot, CortonCharlemagne Grand Cru
(Héritiers) 2015

Ref MX21231 | £1,000

LOW STOCK: available only in
the Six Wonders mixed case

Red
Cornas Reynards, Domaine
Allemand 2011
Production at this small three-hectare
estate in the northern Rhône appellation
of Cornas is tiny and the wines are
increasingly sought after. Some of the
syrah here goes back to 1900 – this is
seriously vieilles vignes! The wine is
appropriately concencreated, brooding
and ageworthy. Drink now to 2029. Low
stock: six bottles only per member. 13.5%
Ref RH32161		
£130 bottle

Domaine Maume, MazisChambertin Grand Cru 2012

Château Lynch Bages,
Pauillac 2010

Rich, ripe and plummy on the nose but
with a fine, structured palate. The 2012
Burgundy vintage has much in common
with the superb 2010, but as yields
were lower, this wine offers superb
concentration. Drink now to 2034. 13%

This ranks among the very finest
vintages of Lynch Bages with
tremendous Pauillac power and depth
enhanced by perfectly ripe cabernet
sauvignon of great quality that has
given fragrance, finesse and length.
A Bordeaux of outstanding balance,
which we recommend decanting before
serving. Drink now to 2040. 13.5%

Ref BU55131		
£135 bottle | £1620 dozen

Ridge Monte Bello 2013
Ridge’s supreme vineyard site consistently
produces California’s most sophisticated
and ageworthy red. The long 2013
growing season has resulted in a
seamless, intense and graceful vintage.
Over 60% cabernet sauvignon and just
under 20% merlot, with petit verdot and
cabernet franc making up the rest, this
has wonderful sweet dark-berry fruit and
black-tea complexity. Drink now to 2033.
Low stock: three bottles only per member.
13.5%
Ref US5881		
£140 bottle

Ref CM15401		
£140 bottle | £1680 dozen

Sweet
Château d’Yquem, Sauternes
2006
The most famous Sauternes of all,
d’Yquem has been in a class of its
own since the 18th century and is
unquestionably France’s finest sweet
wine in France; many would say the
world. The 2006 is a complete wine,
intensely sweet but characteristically
racy and refined, with notably pure fruit
and a lovely scented finish. Outstanding.
Drink now to 2050. 14%
Ref BW3101
£345 bottle | £4140 dozen
thewinesociety.com 01438 741177

SIX WONDERS OF THE WINE WORLD

This is from the south-facing Pougets
vineyard. Jadot taste it after leading cru Le
Montrachet and it is not embarrassed in
this elite company, with richness from the
slope’s aspect and a taut grippy structure
from the clay-limestone terroir of CortonCharlemagne. The 2015 is big and broad
white Burgundy, with remarkable power
and steely structure. Drink now to 2027.
13.5%

A six-bottle case
containing one bottle
each of the above wines.
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MIXED CASE
Make quick and easy work
of our Christmas Fine Wine
Collection with this onestop shop for fine festive
drinking. We’ve stuck to the
classics for this selection,
picking out some of the best
of Europe’s famous regions,
with an average bottle price
sitting comfortably under
£20. Enjoy!

Christmas 2021 fine
wine bankers case
Drink or store to 2023.
A six-bottle case containing one
bottle each of the following:

Red
• Bordeaux: Château Pierbone,
Haut-Médoc 2010
• Rioja: Contino Reserva, Rioja 2017
• Italy: Chianti Classico, Filetta di
Lamole 2018
• Rhône: Crozes-Hermitage
Domaine de Thalabert, Paul
Jaboulet Aîné 2014

White
• Spain: Do Ferreiro Albariño,
Rías Baixas 2020
• Burgundy: Château de
Beauregard, Saint-Véran Le
Vernay 2020
Ref MX21227 | £110

Prices valid until Wednesday 22nd December
Products subject to availability which may be impacted by ongoing
global and UK logistics issues. Whilst stocks last.

Paper from
responsible sources

If undelivered, please return to:

thewinesociety.com
01438 741177
@THEWINESOCIETY1874
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